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| The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 


| to great perfection, both as to quality and finish. Many 


























| nem stood three and four years. COWEN’S PATENT FIRE begs most respectfully to thank the aiateupettien, Pro- 
very description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
ways on hand. ‘The Fire Clay is the very best my the JOS. COWEN and CO., tronage for several years past, and to intimate 7 
| North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons -ON- has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the | | 
| weathering. BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE On TYRE, Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
} Orders promptly executed. Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was | prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality | 
|e , . ‘ awarded at the Great ExHrBition of 1851, for “Gas | and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
| Apply, G. H. Ramsay, of Derwenthaugh Fire-Brick | Retorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLay.” of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
| Works, near NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNB. J. C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- ete aig water ; ice, | 
9 z Z 2 . Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
Aug. 22, 1856. tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retortsin the United 
~ and on the most reasonable terms. 
ee Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all London Agents : 
| £4000. age sae omens, Fee Sai eT or JAMES LAWIELE % 60, 
. 1 ye p es 63, B STREET, City, LONDON. 
\"INHE Directors of the Sheppy Gas | works as above. 1 ee ee 
| de CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (Limited) ‘are de- ain ° - : 
| sirous of taking up at Interest the above amount, in COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. TO GAS COMPANIES. | 
| one or several sums. Coal and Coke Office, Ss CARPENTER, | 
Any party desirous of tendering for the loan is re- Quay S1pE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
| quested te state the amount proposed to be ad d, LEATHER SELLER, 
| the rate of interest required, and mode of repayment. AND 
| Application to be made to Henry §. STEPHENSON, AR and GAS-WATER WANTED.— Manufacturer of Stokers’ Gloves, 
| — ee Avett @. 1008 Particulars to Messrs. HILLs and Co., Warsash, At Ils. per dozen, 
d » Sheerness, April 8, . SouTuaMrTon. 3, BOW COMMON LANE, 
| TO GAS COMPANIES. REET EO TNS AOE Leather for all kinds of Pumps and Exhauster-Valves. 
ANTED. by a thorouch practical FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. ——_—_____—_—— —$ 
| Men aged a. Permanent _ os MA~ TO GASHOLDER-MAKERS & IRON-FOUNDERS 
| NAGER or WORKING FOREMAN of a Gas-Work. HE Directors of the Newport (Mon.) 
Has held a similar situation where the annual make of GAS COMPANY are prepared to receive TEN- 








! . . . 
| gas is 23 000,000. Can have first-rate Testimonials as 5 vi ificati the S ly | | 
to ability, &c., of twelve years’ service under one JOHN RU SSELL A ND Cc 0., er. — RS pay y A. LDER, 9} 











| | 
; company. THE OLD TUBE WORKS, Z feet diameter by 22 feet deep, inside measure, with Ten | | 
| No objection to go abroad. CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, Cast-Iron Columns and Girders, with Guides, Wheels, | | 
| Apply to S. G., Post-Office, Boston. STAFFORDSHIRE, Rollers, &c., fora Brick Tank, fixed complete. | 
| Boston, April 8, 1858. and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, Sealed Tenders to be sent in on or before Saturday, | | 
‘hepcenser = se Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, | the 24th day of April next, addressed to the Directors | | 
| PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING, and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and | of the Newport Gas Company, Newport, MONMOUTH-| | 
| WULCANIZED INDIARUBBER HOSE-PIPES, First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam | sutrg, endorsed, ** Tender for Gasholder.” | 
| WASHERS, PACKING, &c. —r- se ho aft nds of Tubes end Piet . ‘The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the | | 
| . han O, make s ittings owest or q ® 

james LYNE HANCOCK begs tO | for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders oe .- ™ J. BRYAN, Engineer. |! 
| announce a considerable REDUCTION in PRICE | may be executed in a few days. Newport, Monmouthshire, March 25, 1858. | 
of his PATENT VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself | —— aS Sits Bi bso 
TUBING. altogether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes | AD D I s 0 N P 0 T TE R 


VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TIGHT | in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 


| BAGS, any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible tubes Gun Metal, and ail other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, WILLINGTON QUAY, 





} 
| attached, and fitted with stop-cocks complete. Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufactory and Warehouse, No. 6, Goswell Road, N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, | Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 
Lonpow (E.C.), and Warranted. description of Fire Clay Goods. 





| GROSLEY & CO, 


| GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
| 103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


















































| : menses. ee 
SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


| W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


} 
' 
| 
| 
By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. SEVERAL THOUSANDS OF THRM HAVE BEEN FIXED, AND | 
i 
| 
! 
| 








AUB NOW AT work, and numerous Testimonials from eminent Gas Engiueers, expressive of their approbation of them, may b t the Manuf P 
Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POW STER, for situati Gos & ont er aoaaumate aati Tae 
of certain e mers in low g r inter Pe ann ER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements 
Mr. Ring, a Urenen. of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHCLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by 
-and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the ver scripti ’ y havi inci i 
Wr 4 u , , t y best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the principal and fidentia! | 
pe ge Pog oa ee 4 oe nea . an Lane, “~ Road, up to the time of his dsoeune, in Shih capuciagi tic commmubionten to W. C. the caret | 
. i uich has rende vos y i th i i , 7 § yr 
afver having stood the teet ot ently steatier a ante - eter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them, being still abwork 
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TO THE GAS COMPANIES 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND THE CONTINENT: 


(GAENEL AND COAL FOR GAS 


PURPOSES.—Fifteen years’ connexion with one 
of the lar; Gas Concerns in England, enables us 
from practical experience to certify that the CANNEL 
and COAL we offer are those best suited for Gas pur- 

oses. 
’ On application, we shall have much pleasure in for- 
warding our Tabulated Statements of Analyses, with 
Prices and Terms; also References as to respecta- 


bility. 

all Contract Orders have our careful and best 
attention. 

EMANUEL TURNER and Co., Exporters of Cannel 
and Coal, 34, Castle Street, LIVERPOOL. 


THE COUNTY AND GENERAL 
GAS CONSUMERS’ 
COMPANY (Limited), 

Capital, £50,000 (with power to increase), 

In 10,000 Shares of £5 each; Deposit of 5s. per Share 
on application, and 15s. per Share on allotment. 

Five per Cent. interest will be allowed on all sums 
paid in advance on calls. 

Established for the purpose of lighting with Gas 
Provincial Towns, Villages, and new localities, either 
by the erection of new Works, or by purchasing or 
leasing such existing Works as may be obtained on 
fair terms. 

The Company are now in active operation, and sup- 
plying Gas at Pater, Pembroke, and Northfleet, and 
are engaged erecting Works at Walton-on-Thames. 
Negotiations are also in progress forthe acquisition of 
several other existing works. 

Applications for Shares, Prospectuses, &c., to be 
made at the Offices of the Company, 76, King William 
Street, City. 


BUTTERFIELD and DEMPSTER, 


GAS ENGINEERS, & CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE 


Erection of New and Repairs of Gas-Works, 
NEW ROAD, ELLAND, anp 15, HOLDEN 
STREET, HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE, 

Beg most respectfully to call the attention of Gas 
Companies and Gas Proprietors to their DOUBLE- 
GROVED FIRE-BRICK OVENS, now so extensively 
used in many of our large Gas-Works, and giving uni- 
versal satisfaction, many of which have been at work 
for the Jast 14 years, and are still in good working 
order. Their capabilities of being heated to a more 
intense heat than iron, and the small annual cost for 
repairs, make them an article better adapted to Gas 
Companies and Proprietors than any other at present 
before them. The great saving in labour attending the 
use of our Ovens in the manufacture of Gas has made 
them more general in many of the large Gas-Works, 

they particularly r Jing th ives. 
o. l—1 ft. 6 in. wide, any length. 
No. 2—3 ft. wide do. 
No. 3—4 ft. wide do. 
No. 4—5 ft. wide do. 
No. 5—Set of three to one Fire, viz.—one 4 ft. wide 
at the top, and 15 in. each side of Furnace. 
No. 6—Set of three to one Fire, viz.—one 5 feet, and 
one 18 in, each side of Furnace. 
Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts set on the most improved 
principle. 
Cast-Iron Retorts, Condensers, Purifiers, all sizes. 











four Purifiers alternately. 


of Gas Castings at the cheapest possible prices. 


||Plans and Specifications prepared for every | 


deseription of Apparatus in the Manufac- 
ture and Distribution of Gas. 
Testimonials and References forwarded on application. 








Gas Governors, Cast-Iron Pipes, and every description 


THE PURIFYING-HOUSE SUPERSEDED. 


R. LAMING (Inventor of the 
Revivified Oxide of Iron Purification) has the 
satisfaction to announce that Gas may now be purified 
in a manner that combines unusual commercial ad- 
vantages with all the possible requirements of the 
sanitary officer and the public. All that need be said 
to call attention to the new process is, that instead of 
the purifying-house, two vessels of small area, placed 
after the condenser, suffice; that these vessels never 
have the least communication with the atmosphere ; 
and that neither lime, oxide, nor any other substance 
foreign to the gas itself is brought into contact with 
it. Gas engineers will perceive among the advantages 
thus offered, economy in room, labour, and materials ; 
impossibility of nui ; aud total absence of injury 
to the illuminating power. 
Particulars by addressing RicHaRD LaMING, 118, 
F&NCHURCH STREET. 


DINAS FIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
AND CEMENTS. 


YOUNG & ALLEN, 


MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS, 
NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 

Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 
nagers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 
goods, and more especially to their BRICK RETORTS, 
which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 
Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 
large excess of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE APPLICA- 
TION OF HEAT, and consequently becoming sounder 
and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 
that of the ordinary Clay Retorts. 

Young and Allen’s DINAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
CEMENT have been long used for the linings of fur- 
naces exposed to high temperatures, and are well known 
in the London and other Gas-works. They can be 
forwarded by rail to all parts of the United Kingdom, 
and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 

Prices on application as above. 











CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


HOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
SHORT STREET, NEw Cut, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON. 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 
Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 


pipe. 

The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 

found very satisfactory :— 
“ The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
Broad Street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846. 
‘Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- 
sively for seven years past. 1t was adopted to obviate 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the purpose intended. 

“TI have recommended its use ineey ral provincial 
towns with which I am professional! ted, and 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in 
any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is 
required of it.—{ am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

“‘GEDDIE PEARSE. 
** Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 


r WILLIAM RYDER, 








| GENERAL MINERAL AND METAL AGENT AND MERCHANT, 


Hydraulic Centre-Valves, for working two, three, or | 


4, DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 

is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Applianees of every description, in- 
cluding Cast and Wrought Iron Goods, Coals, Fire- 
Bricks, Retorts, &c. &c. 

Auy communications addressed to him as above shall 
have prompt attention. 





CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS AND METER-MAKERS, 1] 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREKT, ” || 
NWELL, LONDON (E.C.), | 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con-! | 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, | | 
Pipes, &c. 7 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and | 

all Water-Fittings. 





[April 13, 1858, | 
| 








| 

| 

HARRIS AND PEARSON, _|| 
PROPRIETORS OF i] 

BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF | 

FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS 4&C,) 
AMBLECOTE Fire Clay AND BRICK Works, | 
STOURBRIDGE, | 

Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pideock, Esq. 


OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
companies and the public, that he is desirous of meeting 
any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, sT, 
PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the 
manufacturing department, they will have the fullest 
a gpa of investigating the many improvements he 
has recently effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY 
GAS-METER, by which full security will be afforded 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the 
searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary-Valve 
Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at a 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a quar- 
er of a foot per hourupona blue light; and a guarantee 
will be given to all gas companies to keep it in repair 
for not less than five years, free of expense. With this 
meter the gas-supplier may fully depend upon a fair | 
return, and the public upon having ajust measurer. 

GAS BATHS, GAS COOKING and HEATING 
STOVES, for allclasses. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
and perfect ventilation secured. 

Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 
in especial cases, may meet him either at his office, | 
145, REGENT STREBT, or at his residence, 5, Firzroy 
SquaRE, b giving one day’s notice. 

Gas-works erected for private houses, where no gas 
company exists. 


- s«¥#EDWIN DIXON, 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS | 
Originally established in 1833, | 
Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, and 
articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, 
or Steam. 
E. D. had the honour of receiving the 
PRIZE MEDAL 
warded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the | 
GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from | 
the latter date has supplied many towus exclusively | 
with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINLERS, 


A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 
has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made | 
at the above-named Works, and several others with 
populations early as great; in fact, the reputation | 
now acquired induces this nctice to the public. | 

Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from | 
one to three hundred thousand feet. 
HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, 
o resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, ex- 
en sively manufactured. 

STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE, 
of the best possible description. 

Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure 
before leaving the Works, 
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By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 


ESTABLISHED 1836. 


Improvements, 





on the shortest notice. 





7, SNOW HILL, anp 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 


J.MEACOCK begs to call attention to his patent method of securing the Leather 
diaphragm of his Dry Meter. Instead of using the soldering iron for this purpose, 
it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound to a metal frame, as 
shown in the drawing. 

By this improvement the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its 
durability must be longer; also, its repair when needful is most simple, as a new 
‘eather diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim 
or frame to which it had been screwed up. 


Meters of Gas Companies being subject to so much wear and tear, J. M. begs 
leave to assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing 
ut the stoutest materials for cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best 
foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but first-class workmen 
employed in their construction. 


Wet Gas-Meters Repaired and Reconstructed with J, Meacock’s Modern 


METERS SENT ON APPROVAL. 


™ consequence of the great demand for the above Meters, J. Mcacock has found it necessary to remove his 
Manufactory to more extensive Premises, 16, West Street, Smithfield, where Orders will be executed 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 1858. 


| NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 

Ir is curious to note the singular absence of anything like a 
broad, philosophical spirit of inquiry amongst the leading men 
of the present day. Latterly, for instance, Mr. Bright, one of 
the chiefs of the Manchester school, has endeavoured to origi- 
nate an excitement on the score of the increase of our national 
expenditure ; and he has, to some extent with justice, called 
| attention to the remarkable increase of the Budget in the chap- 
ters immediately connected with the civil Administration. But 
these men of the Manchester school either overlook, or they 
are wilfully blind to the fact, that much of the increase in the 
national expenditure has been rendered necessary by the at- 
tempts to carry out their own socialist doctrines, and that a 
numerous and costly Central Administration is the almost in- 
evitable consequence of the substitution of the action of the 
community for that of private individuals. They are like the 
defunct Administrative Reformers, who could perceive defects 
in the distribution of pay, place, and office, but could not per- 
ceive that the real evil which was at the bottom of English 
politics resided in the number of useless offices ; and whilst 
these two classes of Reformers have been, and are, wasting 
their labour in the endeavour to remedy a detail, they allow 
mischievous general principles to take firm root. Mr. Bright 
jand his friends at Manchester have found it convenient to 























| transfer the supply of Gas and Water from the hands of private 
|, companies to the municipal body in which they have influence’; 
|| they would willingly, it appears, also give that body the con- 

‘trol of public education; but if the Jocal community be thus 
_ allowed to interfere with the private life of its members, there 
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is good @ priori reason for calling for the establishment of some 
independent control over its actions. An enlightened Central 
Administration may fairly be thought to be required to protect 
the interests of minorities, and to check the tyranny of majori- 
ties, whenever municipal bodies are clothed with great powers of 
action; so that, in fact, the very application of the socialist 
doctrines of the Manchester school leads to the increase of 
expenditure its leaders now so energetically condemn. The 
recent robbery of the Corporation of Liverpool, effected mainly 
at the instigation of the rival Corporation of Manchester, 
must eventually lead to an increase of the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of the Board of Trade—consequently, to an 
increase in the number of its clerks: the trading operations 
of the Manchester Corporation must also, in some way 
or another, render necessary an increase in the staff of 
the Home Secretary; whilst the application of the same 
principle in other places has rendered apparently necessary 
the existence of the costly Board of Health. Mr. Bright may 
do good service by calling public attention to the incessant 
encroachments of the Central Government upon the national 
purse; but the source of the evil is, as we have said, far deeper 
than he and his friends seem to believe, and they themselves 
have really done much towards developing it to its present 
alarming extent. It is not alone as the would-be organs of 
private enterprise that we thus protest against the false politico- 
economical doctrines of the day. We do so quite as much 
because we believe that society is being hurried into a path 
fraught with ruin and misery to itself at the instigation of 
mistaken enthusiasts, or of needy adventurers, such as figure in 
the Manchester school or the Birmingham Social Science 
Association. Men—especially politicians—at the present day 
neglect the consideration of first principles; and it cannot then 
be a matter of surprise that this neglect should lead to “ lame 
and impotent conclusions.” 

But the practical results of the General Board of Health and 
of its operations have been so monstrously and so manifestly 
ridiculous, that, waiving all discussions as to the principles 
involved in the Public Health Act, 1848, we earnestly invite 
the attention of the Legislature to the subject. In so doing, 
we would also observe that the ostensible cost of this Depart- 
ment is by no means an indication of the real expense to the 
nation of this very useless body. The £12,000 or £15,000 
per annum which appears avowedly in the Budget as the out- 
lay for the purpose of guiding local authorities in their drainage 
or water supply works, is indeed but a small proportion of 
the money we have to pay for the promulgation of as much 
bad Engineering, bad English, and bad legislation on sanitary 
matters, as ever disgraced any country. It would be a hope- 
less task to endeavour to discover the real cost of the official 
mischief-making of our Chadwickian Board of Health, because, 
not only is it very difficult for ordinary mortals to see through 
the legerdemain of Government financiers, but it is almost im- 
possible to estimate the amount of money wasted in conse- 
quence of the false theories promulgated, or of the bad systems 
latterly introduced at the instigation of these would-be re- 
formers of the Engineering and Mathematical sciences applied 
in the execution of sanitary works. But even of the national 
expenditure it must be evident that far more than at first sight 
appears is incurred by, or on account of, the Central Board of 
Health; and it might be worth while to inquire how much of 
the outlay for printing and stationery, how much of that for 
so-called scientific commissions, is fairly chargeable to this 
mischievous graft upon the Central Administration ? 


Evidently the present would be a very favourable opportu- 
nity for an inquiry into the whole of the recent legislation on 
the class of subjects to which we refer. Lord J. Manners, in 
his reply to the Deputation upon the subject of the Main 
Drainage, showed that he, at least, was not disposed to 
follow the example of impertinent interference set him by his 
predecessor in office, the Magnificent Gardener and Bell founder, 
the guondam liberal member for the Marylebone vestry ; and 
we have reason to believe that there are others amongst his 
colleagues who entertain as truly constitutional opinions as he 
appears to hold. Lord J. Manners promises, indeed, a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons on the state of the 
Thames ; but no doubt he would enlarge the objects of its in- 
vestigation if he were properly invited so to do; and certainly 
the observations of our learned judges on some recent occa- 
sions prove that there is a necessity for introducing extensive 
changes in the abortive Metropolis Management and Metro- 
polis Buildings Acts. In fact, the Metropolitan municipal 

















—_y 


~ 





se lita Et 


SS 


ei? 


eee 


TSAR ae Be > 














204 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


[April 13, 1858. 





| legislation of late years has been so absurdly empirical, and | 


has been founded upon principles so utterly false, that the only | 
wonder is, as Lord Justice Knight Bruce observed, that greater | 
confusion in the ordinary relations of life has not been intro- 


advise the Dublin Corporation as to its water supply, solely, 
simply, and avowedly, because he is an Englishman. It used | 
to be said that talent had no country, but Irish patriotism is | 
made of sterner, and more local, stuff. All this is, however, | 


very silly; especially if the local prejudices should cause our | 


duced by it. The most obvious remedy to all these evils—to 
the confusion, jobbery, and flood of demagogueism—would be 


Of course, they require modifications to adapt them to the 
wants of the age; but those modifications should spring from 
the development of the institutions themselves, not be made 
at once, spic and span new, after the models of foreign demo- 
cratic constitutions. Our ordinary readers, the Gas and Water 
proprietors, may depend upon it that the safety of their pro- 








|| the country, thus so often insisted upon by us; and it is their 
‘interest, as well as their duty, to resist the modern fashion for 
| clothing municipal bodies with the unconstitutional powers re- 
‘cently attempted to be conferred on them. That such men as 
,the guondam liberal member for Marylebone should honour 


despise, and seek to overrule whenever they have a little brief 
authority, ought alone to inspire reasonable men with a sus- 


| picion that the particular phase of the cause so advocated must 


| be defective ; and certainly the recent persecutions of trading 
companies by some of the new local boards, and the capricious 
interference of others with private property, indicate that even 
the principles of Local Self-Government may easily be distorted 
| to evil. 

| The Parliamentary Paper 137, of this Session, seems to illus- 





trate, to some extent, the description of injustice to which 


[companies are exposed in England; and, if we were not con- | 
vinced to the contrary by costly and sad experience, we should | 
have expected that its publication would lead to some united | 


effort on their part to secure a greater measure of justice. The 
Paper contains a return of ‘ the gross receipts for water,” and 


panies; and it displays this remarkable fact, amongst others, 





| assessed upon the sum of not less than £11,716. 9s. 6d., or, 
in fact, upon about 7} per cent. on the gross water rental. 
, Now, we do contend that, inasmuch as the mains in no way 
\interfere with the beneficial enjoyment of the roadway, and as 
| they cannot bring any charge upon the parish, there is a gross 
injustice in levying rates of this oppressive character. Latterly, 
\it has been held that steamboat-piers in the Thames are not 
jliable to be rated for the poor; but we cannot perceive that 


there is any distinction between the easement of mains under | 


a public way on the land, and that of a pier in the water— 
excepting always that great public companies are too frequently 
considered fair game by parochial authorities, and, as such, are 
/robbed to the utmost. There are apparently different rules of 





morality to be applied to those anomalous bodies from those 


tendency, which prevails in the ranks of our Central Adminis- 
tration quite as muchas it does amongst vestries. The passage 
we allude to is one in which the Postmaster pretends to compare 
the various charges for carrying mails; in it he says that the 
charge per mile in England is 9}d., whilst in America it is 54d. ; 
that the charge for mail-carts, stages, &c., is 33d.; and that 
for personal delivery is about 2}d. We are writing away from 
authority, and may therefore be mistaken in some small figures, 
but our readers may depend on their substantial correctness ; 
and the disingenuousness of the attack on our Railway Com- 
panies will not be affected by any small change in the figures. 
The unfairness of the accusation lies in this—that no allusion 
whatever is made to the weights of the mails delivered in the 
various cases, although that must be the most vital consideration 
in every such calculation; nor is any allusion whatever made 
to the rate of speed of the mails in any instance. The sup- 
pressio veri in the Postmaster-General’s Report is, in fact, a 
suggestio falsi; because it is notorious that, all things considered, 
the English railways transact the postal business on more 
favourable terms than any other public carriers do, either at 
home or in the United States. 

Certainly, the Irish people are very funny, or very silly. We 
have lately heard the Cork ery of Irish gas for Ireland, and 
now it seems that Irish water and Irish Engineers are alone to 
|| be tolerated in the very capital of the sister kingdom. Joking 
\|apart, it appears that latterly an objection was actually raised 
\|to the employment of one of our most eminent Engineers to 











to return to the old constitutional institutions of the country. | 


||perty is connected with the respect for the old institutions of | 


with their lips the local self-government they in their hearts | 


of ‘* the assessment to the poor-rates”’ of several Water Com- 


that the pipes and mains of the New River Company are | 


Celtic brethren merely to refuse the best advice. If these feel- 
ings prevail generally, of what good is the Union? 


local prejudice to which we have above referred, took up also 
to some extent the unjust outcry against the Liverpool Water- 
Works ; and we believe that in Liverpool itself the opponents 


vours to prejudice the public against the Rivington Pike supply. 
There is manifest injustice in this course of proceeding; for it 


as it was necessary to do near Liverpool, without leaving a large 
| quantity of organic matter upon the surface. All this matter 


The Dublin people, on the occasion of the absurd display of | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


of that undertaking are still earnestly at work in their endea- . 


must be impossible to convert so large a district into reservoirs, | 


must be removed before the real quality of the Rivington waters | 


can be properly appreciated ; but evenif it be admitted, for the 
sake of argument, that they are permanently, and necessarily, 
as discoloured as the waters used without complaint at Man- 


mains unsolved, of where else could a supply for Liverpool 
have been obtained? The peculiar position of the ridge which 
forms the boundary between the rivers flowing into the Irish 
Sea on the one side, and into the German Ocean on the other, 


| any considerable dimension, and it also limits the supply to the 


lower beds of the new red sandstone under the town; so that | 
| the inhabitants must resort forcedly to some scheme for col-_ 


lecting and storing the waste waters of their rains. We have, 


| ordinary system of filtration. 
of excitement on account of the successful inauguration of the 
Yan-Yean Water-Works, which are, in fact, a very creditable 
adaptation of the principles of the Liverpool works. What a 
marvellous tale is the whole history of that colony! Twenty 
years ago the town hardly had a name, and now Melbourne 
rivals in population, wealth, and commercial energies the capi- 
tals of many old established countries. Long since we our- 
selves endeavoured to call the attention of our Colonial Office 
to the possibility of applying convict labour to the execution of 
works, for the purpose of regulating the somewhat capricious 


hail with great joy the first practical attempt in a direction 
which must ultimately be fraught with infinite advantage to 


sist in the formation of a reservoir for the purpose of storing 


a t | the rainflow from 5000 acres of land situated in the hills, about 
applicable to other parties; nor need we go farther than the | 
last report of the Postmaster-General for an illustration of this | 


16 miles from Melbourne. The reservoir also occasionally re- 
ceives the waters from the rivers Plenty and Yarra ; it is about 
| 2 miles in diameter and 10 miles in circumference, with a 
_ depth of water of about 19 feet. The bank, which closes the. 
gorge thus converted into a reservoir, is no less than 170 feet 
| wide at the bottom and 20 feet wide at the top, with slopes to- 
| wards the land of 2 to 1, and towards the water of 3 to 1; it! 
has a stone hearting 30 feet wide at bottom and 10 feet wide 
| at top, carried down 10 feet only below the natural surface. 
Of course there are the usual accompaniments of by-washes, 
| goits, channels, culverts, &c.; and the water is laid on in the| 
| town under constant pressure. 
| It is understood that the Report of Messrs. Bidder and! 
Hawksley upon the monstrous Sewerage Interception scheme 
of Sir B. Hali’s referees has been presented. At present we 
cannot notice it in the manner it deserves, so we prefer merely 
thus to call attention to the subject, and to ask our readers to 
refer to the back numbers of this Journat in which it has al- 
ready been discussed. The coincidence between the opinions 
of the able men lately consulted by the Metropolitan Board 
and those we have expressed, is so marked, we had almost said, 
at times so startling, that we feel bound to mention the fact. Be 
this as it may, it is certain, however, that the new Report will 
render it more than ever imperative on the Legislature to take 
the whole matter into its own hands. Let us hope that, now we 
have no longer a strong Government, we may see a fair and im- 
partial Committee appointed to inquire into the subject of the 
Sewerage of the Metropolis. 


the country. The works actually executed are stated to con- | 





At the last meeting of the Society of Arts an important 
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chester, and a thousand other places, the great question re- | 


prevents the streams flowing towards Liverpool from attaining | 


however, strong reasons for believing that the impurity so | 
much complained of is only attributable to matters in mecha- | 
nical suspension ; and that these can be removed by a very | 


At Melbourne the whole colony seems now to be in a state | 


| 


régime of the Australian rivers; and therefore it is that we | 
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paper, by Dr. Odling, on the ‘ Chemistry of Bread-Making,”’ | 
was read, and an animated discussion followed, both of which | 
deserve, and will doubtless receive, the attention of all who | 
take an interest in what is called the ‘“ Adulteration of Food 

Question.”” Our readers will recollect the storm of indignation | 
raised amongst the expectant place-hunters at the evidence 
given by Mr. L. Thompson, in 1856, before the Parliamentary | 
Committee which investigated this subject, and Dr. Odling’s 

paper will probably meet with the same reception, in consequence 

of the boldness with which it exposes the loose chemistry of the 

Hassell school, and the manliness with which it combats popular | 
prejudice against the use of a small portion of alum in the 

making of bread. Mr. Thompson’s assertion that alum is de- 

composed by the gluten of the flour is at length admitted by 

all parties to be correct, and even Dr. Normandy’s original 

process for detecting alumina in bread, upon which scores of 

convictions have taken place, is now prcnounced to be utterly 

worthless. Some doubt is further entertained as to whether 

his new, or rather his improvement upon Kuhlmann’s 

process, is to be depended on, unless the final precipitate 

is completely re-analyzed, a precaution which does not appear 

The idea 

that the constituents of alum produce constipation, or other 

injurious effect on the digestive organs, seems also to be aban- 

doned, and the only remaining tangible objection against its 

use in bread consists in a presumption that the phosphate of 

lime, or bone-forming ingredient contained in wheat, may be 

decomposed and converted into phosphate of alumina. [If 

this objection be founded in fact, it will apply only to the 

young and growing people ; but before consigning thousands 

of quarters of unsound wheat to the feeding of pigs or dress- 

ing of calicoes, it may be worth while to pause, and inquire 

whether it might not be used for human food without detri- 

ment to the public health? This is the substantial question 

raised by Dr. Odling’s paper, and we trust the subject will be 

thoroughly ventilated, not by clap-trap letters in the Lancet, 

but by serious and practical papers or discussions amongst 

our learned bodies. 


«TAKE CARE OF YOUR POCKETS!” 

A suspicious-looking handbill is being circulated, announcing 
that ‘The Borough of Marylebone Gas Company has been 
established to supply the consumers of the parishes of Mary- 
lebone, Pancras, and Paddington with gas at a lower rate than 
they at present pay, to give them a pure and brilliant light, 
and also to guarantee that in future no arbitrary changes shall 
take place in their prices.” It might be supposed from this 
announcement that the company had dropped on to the earth 
like Aladdin’s palace, already formed, without any previous 
knowledge that such a vision was to be expected. There is 
not, as is usual at the commencement of such undertakings, 
any prospectus issued showing the names of the directors, 
secretary, or of any other person officially connected with the 
concern, all which are assumed to be as well known as the | 
establishment of the company itself; and the only locality | 
vouchsafed to be named is a small broker’s shop in George 
Street, Euston Road, where communications are to be addressed | 
to “ Henry Parker, Esq.,” an individual whose antecedents and | 
whose place of residence are not disclosed. It has been stated 
on poetical authority that ‘“‘ Great events from little causes | 
spring ;” and if the greatness of an event be inversely propor- | 
tionate to the littleness of the cause, the Borough of Marylebone 
Gas Company (Limited) bids fair to be a most important under- | 
taking, for never did the beginning of any enterprise look so | 
insignificant. 

The handbill, which is a curious jumble of ungrammatical 
sentences, after announcing the establishment of the company 
and its objects, proceeds to inform the public that ‘ its success 
is certain; for without a guaranteed remunerating number of 
customers the company will not undertake the risk or com- 
mence the manufacture of gas.” Thus, in the same breath, 
the certainty of success is positively affirmed, whilst the com- 
mencement of operations is declared to be dependent on a 
contingency that is not at all likely to happen if the house- 
holders, who are shortly to be canvassed, attend to the warning 
at the head of this article. It is further stated that ‘ the pro- 
moters see at once the necessity and the success of the present | 
undertaking ;” the necessity being founded on the helpless con- 
dition in which it is assumed the consumers will be left by the 
districting arrangements, “liable to have any rate, however 
high, enforced on them for gas, however bad;” and the success | 














being apparent in the “ exorbitant profits’’ of the existing gas 
companies. The metropolitan parishes have shown pretty 
clearly that they are not in the helpless condition which is thus 
represented, and that they possess considerable facility in an- 
ticipating possible grievances without the aid of the promoters 


_of the Borough of Marylebone Gas Company (Limited) 


whoever they may be; and as the average dividends of 
the gas companies of London do not amount to 6 per cent. 
their profits cannot be so exorbitant as to guarantee success to 
a rival company. The agitators of Marylebone threatened at 
one time the formation of a parochial gas establishment, but 
the more sober-minded of them discountenanced such a project 
as leading to jobbing and wasteful expenditure; and if they 
were not inclined to trust themselves with the management of 
the lighting of the parish, we scarcely think they will be dis- 
posed to place confidence in a company which has no more 
substantial location than a small broker’s shop; whose direc- 
tors, treasurer, solicitors, bankers, and secretary are in nubibus ; 
and whose sole personal representative on earth is Henry 
Parker, of No-man’s-land, Esquire. 

We compared the sudden appearance of the new “ esta- 
blished ” company to that of the palace of Aladdin, and there 
are other points of resemblance between the two besides their 
unexpected presence. The fabric of Eastern romance, though 
completed in all other respects in a single night, was in one part 
defective ; that portion having been purposely left unfinished to 
give the father-in-law of the pseudo prince the gratification of 
completing it. The old king emptied his treasury, threw open 
his caskets of jewels, and employed the most skilful workmen 
for the purpose; but before, they had half done, the palace 
vanished, and with it went the wealth that the king had lavished 
on the deceitful illusion. In like manner the Borough of Mary- 
lebone Gas Company (Limited), though fully established in all 
other respects, has one part left purposely incomplete. The 
one thing wanted is money ; which defect the householders of 
Marylebone, St. Pancras, and Paddington are to have the gra- 
tification of supplying, by taking shares of the low value of £) 
each. Can they resist the opportunity thus considerately 
afforded of giving the finishing touch to a scheme so necessary 
and so certain to be successful? If we judge aright, the house- 
holders and gas consumers of the Borough of Marylebone, 
warned by the flight of Aladdin's palace, will take care of their 


a | 
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pockets, and when the Genius of the Lamp transports the | 


baseless fabric into thin air, we surmise it will still be wanting 
the one thing needful. 


RECKLESS COMPETITION. 


Tuere is no principle of action more popular in this trading 


community than competition, as opposed to monopoly. “ A 
fair field and no favour” is a maxim dear to every Englisb- 
man’s heart, whilst any semblance even of monopoly excites 
a feeling of dislike. 


Hence it is that opposition to established | 
interests is so often hailed with pleasure ; that competitive | | 


examinations, in which all are supposed to have the same | 
chance, are so strongly supported by public opinion ; and hence, ' 


also, the odium which more or less is attached to patented | 
It seems strangely inconsistent, indeed, that in a! 


inventions. 
country where certain hereditary and conventional monopolies 
are held sacred, that there should exist so strong a feeling 
against any approach to trading monopoly; and that, whilst 
it is considered a violation of public faith and common honesty 


to attack some vested interests, there is a lax morality, ap- | 
proaching a spirit of spoliation, as regards other vested interests, | 


that have equal claims to be respected, and by the maintenance 


of which the public are directly benefited. | 


The spirit of competition seems to be inherent in the national 


character. Much of the greatness, and most of the prosperity, || 


of this country may be traced to active and enterprising rivalry 


with foreign nations and with one another ; and, when directed | 


to its legitimate objects, and restricted within proper bounds, it 
is a most laudable incentive to industry. It would be a dark 


day indeed for England were the stimulating influence of com- |’ 


petition to be extinguished, for with it would be stifled im- 
provements in the arts and manufactures, to which it gives 
rise. We may regret the distress and the sacrifice of property | 


when, in the course of improvement, one system of labour dis- | 


places another, and costly machinery becomes valueless by the 


invention of more perfect means of manufacture; but these | 


temporary evils that result in the course of legitimate com- 
petition are more than compensated by the permanent benefits 
which ensue. Thus, the various applications of steam power te 
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|; supplant manual labour, locomotion on railways, the supply of 
'| water to towns through artificial conduits, and the introduction 
|| of gas lighting, was each attended with great individual suffer- 
|| ing and with loss of property; but such personal sacrifices 
| sank into insignificance when compared with the advantages 
|, derived from the application of those important improvements. 
|, Competition, even on its smaller scale, as exhibited between 
‘rival manufacturers and tradesmen in the disposa) of their 
| wares, has a beneficial tendency, not only in diminishing prices 
| to consumers, but in the production of superior articles and in 
' finding out better and cheaper sources of supply. Every one 
engaged in commercial enterprises must make up his mind to 
| the contingencies of competition, and to the possible effects of 
|, improved systems of manufacture and of the progress of scien- 
|| tific discovery. Should some more facile and more rapid mode 
|| of travelling than by railways be invented, or should some new 
| discovery throw gas illumination into shade, even in those cases 
‘the millions of money embarked in railways and in gas-works 
‘must be sacrificed for the public good; and we might rest 
assured that the loss would be more than repaid by the benefits 
conferred on society in general. 
Whilst thus freely admitting the advantages of competition 
when conducted on sound principles and in a fair, honest, and 
honourable spirit of rivalry, none can more strongly condemn 
, than we do the reckless system of warfare we sometimes wit- 
_ ness between capital sunk in the earth, which cannot be trans- 
| ported elsewhere or converted to any other use than that for 
which it was originally destined. An ordinary trader can with- 
_draw his capital and try his fortune in another place should he 
find himself unable to employ it with advantage ; but an invest- 
‘ment once made in a railway, a gas-work, a water-work, or 
other similar undertaking, is immovable, and no amount of com- 
petition can drive either of the competitorsentirely out of the field. 
Even one temporarily unpopular party may, by underselling his 
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rival, hold his ground, of which the contest now raging in Cork is 
an instance ; but opposition originating under the circumstances 
and in the mannerthere practised, is not competitionin the proper 
‘meaning of the terni,—it is sheer rancorous, selfish hostility, from | 
| which no good can permanently be gained by the public, whilst it 
is directly disastrous in its effects. Every one but those running | 
in that mad race of ruin can see the folly of such a proceeding | 
when it is pursued on a small scale between two rival establish- | 
‘ments ; nor is the folly Jess, though not always so clearly ma- 
nifest, when it is perpetrated on a large scale by public com- 
panies. When, in the days of stage coaches, rival proprietors 
carried passengers from London to Manchester for nothing, 
those who risked their necks on the racing coaches laughed at 
the men who would not agree to run on the same road at re- 





munerative prices. Motives of spleen and personal hostility 
,, would account for, though it could not justify, such conduct in 
those individuals ; but we now witness a still greater and more 
‘| unaccountable act of folly committed by two railway companies 
''who each possess a separate road to distinct parts of the king- 
dom, and whom we cannot suppose to be influenced by the 
‘petty motives of malice or personal rancour that blinded the 
stage coach proprietors or the Cork politicians. The directors 
_ of those companies are conveying passengers to the same town 
‘and back again for even less than the cost of the single jour- 
ney when nothing was charged for the coach fare. The fees to 
coachmen and guards, and the necessary refreshments on the 
road must, in the latter case, have amounted to twice the 
‘nominal fare now charged for conveyance in closed carriages in 
one-third the time. ‘This suicidal war of one large company 
‘against another is the strangest to which the desire for reck- 
less competition has given rise, for the directors of both must 
be fully aware thet no good can result to either from the con- 
test. It is more scuseless than that of the coach proprietors, 
for each one of theni might reasonebly have expected to force 
his rival from the road ere long—an expectation that the direc- 
tors of neither company can possibly entertain. 
This competition of one established railway company against 
another, though ii may waste their resources and diminish the 
| dividends of the siacholders, is not calculated permanently to 
iujure the interest~ of the public, who may take advantage of 
‘the cheap trips, so loug as they last, without having to pay for 
them hereafter \{ter a time, no doubt, hostilities will cease ; 
Lut as the directors cau scarcely raise the fares higher than they 
were before without risking the diminution of passenger traffic, 
ive loss already d must be borne by the shareholders. 





‘r, in which injurious competition most 
vil, the public become sufferers as well as 


In the form, 
equently present: 








those against whom competition is directed. Take, for ex- 
ample, a gas company or a water company in the sole posses- 
sion of a district, and thus enabled with profit to supply their 
customers at a much cheaper rate than is possible when capital 
is sunk in the construction of duplicate works, in laying down 
two sets of mains, and in the expenses of two establishments. 
The monopoly of a single company, however, is disliked by the 
consumers, who fancy that they should be better and more 
cheaply supplied if there were competition. It is very probable, 
too, that the privilege of sole possession may have been some- 
what abused, and that the established company may have been 
less liberal and less accommodating than they otherwise would. 
Under such circumstances a new company is started—a con- 
sumers’ company, as it is now customary to call such inter-}, 
lopers. Fresh capital is raised and sunk in the new under- 
taking; the demand is divided between the two companies 
without being increased ; and it is no longer possible to supply 
the article at the same price as before with a reasonable profit. 
Nevertheless, it is necessary to tempt consumers to leave the 
old company by the offer of lower rates, and both companies, | 
after striving against each other at a great loss, at length co- | 
alesce ; and then the consumers find themselves subjected once | 
more to the monopoly they before tried to shake off—with the | 

further disadvantage of having to pay a higher price in order 
to compensate the united company for the losses sustained | 
during their struggle, and to pay interest on the additional | 
unnecessary capital sunk in the concern. | 
Such is the usual course of reckless competition when a new | 
company starts to share the custom of one already in possession. 
In these cases the consumers derive no permanent advantages, 
whilst the shareholders suffer serious losses. It sometimes | 
happens, no doubt, that the fault lies with the established com- | 
panies, who tempt competition by unreasonably high charges | 
| 














and by want of courtesy; and, in some cases, the formation of 
a rival company might be prevented by liberal and open con- 
duct. If it were made clearly manifest that the profits of the 
existing undertaking were only fairly remunerative, and the || 
business was conducted with a desire to give satisfaction, com- || 
petition would be disarmed. There are, indeed, exceptional | 
cases wherein no amount of liberality and every possible attention 
to the wants of consumers would fail to conciliate, of which the 1 
supply of gas to the city of Cork furnishes a notable example. /| 
The Cork Consumers’ Company was started not because there | 
were reasonable complaints against the established company, 
but for the purpose of gratifying the enmity of a knot of politi- 
cal agitators, who formed the determination to expel the || 
“Saxons.” The competition in that city presents different | 
features from those generally seen in such contests, but there | 
| 
| 
| 








is no reason to doubt that it will terminate in the usual manner, 
either by coalition or by purchase, when the patriotic flame 
which burns in the breasts of the shareholders becomes dimmed 
by the abstraction of cash from their pockets. | 


An apt illustration of ill-directed competition is afforded by | 
the present deplorable condition of the Woolwich, Charlton, | 
and Plumstead Water Company, which was started some years || 
since to compete with the Kent Water-Works Company. | 
They have spent all their money without having completed | 
their works, and having been supplying water at rates that | 
were not remunerative, they have been compelled to solicit for | 
additional time to enable them to pay their local rates now in | 
default, amounting to the overwhelming sum of £50! One| 
member of the deputation, who urged the request on behalf of | 
the company, stated that he had purchased £700 worth of 
shares, which he would be glad to part with for as many 
shillings ; and it was further stated that the company had been 
worked for the last six months with the private funds of the || 
directors. 


The fate of the Woolwich Water Company serves as a strik- | 
ing additional warning against similar attempts to destroy es- | 
tablished interests by reckless competition ; and being recent 
and most complete in its failure, it is calculated to make a 
strong impression. We cannot hope, however, that any warn- 
ing will have a lasting effect, considering the many that have 
been unheeded. We do not, indeed, desire the spirit of com- 
petition to be repressed, but we wish to see it. directed into, 
legitimate channels, where it may operate for the public good, 
instead of rushing headlong against vested property, where 
nothing ‘but injury can be done, and where ruin stares it im 


the face. 
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Circular to Gas Compantes. 
Tue change which has been gradually taking place during the 
last few years in the disposition of the Legislature to favour reck- 


fied this session in the recent proceedings of the committees on 


“ Poaching bills,” as the chairman happily described the rival 
| bills of the Staffordshire Potteries (British) and Stoke Fenton 
|Companies, are no longer listened to; and Mr. Roupell, the 
| Radical member for Lambeth, who sat on the Chester com- 
| mittee, and whose constituents are loudly clamorous for free 
‘ltrade in gas, must have become a convert to the superior 
'|advantages of a monopoly, regulated and controlled by the 
'|Gas-Works Clauses Act of 1847. This change of policy com- 
'|}menced as far back as 1850, and was indicated by the resolu- 
'|tion agreed to by Mr. Cardwell’s committee on the Great 
‘Central Consumers’ Bill, by which a locus penitentie was offered 
|| to the old companies, who, however, preferred a fair stand-up 
|| fight, to buying off the opposition and thereby offering, as they 
|| conceived, a premium to future speculators. The only subse- 
|| quent really competing gas bills have been those for establish- 
|;ing new companies in Sheffield and in Cork; the former was 
|| disposed of by an amalgamation forced upon the promoters by the 
| committee, while the latter was ignominiously rejected. Parlia- 
| ment finding the inevitable consequences of competition be- 
| tween gas companies to be coalition or combination, has wisely 
‘resolved to discourage competition, taking measures, however, 
for protecting the public—whenever the opportunity occurs— 
|| against any abuse of the monopoly, by means of limitations in 
| the price and in the rate of dividend, and by stipulations against 
|| deterioration in the quality of the article supplied. Under this 
|| system we have seen the price of gas reduced in Liverpool from 
|| 48. 6d. to 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet, without prejudice to the inte- 
||rests of those who have invested their capital in the undertak- 
||ing, and with undeniable advantage to the public. Similarly 
in London we see 4s. 6d. charged by companies who have the 
|| power to charge 6s. ; and it is not impossible that, under the 
'|operation of the various checks which the system brings into 
‘operation, the price may be eventually still further reduced. 
|| Perhaps the most practical plan that could be devised for coun- 
|| teracting the present popular outcry against gas monopoly would 
be the passing of a general Act, enabling any incorporated gas 
| company which is not already under the régime of the Gas- Works 
| Clauses Act, 1847, to incorporate the provisions of that Act in 
|their special Acts, by the vote of a general meeting, and to 
|admit ev officio directors, nominated by the local authorities, 
'to seats at the boards, a system suggested in the very first 
‘number of this Journat, and which has been found to work 
most successfully at Sheffield. 

We are induced to offer these remarks chiefly in consequence 
of the significant evidence afforded by the recent proceedings, 
of an intention on the part of the Legislature to substitute 
sound commercial and economical principles for the slip-slop, 
hap-hazard system upon which legislation on gas bills has 
hitherto been based. The fear of undue pressure being ex- 
ercised by parliamentary committees, has deterred many gas 
companies from applving for statutory powers, the want of which 
have too often led many of our local authorities into illegal 
abuses of the powers entrusted to them; such, for instance, 
as Parliament has recently put an end to in the Chester case. 
Municipal Corporations and Local Boards of Health must be 
taught to confine themselves to the exercise of their legitimate 
functions, instead of intermeddling, as many of them are wont 
to do, in matters wholly beside their duties. 








| 
| 
| 





Correspondence. 


A SLATE QUARRY LIGHTED BY GAS. 

Stx,—The slate quarry at Festiniog, Merionethshire, belonging 

to Samuel Holland, Esq., has just been successfully lighted with 
||gas under my care. The tunnel to the different levels in the 
‘| mountain containing the quarry is driven through the solid rock 
| to a much greater length than at any of the other Welsh quarries, 
|| and the slate is procured from a series of caverns artificially formed 
|= the interior of the mountain, The rock is very valuable through 

\its producing the best quality of slates. 
|, These underground workings are of pitchy darkness. The mode 








| previously adopted for lighting them by means of dip candles being 
| unsatisfactory, the proprietor determined on trying gas, which has 
effected, in his own words, “a saving in the cost of light, and 


enabled his workmen to do much more labour.” The truth of the 








less competition in the supply of gas, has been strongly exempli- | 


opposed gas bills, which have been fully reported in our columns. | 


| latter statement was quite apparent to the writer when visiting 


the quarry, as the men who were filling the railway trucks with 
slate could see what they were doing, whilst before they had to| 
grope for the material inthe dark, = | 
Outside the principal tunnel a miniature gas apparatus has | 
been fixed, consisting of a 10-inch D retort, 4 feet 6 inches long, | 
| the flues being so adjusted that it will heat in a few hours, \ 
and, by an arrangement of dampers, the retort can be heated at), 
any part required. The condenser is annular, 6 feet long; the || 
outside cylinder 9 inches diameter ; the scrubber is of the same size, 
| as the condenser; the purifier is in two compartments, each 2 feet| 
| square; and the gasholder is 15 feet diameter by 8 feet deep. The | 
| gas is conveyed by a 14-inch pipe through a tunnel 800 yards) 
| long, where there is a branch at right angles of about 120 yards || 
long and 11 inch diameter. Further on, in the same tunnel as || 
| the first, there is another branch of 250 yards of 11-inch pipe, which | 
is then carried 42 feet higher to an upper level, and again to a|/| 
similar height to another level for lighting caverns in both levels. I] 
By experiment it appeared that when the pressure on the outlet | 
from the gasholder indcated 2 inches, a burner fixed 300 yards in 
the tunnel from the works showed scarcely any appreciable reduc- | ' 
tion; and again, at a further distance of 500 yards, the pressure | 
was not materially modified. On a -inch branch pipe 10 yards | 
long, from a pipe 100 yards long, 13 bore, further on at right angles, 
I noticed an abatement of 1-5th of aninch. The gas had the fall, 
2-inch pressure when tried at the upper levels before described. 
The pipes are fixed by hooks to the rock, let into wooden plugs. 
| The burners in the tunnels are fixed, but in the slate openings or 
caverns universal joints are brought into use, as well as vulcanized | 
indiarubber tube with movable stands, which enables the work- 
men to move the light where they may desire. 
These quarries are well deserving of inspection to any one visiting 
the locality, not only on account of the deep interior workings, but 
from the interesting manner in which they are worked. Immense 
blocks of rock are being continually blasted during the day in the 
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planed and sawed by water power into slabs for paving and cisterns. | 
The whole of the produce is afterwards conveyed by railway 14} 

miles to Portmadoc for shipment. 
Beaumaris Gas- Works, Anglesea, 
April 7, 1858. 


“ | 

George Watcorr. | 

! 

mies | 
! 





Register of Pew Patents. 





“‘ Improved apparatus for igniting gas or other lamps.” Patent dated | 

Sept. 29, 1857. 
The object of this invention is to light a gas or other burner, for the pur- | 
pose of illumination, by a current of electricity, in such manner that, after | 
ignition has been produced, the conductor of electricity shall not be ex- | 
posed to the injurious effects of the flame ; and to this end the invention | 
consists in effecting this by combining with a gas or other burner or, 
burners a vibrating electric conductor which shall pass in close proximity | 


reach of the flame. And this invention also consists in letting on and/ 
shutting off the gas from a burner or burners by the motive power of an | 
electro magnet, combined with a suitable valve or equivalent device for | 
opening and closing the aperture or apertures through which the gas is | 
supplied in combination with a vibrating electric conductor. } 
[ Lhe detail of the construction of this invention would not be intelligible 
without recourse to drawings to illustrate it.] 
2507.—Witiiam Epwarp Nzwron, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, for | 
“ Improved apparatus for measuring gas,” Patent dated Sept. 29, 1857. | 
The distinctive character of this invention is described as consisting in 
calculating the quantity of gas that has passed through a pipe or vessel of 
given dimensions, by ascertaining the progressive augmentation or dimi- | 
nution of certain substances when exposed to the current of the gas itself. | 


saturating the gas with the vapour of some liquid, such as water or 


of water contained in the gas by means of some hygroscopic substance, 
such as chloride of calcium, sulphuric acid, or other suitable substance : 
thirdly, by the chemical reaction of a portion of the gas upon certain sub- | 
stances, such as chlorine, with which illuminating gas combines, and 
forms a liquid known under the name of “ Dutch drops.” 
Each of these processes will require an apparatus specially adapted for | 
the particular process intended to be employed, but, as some of the arrange- | 
ments will be common <o all, it will be necessary merely to describe | 
the apparatus which will be required for effecting the intended object by | 
the plan first mentioned, and which is considered by the inventor to be | 
the most simple, and, at the same time, the most certain in its operation. 
This apparatus consists of a vessel made of metal, glass, or any other | 
suitable material, and of any convenient shape. This vessel is partial] y| 
filled with the liquid with which the gas is to be saturated, and trom the | 
upper part of the vessel are suspended a number of strings or threads of 
some fibrous material, which will by its capillarity absorb and draw up a 
quantity of the liquid, and present an extensive evaporating surface to the | 
action of the gas in its passage through the apparatus. A given and 
accurately-ascertained small proportion only of the gas need pass throvgh | 
the apparatus, and this only is allowed to obtain access to the interior or 
absorbing part, while the greater portion of the gas is made to pass through | 
free. The gas in passing through will absorb and carry off acertain quan- | 
tity of the liquid, and it is by accurately measuring or Weighing the quan- | 
tity that remains in the vessel that the amount of gas that has passed! 
through it is contained, | 














caverns, part of which are formed into the best quality of roofing |, 
slates by workmen in shelters on the mountain side, and part are || 


2506.—Wi1t1t1am Epwarp Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, for |! 


with gas to be ignited, and, after producing ignition, pass off beyond |; 


The object of the invention may be effected, first, by partially or wholly /\ 


alcohol, naphtha, or some hydrocarbon ; secondly, by absorbing the vapour || 


a a 


— 








au 


‘£2935.—Deyny Lanr, of Cork, Ireland, for “ Improvements in lighting, 
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he claim is for measuring the quantity of illuminating gas which 
ipesses through a pipe to the burner to be consumed, or of any other gas 


1 
7 
nr 


ough @ pipe. 
turating the gas, either wholly or partially, with the vapour of 
gome liquid, such as water or alcohol, and then measuring or weighing 
the quantity of liquid absorbed by the gas. 

% By extracting the water contained in the gas by means of some 


) 





groscopic or absorbent material, such as chloride of calcium, sulphuric 
acid, or other suitable substance. 

5. By the chemical reaction of a portion of the gas to be measured upon 
certain substances capable of combining with the gas to be measured — 
such, for instance, as chlorine, which combines with illuminating gas. 

Also, the arrangements of apparatus shown and described, or any mere 
modification thereof, for the purpose of measuring illuminating or other gas. 
2528.—James Ilaruts, of Hanwell, in the co. of Middlesex, engineer, for 

* Jnprovenents in ond connected with cocks and valves, especially adapted 
te preventing the bursting of water-pipes from frost.” Patent dated 

Sept. 30, 1897. 

The bursting of pipes arises from the freezing of water therein, and if no 
water is allowed to remain in them, then no bursting will take place. 
(ne of the main features of this invention consists in providing a valve or 
passage for the admission of air into pipes in which water has been led, 
sxy, for instance, from a main into a house cistern, in order to drive out 
the water therefrom as soon as the supply is cut off; and this is effected by 
zeriain arrangements of cocks and valves, or by fitting at the upper part 
ef the pipe or behind a ball or other cock, a valve opening inwards, to 
alfow of the entrance through it of air. 

fhe arrangements of cocks and valves consist mainly in so fitting them 
that, supposing water be turned on from a main by means of any of these 
cocks or valves, one movement of a lever to a given distance will shut off 
from the muin, and by moving the same lever a little further in the same 
direction, the services will be emptied or allowed to flow out. Theim- 
provemenis are also applicable to bib-cocks and to cocks and valves suita- 
hie for boilers, for water gauges, and for supplying baths. 

. ‘he claim is for the improvements in and connected with cocks and 
galves hereinbefore described and represented. 
2529.—Joun Sweet Witiway, of the city of Bristol, gas engineer, for 
4n improved apparatus to act as a gas-valve.” Patent dated Oct. 2, 
1857. 
This invention consists of an apparatus constructed and working in the 
senner hereafter explained. The mouth of the gas supply-pipe is caused 
ty serew into a ferrule or collar which rises inside a metal cup containing 
mercury or other suitable fluid, or any suitable elastic material, such as 
midiarubber, for example. The ferrule receives a cone carried by a sepa- 
vate piece, the cone entering into the mouth of the ferule. Outside the 
tone is aring or cylinder, which enters the mercury or other fluid, or 
which presses against the elastic material in the metal cup, and forms a 
walcd joint. The ring or cylinder may have part of the edge cut away, 
in which case the cone may be dispensed with. On the upper part of the 
'psece which carries the cone (or the piece which carries the ring or cylinder 
‘with part of its edge cut away) is a cylinder in the form of a cup, also for 
_containing mercury or other suitable fluid, and from this piece there rises a 
pwlor piston. Over the metal cup is fitted a cover in which there is an aper- 
‘are for the passage of gas to the burners or otherwise. The bottom part 
oé this cover enters the mercury or other fluid, or presses against the india- 
suber or other elastic material in the cup, while a flange rests upon the 
wpper vim thereof, and the two parts are held together by screws or other- 
wise. From the top of the cover descends a pipe through which the 
yzkve-rod passes, and the lower end of this pipe entering the mercury in 
the eup of the valve-piece prevents any escape of gas through it, or an 
zdinary stufting-box may be used to effect this purpose. By raising and 
. Sowering the valve through the valve-rod the supply of gas can be shut off, 
xysaed fully, and regulated at will. Provision is made for the filling in 
_of mercury through an aperture in the cover which leads into the cup in 
he valve-piece ; the mercury overflowing from this cup when full runs 
@own into the lower cup, fills it, and indicates its height therein by a 
gauge. 

‘The claim is for the improved apparatus to act as a gas-valve herein- 

befure described, together with the modifications thereof before mentioned. 






PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
NAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
#8.—Tuomas Metcaty, of Newton Heath, Manchester, in the co. of 
Lancaster, manufacturing chemist, for ‘Zimprovements in the purification 
of erude tar oil, rendering the same suitable for lubricating machinery and 
ther similar purposes.” Feb. 20, 1858. 
St5.—Tuomas Cuamuers Hyg, of Nottingham, architect, for “ Improve- 
‘ neents in lighting and ventilating by gas.’ March 17, 1858. 
663,—ALBXANDER Anous Crott, of Coleman Street, London, engineer, 
tor “Improvements in the manufacture of parts of dry gas-meters.” 
March 18, 1858. 
574.—Joun Bramwett, of Buxton, in the co. of Derby, engineer, for 
** Improvements in apparatus for the prevention of accidents arising from 
the escape of gas.” March 19, 1858. 
ERNER, of 10, Newton Road, Bayswater, London, C.E., 
rovements in apparatus for the manufacture of gas from otls or 
Juatty or resinous matters,” March 24, 1858, 
61}.—Josuva Horton, of Smethwick, in the co. of Stafford, manufac- 
' turer, for ‘dn daprovement or improvements in the construction of the gir- 
ders used in the guide-framing of gasholders.” March 26, 1858. 








NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
2931.—Davip Heurert, of 55 and 56, High Holborn, London, for  Jn- 
provements in cocks, taps, and valves, and in joints for pipes and tubes.” 

Nov. 28, 1857. 
canlating, and extinguishing street and other gas lamps by means of elec 
vi ity.” Dec. l, 1857. 


[April 13, 1858. || 


472,—Wiii1am Crark, of 63, Chancery Lane, London, patent agent, for | 
** Improvements in gas-meters.’’ March 8, 1858. 1! 

561.—ALEXANnDER Anous Crott, of Coleman Street, London, engineer, | | 
for “ Improvements in the manufacture of parts of dry gas-meters,” 
March 18, 1858. 


Parltamentary intelligence. | 


CHESTER GAS BILL. 
(Group D.—Before Mr. Exror Yorke, chairman, and Mr. ApAms, Sir 
Brooke Bringss, Mr. Rovreit, and Mr. W. A. MacKinnon.) 

Mr. Hore Scort, Q.C., Mr. Denison, Q.C., and Mr. J. J. Jounsrone, | 
appeared for the promoters, and Mr. Catvert, Q.C., Mr. Burke, and Mr. 
WE sBy, for the Corporation of Chester, petitioners against the bill. 

Mr. Hore Scorrt said this was a bill to incorporate the Chester United 
Gas Company, and to confer upon them further powers for the supply of 
gas to the city and borough of Chester, and the suburbs thereof. There 
was, he believed, only one petition against the bill, viz., the petition of the 
Town Council of the borough; but, unfortunately, that petition raised 
questions which would require a statement of considerable length on his 
part, and more or less of a historical narrative. He much regretted the 
circumstance, as well on the committee’s account as on his own; but he 
would endeavour to condense what he had to say into as narrow a compass 
as he possibly could. He must, however, go back in the first instance to 
the year 1817, which in itself was fearful to contemplate; but he thought 
he should be able to pass over very rapidly the following 20 years, or 
thereabouts. It appeared that in the year 1817, which, if he mistook not, 
was the year after the first gas company was established in London—at any ¢ 
rate, it was in the early period of gas lighting—the Mayor of Chester, at the | 
instance of the inhabitants, convened a meeting to consider the expediency || 
of establishing a gas company in that city. The matter seemed to have 
been one of considerable interest in the place; for he found that the com- | 
mittee appointed by that meeting reported on the 25th of March upon the 
subject of the capital required, and by the 9th of October, in the same year, 
sufficient funds were provided to justify the formation of the company. It || 
was, however, only upon asmall scale; for the estimate of the capital was | 
only about £6000. Under these circumstances the Chester Gaslight | 
Company was formed, by private deed of incorporation and with no par- | 
liamentary powers. Of course, one of the first things necessary to be | 
secured was the privilege of breaking up the streets of Chester for the pur- | 
pose of laying down mains; and, consequently, he found that, immediately | 
after the report of the committee to which he had alluded, a petition was | 
presented by the ehairman of the new company to the corporation, and 
also to the Commissioners of Police, then separate bodies, for the requisite 
permission. It did not appear what answer was made by the Commis- 
sioners of Police to the application, but he was in possession of the answer 
of the corporation, which, no doubt, tallied exactly with it. From the 
record which he held in his hand he read that at an assembly holden in || 
the; city of Chester, in the Common Hall of Pleas in the same city, on the 
27th of October, 1817, before Thomas Francis, Esq,, mayor, &c., and the | | 
aldermen and common council, among other things done, it was stated that 
upon the reading of the petition of the gas company established within the 
said city of Chester, setting forth that the petitioners had recently esta- 
blished a company to light the city, and that it was necessary the pave-| 
ments should be broken up and pipes laid underneath, the petitioners 
humbly praying that they mzy be allowed to take up so much of the pave- 
ments as was necessary for the purpose, it was “ ordered that the same 
shall be granted; and that so much of the pavements be taken up and laid | 
down as the treasurers for the time being, or such person as they may ap- 
point, shall direct and control.” This was the foundation of the territorial 
right, so to speak, of the original Chester Gaslight Company, which was 
only one of three companies whose history he had to unfold to the com- 
mittee. Other companies would appear here and there, and in a kind of 
possible futurity, but soon vanish again. This, however, was the first which | 
was allowed the privilege of breaking up the streets for the purpose of lay- | 
ing down mains. Having obtained this permission from the corporation, | 
the company immediately proceeded to take a lease of premises on which | 
to erect their gas-works, and the duration of that lease threw some light 
upon the question of what the impression of the promoters of the company ' 
was as to the nature of the privilege conceded by the corporation. They | 
took a lease for 95 years of the premises on which to erect their manufac- | 
tory. In 1818 they commenced the lighting of the city. In 1819 it was 
found that they had proceeded to lay their pipes beyond what were called 
the four gates of Chester—that is, beyond the walls in one direction, although | 
they had not fully occupied the whole of the area within the gates. He | 
mentioned this to show the extent to which the original grant went. Be- | 
tween 1819 and 1842 they had extended their works to the suburbs; and in 
1845 he gathered from their report that they had as many as7} miles of mains | 
laid through the city and the suburbs. It was not material to his present | 
purpose to trace in detail the finances of the company. They appeared to | 
have proceeded as many other of the earlier companies, established as | 
private associations, had done, and applied their first profits, by way of | 
capital, in extensions of their works; and it was not until 1822 that any | 
dividend was taken by the shareholders. Nothing would turn upon these | 
details, because the question of capital had been settled long since by the | 
company themselves; and he mentioned it, therefore, only as part of his 
narrative. After 1822 they were able to apportion a fair dividend unti! 
1844, varying, however, in amount. At any rate, it was sufficient to attract | 
the attention of persons not connected with them, and they were threatened || 
with competition in 1833; but the threat came to nothing. In 1845, taking 
advantage of more recent legislation, they were registered under the Joint- , 
Stock Companies’ Act; not the present one, for their liability was not ' 
limited. From 1845 to 1848 they were without any dividend at all; in, 
1849 and 1850 they had a small one; again, from 1852 to 1855 they had! 
none; and, at last, on the 30th June, 1856, the company was dissolved, | 
under circumstances which he would have to explain hereafter. This was 
the old original Chester Gaslight Company, and its relations with the cor- | 
poration of Chester seemed to have been, upon the whole, very friendly || 
until the period of the Municipal Reform Act coming into operation. But 
they had not gone on so smoothly with the private consumers. From in- 
formation furnished to him, he found that on their first establishment they || 
charged lds. per 1000 for gas. In 1834, probably in consequence of a rival 
company being threatened, the pricé was reduced to 10s., and subsequently 
to 9s. In 1843 it was reduced to 8s. 6d.; in 1847 to 6s. 8d.; in 1851 to 
5s. 6d.; and in 1852 to 4s. These several reductions were made under 
pressure, the character of which he would have to explain when he came 
to the history of another company; but, as he had said, the relations of the | 



























































original proprietors with the corporation were, upon the whole, friendly | 
until the Municipal Reform Act came into operation. Now, the reformed | 
corporation, with _— merits which he would not deny, were guided with 
an eye to economy (which was also commendable); but they proceeded in 
this instance to endeavour to exercise their economical propensities some- 
what at the cost of others. Up to that time the Chester Gaslight Company 
had been in undisputed possession of the streets from the year 1817; but in 
1840 the Town Council attempted to impose upon them the payment of a 
rental of £100 a year for the privilege of using them. This attempt of 
course involved a very serious consequence, for it proceeded on an assump- 
tion—which, it appeared, the reformed corporation had taken up—that the 
company were there simply by sufferance; that the corporation could de- 
termine their tenancy at any moment; and, as a condition of renewing it, 
impose a considerable rental. Accordingly, the company resisted the at~ 
tempted imposition; the matter was debated in the council; and a repre- 
sentation was made of the injustice it involved, as well as the manifest 
departure from the understanding with the parties, on the faith of which 
their capital had been embarked in the laying down of pipes. Ultimately, 
he was happy to say, the corporation yielded to those representations, which 
were urged upon them by parties in the Town Council as well as outside; 
and the injustice was not perpetrated. It appeared that in 1834. company, 
called the “Chester Economic Gas Company,” was projected; but it came 
to nothing, and need not further be alluded to. In 1842 the corporation 
proceeded in a more legitimate way as far as the rights of the existing com- 
ay were concerned, but still in a way likely to be very injurious to them. 

e did not so much complain, however, of their having raised the question 
in the way they did, but alluded to it as showing that, on this occasion as 
well as on subsequent occasions, when endeavouring to impose the rate of 
£100 a year, there was an admission of the fixature of the tenancy of the 
company shown in many circumstances; but especially in this, that they 
never afterwards made the slightest attempt to drive them out of the streets 
or to impose a rent, but merely sought to exercise the power of granting | 
similar privileges to other companies. This, of course, raised a totally dif- | 
ferent issue. The first issue raised, in 1840, was whether they had granted | 
a right of permanent occupancy; the subsequent one, in 1842, was whether 
that occupancy was of an exclusive character. It appeared that, in the | 
latter year, the attention of the Town Council was directed generally to the 
subject of the supply of gas to Chester, and they appointed a committee whose 
duty it was to inquire into, and report upon, the charges made for gas in other 
places. That committee entered upon their duties, and in laying their report 
before the council they expressed a hope that the result of their investiga- 
tions would be to lead to a considerable reduction in price as well as a more 
efficient mode of supply; but should the present company, who had used 
the streets without any charge for the same, prove unwilling to serve the 
city on more advantageous terms, they recommended the council to grant 
the same privileges to other companies who would undertake to do it, or 
make the necessary application themselves to the Lords of the Treasury, 
convinced that ample interest for the outlay would be realized; and the 
citizens would find it to their advantage, as all the profits would go in 
alleviation of the rates. This report illustrated the position in which, 
by common consent, the company and the corporation were placed in 1842. 
Complaining, as the latter did, of the gas company’s charges, anxious for a 
reduction, and contemplating the formation of a new company,or obtaining 
authority to supply gas themselves, they did not go beyond this. Nota 
breath or a whisper was heard about any right to turn the company out, 
or about their tenancy being at will or by sufferance. 

Mr. ApAms; You are assuming that they had got the power. 


Mr. Hore Scorr said he was assuming only what really appeared to be 
the understanding between the parties, and not assuming any particle of 
law. The corporation assumed to exercise the power, and upon that 
assumption money had been raised and invested in the works. The result 
of the proposals in the committee’s report, to give similar privileges to some 
other companies, had the effect of causing one of the reductions in price to 
which he had called attention, and matters went on smoothly again. But 
in 1845 the corporation were before Parliament for the purpose of obtaining 
an Act for paving and lighting Chester, and under that Act they sought 
powers to construct gas-works. The Chester Gaslight Company opposed 
that portion of their bill, and were successful. In 1846 a new company 
appeared, called “The Chester Coal, Coke, and Gas Company;” and they, 
he supposed, having heard of the proposal to charge £100 a year to the old 
company for the use of the streets in 1840, approached the Town Council 
with a request to be allowed to lay down their mains on payment of a 
rental of £100 a year. Upon that application a discussion took place, 
ending in a grant by the Town Council of the permission sought, but that 
company also came to nothing; and, a further reduction in price having 
been made by the old company, all parties concerned were satisfied. On 
that occasion, again (though he was dealing with the matter as one of good 
faith, and not of law), the question was discussed in the Town Council. 
On one side it was urged that the old company had existed for thirty years 
in undisturbed possession; on the other, that it was a mere tenancy at will 
—a point which had been disposed of by the proposal of 1840. One gentle- 
man who spoke upon the occasion made this remarkable statement. He 
said he was himself a shareholder in the gas company, and, when the 
company were established, application was made to the town-clerk (Mr. 
Richards) with a view to get an Act of Parliament, who said it was unne- 
cessary, a8 the terms of the grant would appear upon the books of the 
corporation. Here again the fact was conceded—whether or no the corpo- 
ration had the legal power to grant the privilege was not now the question— 
but certainly, as between the company and the corporation, it was conceded 
that the occupation was without any limit, although the former did not 
allow that it was exclusive. In 1850 a consumer's company was formed. 
That company, more moderate in its offers, proposed only to pay £10 a 
year for the use of the streets. The committee of the Town Council voted 
in its favour, and strongly recommended the corporation to grant permis- 
sion. Another reduction in price by the old company took place, which 
again had the effect of satisfying the parties, and the project was abandoned. 
It left behind it, however, the germ of further proceedings; for a gentleman, 
who had been employed in getting up other gas-works, and was to have 
been the manager of the Chester Consumers’ Company, was unwilling to 
let the matter drop, and he applied to another gentleman, of the name of 
Highfield, who was then manager of the gas and water- works at Birkenhead, 
and proposed that they should make a tender to the corporation of Chester 
for the supply of gas. Mr. Highfield did make a proposal accordingly, 
which was accepted; and a license was granted to him from the Ist of 
September, 1851, for twenty-one years, at a rent of £10 a year, and subject 
to other conditions, which would be brought before the committee in detail, 
for breaking up the streets and supplying Chester with gas; and that 
license contained a covenant to renew for a further period of twenty-one 
years at the expiration of the first term. 








| agreement, and would then hand them in. He should mentic 
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Mr. Apams: Can you give us an abstract of that agreement! 
Mr. Hore Scorr said he would read from his brief the particulars of the 
tha 


utte 








scheme proposed by the gentleman who first called Mr. High 


to the subject failed for want of funds. Mr. Highfield’s proposal to the cor- 


to lay 


poration was this: he solicited from the Town Council permission 
down mains and pipes through the city, and engaged to erect works 
of producing from 15,000,000 to 20,000,000 feet a year, with conven 
increasing the quantity manufactured to 40,000,000; to supply 
Wigan cannel, equal in quality to any manufactured in Lancashire, and at 
a price not exceeding 4s. 6d. to private consumers; to supply the public 
lights at 1s. 3d. per week for fish-tail, and 1s. 4d. for batswing burners of |) 
the same size as in the Liverpool lamps. He was to pay a rental of £10)" 
a year for the privilege of laying down his mains, and to supply lamps over || 
the city gates free. Moreover, he was to deposit the sum of £1000 with tire |! 
treasurer, as security for the fulfilment of his undertaking, until the works 
were erected, the site for which he suggested should be the Roodee. Upon! 
his proposition being accepted, the license was granted, and a deed for carry 
ing into effect the arrangement was prepared. It contained clauses pro 
viding for the supply of gas to private consumers at the price named, and = 







' 





| Stipulation that, on receiving notice in writing from the town-clerk, Myr. 


Highfield should provide gas for the public lamps throughout the city : 
borough, and procure the necessary lamps, &c , for a period of seven } 
from the date of the notice, if so much of the twenty-one years during w 
the license was to be in operation should still exist. Also, that as soon as 
possible he should place above each of the four gates of the city a zoo 4 
sufficient lamp, and light the same free of charge. There was a covenant 
on his part to reinstate the streets after the laying down of the mains, under 
the guidance of the Town Council’s surveyor, and also that he would not 

assign or transfer the license thereby granted, or the benefit thereof, or any 

portion thereof to any person whomsoever without the consent in writing 
of the said Town Council; nor acquire, by purchase or otherwise, any inte- 

rest in the existing gas-works in Chester, or be in any way connected wit , 
them without the like consentin writing. Thenthere was a proviso that the 

last clause should not prevent him from having partners: also, that he 

would not permit the refuse or waste from the manufactory to become 

nuisance, &c., and that, in case of bankruptcy, the license should be term:- 

nated, and that in that case it should not be lawful to remove the pillars and 
lamp-posts without the sanction of the Town Council. There was also this 
further proviso, that, in case at the end or expiration of the said license the 
Town Council for the time being for the said borough should be desirous of 

purchasing the gas-works, mains, pipes, &c.,it should be lawful for them s¢ 

to do, at such price as might be agreed upon between them and Mr. High- | 
field, or, in the event of dispute, as might be settled by arbitration; but, , 
should they not be desirous to purchase, it should be lawful for the saia 

Mr. Highfield, or his executors, &c., to take up and remove the sai 
mains, pillars, and lamp-posts, and sell or dispose of the same as they 
think fit, subject to a provision for reinstating the paver 
mayor and Town Council covenanted that they would, if requested, at 
end of the first twenty-one years, at their cost and charge, grant 2 renewal | 
of the present license, at the like yearly rent, and subject to the like provise, | 
except the proviso for renewal. These were the substantial parts of the, 
agreement, and he believed that he need not call further attention to it. | 
Before proceeding to speak of the second company in Chester, of which this | 
license was the germ, he must beg the committee to allow him to retrace } 
his steps, and refer again for a moment to the original “ Chester Gaslight } 
Company.” The committee would observe, from a perusal of the license to | 
Mr. Highfield, that the Town Council recited their powers under the hm-}4 
provement Act (the extent of which powers in granting such a license as, 
this would be open to remark hereafter), and relying upon the rights they | 
supposed themselves to have, they give permission to Mr. Highfield to break | 
up the pavements in order to lay down mains, and thus come into competi- | 
tion with the old company, who were already supplying the city. The oid} 
company’s title dated from 1817, and up to the year 1840 it had never been! 
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disputed, or in the slightest degree interfered with by any one else. The) 
attempt to impose upon them the payment of a yearly rent had failed, and 
in 1842 the only thing that the Town Council felt they could do was to grams | 
the same privilege to some other party. In the year 1846 another discus- | 
sion took place upon a proposal to grant permission to another company, | 
and it was argued that this right was absolute and exclusive. They never, 
in all their disputes with the old company—and they had many—denied the 
existence and permanence of this right. On one occasion, in fact, whem 
they came to deal with Mr. Highfield, they compelled the old company te 
remove all the lamps erected by them, but that was no denial of theirright ; and} 
though on every occasion there was a dispgsjtion to curb the company, never | | 
did they, except in that one instance to which he had referred, attempt te || 


coerce them as regards the occupation. Had they believed themselves to pos- || 
sess any power to determine that occupation of the streets by the old! 


company, it would have been a very simple matter to give them notice te 
that effect, and they could then have made such new agreement as| 
they thought fit, or have withheld permission, and introduced another com- | 
pany into the city. It might, therefore, fairly be assumed that (sup-|! 
posing any right to exist in the corporation to confer it) there was am 
unlimited right given to the company, and that it was intended to continue | 
at least during and until the end of the term for which they had taken land | 
on which to erect their works, viz., ninety-five years. At any rate, Mr. | 
Highfield came in with power of a similar kind, based, apparently, from the 
recital in the deed of license, upon some new parliameutary title which 
they had acquired; and not only so, but upon “any other power they may 
possess.” And he came in, as the committee would observe, upon a limited | 
right. His proposal, as already stated, involved a considerable reductior 
the price of gas, as well as a greater illuminating power. That he was x 
fectly wise in making that proposal might be doubted, and for this reason, 
that he seemed to have tied himself at that time to the use of cannel cas] 
which was then selling as low as 12s. 6d. and had reached 22s. 6d. ner 
ton since that period; and he (Mr. Hope Scott) believed there was ow! 
doubt that in the course of his supply to Chester, Mr. Highfield did no 
confine himself to the use of cannel, but mixed other coals with it with th 
full knowledge of the corporation. Mr. Highfield’s great encouragement te } 
institute this company, however, was that three-fourths of the consumers of | 
Chester undertook to deal with him if he succeeded in establishing his 
works. But, alas! for human stability, the old company reduced their. | 
price to 4s. per 1000, which was 6d. less than Mr. Hightield had engaged te | 
supply the consumers, and the consequence was that, of the three-fourths 
who had engaged to support him, a very small proportion indeed fulsiltec 
their engagement. Mr. Highfield was not much known in Chester, and & ) 
was afterwards discovered that he was in actual difficulties when he com- |} 
menced operations there. But, though he was not a man of funds, he ¥ 
an active, enterprising person: and Mr. Salisbury, the present M2 
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le hester, thought well of him, and assisted him with money. He struggled 
|on with this assistance, and with further help from the bank, till the end of 
the year 1853, when it appeared he was upwards of £13,000, or nearly 
}| £14,000, in debt; by which time he kad brought the works into a state of 
|considerable efficiency, having extended his pipes in different directions, 
;/and, notwithstanding the defection of those who had promised to support 
|| him, was in a position to supply a large number of consumers. It was in 
j| this year, and when his difficulties were gathering heavily around him, that 
|| he was invited by the Town Council (not formally) to tender for the supply 
|, of the public lights, which up to that period had been supplied by the old 
'! company. The corporation advertised for contracts, and it was suggested by 
‘some friend of Mr. Highfield, who was in the confidence of the corporation, 
j/that he should put in a tender. The committee would remember that 
‘under the license he might be called upon to light the public lamps, and 
;continue the supply for a period of seven years at fixed rates. But the 
| proposition now made to him was that he should put in a tender for two 
}| years; and therefore it must be regarded as a separate transaction, and not 
as coming under the license. It appeared that Mr. Highfield hesitated very 
/ much to accept the proposal, one ground for which was that in the license 
there was that power to restrain the alienation of the works which amounted 
| to a prohibition of even mortgaging them. He applied to the Town Council, 
' who, as far as they could, relaxed that prohibition; but the persons from 
| whom he expected assistance were not satisfied with the security which he 
| offered, and he was not able to raise money on mortgage. However, anxious 














not to lose his position in Chester, he did make a tender, although the terms 
| were different to those contained in his license. That tender was accepted; 
; and again on this occasion, as illustrating the fixature of the position of the | 
old company, it might be mentioned that the corporation obliged them to | 
'remove the lamps, posts, brackets, &c., which belonged to them, and had | 
; been left standing in the streets at the termination of their contract. Ac- 
| cordingly, the old company did remove them. The prime cost of them was 
‘about £1200; and, after deducting the expenses connected with their re- 
| moval, the company were able to carry £9. 7s. to the credit of their capital 
jacconnt from the sale of these lamps, &c., which they had upon the 
;summary notice of the corporation been called upon to remove, to make 
way for the new lamps to be erected by Mr. Highfield. On the occasion to 
‘which he had previously referred, when a proposition was made to the cor- 
poration that they should permit a new company to come in, they appointed 
|@ committee to consider the subject, who reported that, though the old com- 
pany had occupied the streets without payment for a number of years, 
they had contributed £1200 for the erection of the public lamps, which was 
| considered an ample equivalent for the privilege granted to them. And yet 
| they were thus summarily called upen to remove them, which they did, at 
{such a cost as to leave but the small residue which he had named. Having 
jremoved them, the way was open to Mr. Highfield, who immediately laid 
} out £2000 in supplying their place; and it is probable that this last outlay 
jcompleted his difficulties. Mr. Salisbury had continued to assist him 
{liberally up to that time, but he had now arrived at a point where he was 
| beyond help; and the only question was, what should be done in order to 
; keep alive the concern wnich he had conducted, and. well conducted, too, so 
|far as the supply to the public was concerned, under his accumulating 
secuniary pressure. Mr. Salisbury was one of his principal friends; indeed 
| he with the bank and one or two others were his only friends. It was there- 
| fore proposed to form a company principally composed of Mr. Salisbury’s 
| friends, to be registered underthe Joint-Stock Act, and totake from Mr. High- 
field the property which he could no longer manage because of the circum- 
| stances already named. As, however, he was appointed manager of the new 
} Company, it was evident that no doubt existed in the minds of its promoters 
{as to the efficiency with which he could conduct the business operations of 
|the concern. Besides his actual outlay on the works, &c., there was at the 
| time he agreed to part with his interest to the company called the “ Roodee 
| Company,” an actual loss upon the supply of gas in the daily course of busi- 
;mess. That loss was not a very large one, being somewhere about £300; 
| but from that circumstance it was evident that the amount of the consump- 
| tion was by no means equal to the amount of expense. No doubt the re- 
,eult would have been very different had the consumers adhered to their 
}|promises. Accordingly, the Roodee Company was formed, and they agreed 
{to purchase Mr. Highfield’s interest for £18,000, that being, within a frac- 
}| tion, the amount of capital spent upon the works. Of course to this arrange- 
{ment the consent of the Town Council was necessary, because such consent 
| had been reserved in the deed of license. There was 2 provisional agree- 
| ment, therefore, made with Mr. Highfield, and a deed of settlement of 
jthe Roodee Company, with neither of which would it be necessary to 
| trouble the committee. The company was formed witha capital of £30,000, 
; and power was reserved by the deed to increase it to £50,000, with a borrow- 
ing power in addition of £10,000. That again was a non-parliamentary 
| company, except so far as it was incorporated under the Joint-Stock Com- 
| panies’ Act. It was completely registered on the 25th of January, 1854, and 
on the 27th of the following February Mr. Highfield conveyed to them all 
| his interest in the plant and apparatus connected with the gas-works. On 
| the 15th of September, 1854, the corporation entered into an arrangement 
|; with Mr. Highfield, and by a deed of thatdate permitted him “to assign and 
{transfer the license, liberty, and authority granted by the said recited in- 
|denture of the Ist of September, 1851, and the full benefit thereof, and all 
' ! and every the rights, powers, and privileges therein mentioned, given, and 
{|} comprised to the said Roodee Company;” and it was so assigned to them 
| on the following day. He (Mr. Hope Scott) would briefly state the leading 
jfeatures of that consent of the corporation. After reciting the license to 
| Highfield, and stating that they (the corporation) were satisfied that it 
;| would be for the benefit of the city and borough that that license should be | 
|| transferred, they had agreed thereto accordingly, but expressly stipulated 
|! shat nothing in that consent should be taken to release Highfield from his 
||eontract not to be connected with any other company in the city. They 
jthen covenanted not to cancel the lease should Hightield become 2 bank- 
jrupt. There was also a covenant by Highficld not to be connected with 
| any other company. 
| 














he Cuairman: What, in general terms, do you consider Highfield 
assigned under the deed? 
| Mr. Horr Scorr: He assigned his whole interest under the license from 
_ corporation; so that the Roodee Company, with the consent of the cor- 
poration given in the deed to which I am referring, stood exactly in High- 
field's position as regards the powers originally granted. 
Mr. Apams: Who were the parties to that deed? 
Mr. Horr Scorr: The mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of the one part, 
and Highfield of the other. 
Mr. Apams: Then the Roodee Company were not parties? 
Mr. Hore Scorr replied that they were not, but this was a deed giving 
leave to assign in their favour, which accordingly was done on the following 
day. Mr. Salisbury then addressed himself more completely to look after 
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the interests of the concern. He gave up his profession as a barrister l} 
and became managing director of the new company, and Mr. Highfield was | 
retained as working manager; and this much must be said of” him, that, | 
though he gained nothing by his proceedings, but had thereby involved 
himself in considerable pecuniary difficulty, he had been the means of 
securing great good to the public, who were material gainers by his enter- 
prise and skill. During his operations competition had gone on, and the low | 
price of gas was the fruit of his efforts to increase the supply to the city, 
These transactions brought the history of the companies — nearly down 
to 1855. Mr. Highfield’s contract for the public lights, which had been for | 
two years instead of for the term specified in the license, and was £200 a 
year lower in price, was about toexpire. As that time approached, the new 
company were urged to tender for the future supply to the public lamps for | | 
a similar period; but Mr. Salisbury, acting on their behalf, declined to accede 
to that proposal, insisting that, if the contract were entered into at all, it 
should be for seven years, which seemed but reasonable, considering the 
expense they were at in putting up the lamps. Accordingly, in 1855, an 
agreement for such a term was entered into by the company and the cor- 
poration. Had they proceeded in the negotiations for this agreement, upon 
the conditions of the license, and called upon the company, as representing 


| Highfield, to light the public lamps, of course the prices fixed by the schedule 


to that license would have prevailed; but it seemed that a representation 
was made to the Roodee Company that the old company were in the field, and | 
were likely to send in a tender, and, accordingly, terms lower than those were 
adopted. It was doubtless supposed that if the old company regained their 
position with the corporation, in reference to the public lights, they would 
have become more formidable competitors than they otherwise were; and 
though it was very questionable whether any tender at all had been made 
by them, it was so represented in some quarter or other, as that Mr. Salisbury, 
acting for the new company, was induced to forego this right, and accept 
£100 a year less than might have been required under the schedule of the 
license. The terms of that agreement were, that the Roodee Company 
should for seven years, from the Ist of September, 1855, suppiy with gas so 
many lamps as the watch committee should, before the lst of August in 


| any year, require, and supply them in a satisfactory manner at the follow- 
| ing rates, viz: from the ist of September to the 10th of May, batswing 


burners, £3. 3s.; fish-tail burners, £2. 10s.; and for the remainder of the 
year, batswing burners, 6s. 4d., and fish-tail, 10s. Under the sche- 
dule the prices were, batswing burners, £3. 9s. 4d., and fish-tail, £3. 5s, 
throughout the whole year. He (Mr. Hope Scott) might mention that the 
fish-tail burners were more numerous than the others,and were those upon 


| which the loss was more likely to arise. The company were to lay down 


such mains as might be required, and find lamps, posts, &c., to keep the 
same in good repair, and to change them as often as necessary, and to 
light and extinguish the lamps at such times as were appointed. With, 
regard to the quality of the gas, Highfield’s license was also departed from, || 
and instead of being gas made from cannel coal it was to be simply “the || 
best and purest gas.” There were provisoes that the watch committee || 
might make alterations in the times of lighting the lamps; that at the end || 
of the term the company should remove the posts and lamps, make good the | 
streets, &c.; and power was given them to do so and to dispose of the lamps 

and posts. There was also a covenant by the corporation to pay the | 
moneys as they became due, and, at the end of the agreement, an arbitra- 

tion clause. Some questions would probably occur hereafter in reference to 

that deed, but it was not material at present to go into it. The Roodee | 
Company having been constituted as had been explained, proceeded with 

the general supply of the town, successfully as regarded the efficiency of |} 
their operations, but not successfully in the sense of being profitable to | 
themselves. They were still in active and somewhat vigorous opposition to 

the old Gaslight Company, and from a paper which he (Mr. Hope Scott) | 
held in his hands, containing an account of the earnings of both companies, || 
in one for thirty months from January, 1854, toJuly, 1856, and in the other 

from June, 1851, to June, 1856, the committee would be able to judge of the 

real benefit arising from such unrestricted commercial competition. The 

Roodee Company received for gas supplied by them £10,367. 17s. 4d., and 

in the same period the expenses of manufacture, interest on borrowed money, 

&c., amounted to £8858. 6s. 5d., leaving a profit on the thirty months of 

£1509. 10s. 1id., which, upon the capital they had then invested—viz., £20,000 | 
—was about 3 per cent. per annum. This, however, was better than during 

Mr. Highfield’s time, as would be perceived, since he lost for the period of | 
his operations between £300 and £400 upon the mere supply of gas. Then, | 
with regard to the Chester Gaslight Company, they received for gas and | 
other products during the four years £17,852. 17s. 9d., and expended upon | 
manufacture £15,430. 18s. 8d, leaving a profit of £2421. 19s. 1d., equal to a | 
dividend of about 23 per cent., not upon their whole capital, but upon | 
£20,000, leaving out of account the further capital which is called 
shareholders’ capital, and which was formed out of the profits of the under- | 
taking, and instead of being divided was invested in the works. Of course | 
if the whole capital of £27,000 odd were taken, the per centage would have | 
been so much less. But these profits were not divisible, and for this reason | 
their works had got into that state of dilapidation that they were obliged to | 
hoard all the money they earned for the — of repairs and the neces- | 
sary extensions, and therefore no dividend at all was declared. And nowit | 
soon became pretty evident that one or other of these companies must go, | 
and the only question was, which should go the fastest. The Town Council 
had, as the committee were aware, taken every precaution to prevent any- 

thing like a union of interests with the companies; they had worked | 
for a thorough-going competition, and he (Mr. Hope Scott’) believed that || 
competition had been to a certain extent assisted by the feelings of the | 
rival directors under the circumstances. The Town Council were, | 
however, now about to reap the fruits which were the almost inevitable | 
result of such competition, in the fall of one company and the return | 

to a monopoly of supply in the hands of the other. As between the | 
two companies, there was little doubt which would have been pre-|| 
ferred by the corporation, because the old Chester Gaslight Company || 
were under no restrictions as to price; and, if the new company were to| | 
succumb, all that the corporation had done with them, in reference to the 
contract for supplying the public lights, would be thrown away, and they 
would have to make fresh terms with their old friends of 1817, who alone 
would remain. Accordingly, it was felt that if one survived it should be 
the Roodee Company; but they, of course, could not induce their rivals to 
withdraw from the field. It therefore became a question of the amalgama- 
tion or union of the two interests in one body; but that was directly in the 
teeth, so far as the Roodee Company was concerned, of the license granted 
to Highfield and assigned to them. If any arrangement with such an ob- 
ject in view were to be made, it became a matter of some importance that 
the corporation should be consenting parties. The views of some of the 
members of the Town Council having been ascertained to be not unfavour- 
able to such an arrangement, negotiations were opened up by the Roodee | 
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Company with the Chester Gaslight Company; and the result was, that an 
understanding was come to, and an arrangement entered upon, between 
them. He (Mr. Hope Scott) was bound to confess that it was always with 
| some degree of satisfaction that he came to deal with the eventual results 
| of needless competition. It was so clear to him, when such rival schemes 
| were started, what they must come to, sooner or later, that he owned it 




















| was with something like pleasure, when he got a case of this kind, that he 
| found a fresh proof of the correctness of his judgment, agreeing, as he did, 
{most cordially with Stephenson, that competition was impossible where 
|| combination was possible. Now, then, the combatant that was to succumb 
| (the old wooded yore taken, not at his full capital, which was £27,350, 
|, but at the Roodee’s capital, which, under their deed of partnership, had 
|' reached £20,000. But, independently of this, the latter rad a mortgage 
|| debt of £10,000; and it was arranged that the Roodee Company should 
purchase the interest of the old company, should assign shares in the new 
company to so many of the shareholders in the old as chose to join it, and 
pay off in money, at a discount proportioned to the value of the whole 
undertaking, those who declined to be connected with the new undertaking. 
| The Chester Gaslight Company, then, existed only for the purpose of being 
wound up. He (Mr. Hope Scott) was in hope that he should have been 
able to finish the observations he had to make that day; but, as that ap- 
peared to be impossible, the present would be a most convenient place at 
which to break off,as he was now coming to the third company, which 
were their humble servants the promoters of the present bill. 
Mr. Apams: Which, I suppose, is made up of the two formerly existing 
companies? 
Mr. Hore Scorr: Yes. 
Mr. Apams: The corporation have something to do with it, I presume? 
The CHarrman: They become arbitrators in every case, by virtue of the 
icense which they granted to Highfield. 
The committee then adjourned. 


Seconp Day.—Mancn 24, 

The cominittee sat this day at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. Horr Scorr resumed his address: When he was stopped yesterday 
by the clock, he had given the committee an account of the formation, ex- 
istence, decay, and dissolution of the Chester Gaslight Company and of the 
Roodee Company, and had arrived at this point—that out of those two 
companies a new company was to be formed. The necessary preliminary 
to its establishment was an application to the Town Council to allow the 
amalgamation of the two companies and a transfer of the license to the new 
concern, and a proposal was made accordingly. 

The CuatrMan: You are going back retrospectively. 

Mr. Hore Scott: No, sir; the companies had to go to the corporation 

, before the amalgamation could be effected. 
The CuarRMAN: What were the component parts of the new company? 
| Mr. Hore Scorr: The old Chester Gaslight Company and the Roodee 
|| Company; and the arrangement was that the Roodee Company should pur- 
| chase the whole of the interest of the Chester Gaslight Company, taking 
that interest as of the value of £20,000 with reference to its original capital, 
after striking off some £7000 odd of proprietors’ profits, which had been 
| invested subsequently. The new company was styled “ The Chester United 
Gas Company,” and they purchased the old interest partly by giving shares, 
and partly by payment in cash at a proportionate discount. 
The Cuarrman: That is to say, on the ordinary terms. 
| Mr. Hove Scorr continued: The matter was brought under the notice of 
| the Town Council in the form of a proposal, to the following effect: that 
|| permission should be given to the Roodee Company to purchase the works 
| and plant of the Chester Gaslight Company, or to enter into other arrange- 
|;ments for more conveniently supplying the city with gas, &c.; that the 
|| clause in the schedule fixing the price at 4s. 6d. should be altered toa 
|| maximum rate of 5s.; and, in consideration of the proposal thus made, and 
|! of the advantages to be derived under it, they offered to apply to Parliament 
|| in the session of 1857 for a bill to incorporate the company; that in such 
| bill a clause should be inserted ¢o secure, first, a maximum profit to the 
| company of 10 per cent. upon the capital stcck, and after accumulating a 
dividend-fund of 10 per cent. upon the capital, to divide a moiety of the 
profits in reduction of the lamp-rate, and of the charge for gas to the private 
,consumers. Secondly, to appoint the mayor, by virtue of his office, one of 
the directors of the said company, and the treasurer of the city, for the time 
being, one of the auditors. Thirdly, to secure to the corporation of Chester 
the power to purchase the interest of the company in 1872, 1852, or 1893, 
at their option. 
The CuatrMan: It is the East India Company over again. 
Mr. Hore Scorr said the committee would remember there was no 
power to purchase in Highfield’s license. This proposal distinctly 
brought before the corporation the views of the company respecting their 
intended application to Parliament in 1857, in order to obtain an Act 
of Incorporation; and it also stated, in general terms, the mode in 
which the arrangement between the company and the corporation should 
be carried ont. When it was submitted to the Town Council, a committee 
| was appointed to consider and report upon it. It excited very considerable 
discussion both in the Town Council and in the different ward meetings; 
for, as he had read it, the cominittee would remember that the company 

| were desirous to raise the price of gas from 4s 6d. to 5s., and there could 
|| be no doubt that the extra 6d. per 1000 was the cause of great disturbance 
|; when it was first proposed. The committee reported upon it, and,as would 
be found, rejected the additional price. Their report was to the following 
effect: “ The committee recommend the council to give their consent to 
| the Roodee Gas Company amalgamating with, or purchasing the works and 
| plant of, the Chester Gaslight Company, upon the following conditions, 
|namely:—1. That the capital of the Roodee Gas Company, after such pur- 
| chase or amalgamation, shall not exceed £50,000, as capital paid up at the 
| time of such arrangement.” That related to the past transactions of both 
| companies, but there was nothing said as to the prospective incrzase of 
| capital by the new. “2. The company to be under a legal obligation to 
| supply gas to public and private consumers of the best quality, to be ascer- 
| tained by the usual test.” He (Mr. Hope Scott) did not know that he need 
| trouble the committee to take down any of these details as they were after- 
wards embodied in a deed, which deed was upon their table; and he only 
referred to them in order to give a general idea of what the corporation at 
that time proposed, for which purpose this report of their committee was 
convenient. “3. That the price of gas to private consumers shall not ex- 
ceed 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. 4. That the charge for the public lights 
shall not exceed the sums specified in the schedule to the grant of license, 
bearing date the first day of September, 1851.” Those terms were not 
those upon which Chester at that time was being lighted; it was then sup- 
|| plied upon the terms of the se te arrangement made with the Roodee 




















approved test apparatus to ascertain the quality of gas supplied, the same | 
to be fixed at a place to be determined on by the council. 6. That the} 
company shall not manufacture gas at the works of the Chester Gaslight | 
Company, in Cuppin Street, after a date to be fixed upon. 7. That the) 
council shall have power to appoint a person to inspect all the gas-meters. | 
8. That, if the clear annual earnings of the company amount to 10 per | 
cent. or more for three successive years, the council shall be at liberty to} 
reconsider the condition fixing the maximum price of gas, and to reduce | 
the price if thought proper. 9. That the repair of the pavement of the 

streets taken up by the company shall be done by the council at th 

expense of the company. 10. That, in case the council shall call upon the 
company to extend the mains to outlying districts, some reasonable condi- | 
tions shall be annexed to the requirement. 11. That the council shall have 
power to inspect the books of the company. 1[2. That all cases of dispute 

which may arise Zetween the council and the company shall be referred te 
arbitration, upon the terms laid down by the several Acts of Parliament 
for regulating proceedings in arbitration.” And it was further sugzested 
that, in the event of the council adopting this recommendation, it be 
ferred to a sub-committee, to be appointed for the purpose, to consider t 
best means of carrying out the above arrangements, either by agreem 
Act of Parliament, or otherwise. The consideration of this report 
delayed, and a good deal of agitation was got up on the subject in the mean- 
time. The report was then referred back to the committee for reconsideratioz 
but they adhered substantially to their former recommendations, makin; 


















only this addition in the fourth clause—“ That, as to the public lights, proper | | 


charges should be stated in the schedule for smaller burners than those already | 


specified therein.” It was further recommended to appoint the Mayor of |} 


Chester, for the time being, in virtue of his office, a director of such incorpo- | 
rated company; and the treasurer of the city, for the time being, in virtue 
of his office, one of the auditors of such company; and power was to be 1 
served to the corporation of purchasing the works and plant of the company 
by valuation, in the usual way, at a future time. Again, too, they suggested | 
that, in the event of their recommendations being adopted, the matter should | 
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be referred to a sub-committee to carry it out, “either by agreement, Act | 


” 





of Parliament, or otherwise His (Mr. Hope Scott's) special reason ‘or 

dwelling on this report, besides the convenience of laying before the com- 

mittee in a succinct form the whole of the transactions which ultimately 

ripened into a deed, was, that a very considerable delay took place in the | 
completion of the formal agreement. What he had just been reading 

related to transactions in 1856, whereas the agreement itself was not re- 

duced to a final settlement until March 4,1857. But enough had been done 

to assure the applicants to the corporation of the general views of that body; 

and in order that they might not lose time they proceeded to form the new 

company and to establish its constitution. The old “Chester Gaslight 

Company” was dissolved, except for winding-up purposes, on the 30th of 

June, 1856; the Roodee Company was dissolved from the Ist of September 

following; and the new company was formed under the title of the “ Chester 

United Gas Company (Limited).” On the 27th of August, 1856, they were 
registered, and their a s of association were deposited at the proper 
office in Serjeant’s Inn, London. To those he must now call attention 
The first portion of them related to the regulation of the shares of the 
company, but that was not material for tle committee's consideration, 
because nothing turned upon it. On page 8 of those es, i , 
an important matter relating to the capital of the concern. 

would remember that the Town Council's committee reported as to what 

was the capital up to the date of the arrangement, and stated that after the 

old company’s shareholders were paid off, the capital of the amalgamated | 
company should not exceed £50,000, “as capital paid up at the time of such 

arrangement;” but as he (Mr. Hope Scott) had observed, they expressed 
no opinion whatever as to what their future capital should be. In the 
“Memorandum of Association” the nominal capital was called £50,000, 

divided into 5000 shares of £10 each 22 of les of 














































but in section 22 of the artic 
association it was provided that “ the company may, by special resolution 
determine to increase its capital to an amount not exceeding in the whole 
£10,000. Any capital raised by the creation of new shares shall be con- 
sidered as part of the original capital, and shall be subject to the same 
provisions in all respects, whether with reference to the payment of calls 
or the forfeiture of shares on non-payment of calls or otherwise, as if it had 
been part of the original capital.” Passing on then to page 11, section 41, 
it was declared that the mayor of Chester for the time being should be an 
ex officio director of the company, which was according to the terms of the 
original proposition, and also in the terms of the report of the committee of 
the Town Council. The 54th section was a very important one as bearing 
upon the present question. “ The dir s may, with the sanction of a 
general meeting of the company, at any time, and from time to time here- 
after, apply for a charter or charters of incorporation, or apply to Pav! 
ment for an Act of Parliament or for Acts of Parliament, to regulate the 
business of the company or to increase its powers, or for such other purpose 
or purposes as may be deemed advisable; and they may give all necessary 
notices, and do and perform all matters and things necessary, in order to 
obtain any such charter or charteys, Act or Acts.” The next important article 
was the 6Uth, which provided for the formation of a reserve-fund. It declared 
“ That the directors may, with the approval of a geueral meeting, from 
time to time appropriate a portion of the profits of the company to form a 
reserve-fund for equalizing dividends, meeting extraordinary exp 3, 
extending the business of the company, and for other purposes and con- 
tingencies; which reserve-fund shall never exceed £10,000, and the same 
shall be from time to time invested in such stocks, funds, or securities, 
and in such manner as the directors shall see fit; and the interest of 
such investment shall from time to time be carried to an account te 
be calied ‘The Wear and Tear Account,’ and appropriated to the 
maintaining and keeping up the plant of the company.” The 72nd sec- 
tion referred to the appointment and remuneration of the auditors, and 
provided that “the treasurer of the city and borough of Chester, for the 
time being, shall,if willing toact, be the second auditor of the company, but 
without salary.” The only other section to which he should feel it necessary 
to call attention was the 77th, which provided that—* The auditors shall be 
supplied with a copy of the balance-sheet, and it shall be their duty to 
examine the same with the accounts and vouchers belonging thereto: and 
a list shall be delivered to them of all books kept by the company, and 
they shall, at al] reasonable times, between the respective times of the de- } 
livery of such copy of the balance-sheet and of making their report, have} 
access to the books and accounts of the company.” These articles, he | 
should mention, were drawn up by the solicitors of the two companies—} 
Mr. Walker, who acted for the old Chester Gaslight Company, and who was} 
at that time the deputy town-clerk of Chester, and Mr. Brown, who acted 
for the Roodee Company and the new “Chester United Gas Company.” 
The Roodee Company having made over to the new company the whole of 
their plant and apparatus, all that remained to be done was that the cor- 















































| ompany in 1855. “5. That the company shall, at their cost, provide an 

















E | supply of the public lamps. The mayor and corporation then covenanted 
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ration deed should be executed, but that was not done till the 4th of 

arch, 1857. Of that deed he would read to the committee an abstract. 
He might inform the committee that before it was executed the articles of 
association were formally sent to the Town Council, and an official intima- 
tion given that the new company would be ready to receive the mayor 
whenever he chose toattend. The letter from the Town Council, in which 
they acknowledged that communication, was as long back as the 12th of 
September, 1856; it stated that the mayor would be happy to take his seat 
at the board, and was signed by Mr. Paul for the deputy town-clerk. He 
(Mr. Hope Scott) did not suppose that there would be on the other side any 
hesitation in admitting that when the corporation executed the deed they 
'| were fully acquainted with what was contained in the articles of associa- 
|} tion. That deed, which was made between “ The Chester United Gaslight 
Company (Limited)” and the mayor and corporation of Chester, after re- 








citing the license to Highfield; the formation of the Roodee Company; the 

consent given to Highfield to assign his interest to them, afl the prohibition | 
ainst acquiring any interest in other companies; the assignment by 

|| Highfield in pursuance of such consent; Mr. Salisbury’s deed; and all the 
transactions, in fact, which ended in the constitution of the Chester United 

|| Gas Company, contained covenants on the part of the latter to pay the 

yearly rent of £10, to perform all the conditions and engagements of the 

license and of the deed of contract of the 4th of September, 1855, for the 








on their parts to observe all their covenants in the license; and, following | 
|| this, was a covenant by the company that, during the continuance of the 
|| present license, or any renewal of it, they would supply gas of the best 
quality, provide and maintain, to the satisfaction of the corporation, a test 
apparatus, upon the most improved principle, for ascertaining the quality 
of the gas, which apparatus should be placed wherever the corporation 
should direct; that they would charge for the public lamps according to 
the schedule in Highfield’s license, and light batswing five-feet, fish-tail 
'} three-feet, and smaller lights not less than two-feet (that was a regulation 
introduced for the first time); that a specimen of each class of burner 
should be deposited under the company’s seal with the corporation; that 
the charge to private consumers should not exceed 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet; 
that if for three successive years the profits of the company should be more 

| than 10 per cent., the corporation might reconsider the propriety of reducing 

| the lamp-rate, and also the maximum to private consumers; that a meter 
{| inspector should be appointed: that the pavement broken up by the com- 

| pany should be reinstated by the corporation at the company’s expense, 
' and that they should pay to the corporation the sum of 6d for every super- 
|| ficial yard of the said street so repaired and restored; that ae districts 
|| should be lighted on terms to be settled by arbitration; that the capital of 
'; the company should not exceed £50,000 as capital paid up on the 30th of 

| June, 1856; that they should not manufacture gas at the Cuppin Street 
works after the 30th of June, 1857; and the deed concluded by giving 
; power to the corporation to determine the license by notice on any breach 
; ofcovenant; and there was also a covenant for arbitration. Now, before 
} this deed was finally adjusted, a great deal of discussion took place, and on 
|, ane occasion Mr. Salisbury attended a meeting of the council upon the 
i j subject, at which several points were mooted of considerable importance to 

, the matter now in hand. He believed that it was on the 29th of January, 
|}! 1857, that the meeting between Mr. Salisbury and the Town Council took 
'! place. On that occasion the question of the capital of the company was 
| broadly discussed, as also another very important point. With regard to 
|; the capital, what transpired was this. The capital of the company, as he 
had already twice before observed, as fixed by the report of the committee 
f 








} 
| in 1856, and by the deed as finally executed in 1857, related only to the 
'| paid-up capital to the 30th of June, 1856; but it was proposed in discussion 
}| by the committee of the Town Council that there should be a restriction 
{upon the capital, present and future, and that it should never exceed 
£50,000, except with the consent of the corporation. 
{| Mr. Apxms: Was this anterior to the execution of the deed? 
|| Mr. Hore Scorr replied that it was, and he was using the circumstance 
| to show the bond fides of the parties. First, they found that the report of 
tithe committee on which the deed was founded related only to the capital 
{already expended; next, that the Town Council had before them a proposi- 
{| tion to increase the capital £10,000, and that they tried to place a restric- 
|, tion upon the company so as to prevent their increasing it without their 
; consent, which, upon discussion, was withdrawn; and, therefore, it might 
|| fairly be assumed that the terms were fully understood by all parties. 
j | ue ether point of considerable importance was discussed at the inter- 
|, wew referred to, and it was this: Mr. Walker, the deputy town-clerk, 
| who had acted as solicitor for the old Gaslight Company in its trans- 
actions with the Roodee Company, and also for Mr. Highfield, from the 
| very first, knowing the rights of user which had been obtained by the old 
| gas company of 1817, proposed on behalf of the Town Council that the fol- 
} kowing proviso should be inserted in the deed of the 4th of March, 1857 :— 
||“ Provided always, and it is hereby agreed and declared that the said ‘Ches- 
'| ter United Gas Company (Limited), their successors and assigns, shall not, 
}| by reason of their having acquired the property and effects of the late 
| Chester Gaslight Company, be deemed or considered to have acquired any 
|| rights or privileges, or alleged rights or privileges, which at any time were 
allowed or permitted by the said mayor, aldermen, and burgesses ;” in other 
|| ®ords, he proposed to refuse by special clauses the right of user which the 
|| eld company had acquired in the streets of the city from 1817. This again 
| was resisted, and it ended in this way: Mr. Walker said that on searching | 
| be found a right of user had been granted to the iate Chester Gaslight Com- 
| pany, and inasmuch as Mr. Brown refused to give that point up, and it formed | 
| no part of the arrangement, he came to the conclusion that it must be 
| abandoned. A long discussion took place as to the powers of the council to | 
| granc such right and of the company to work under it, and it was at length | 
| given up. The importance of that discussion could not be overrated. Here | 
was a gentleman cognizant of ail the circumstances, seeking to protect his | 
clients from a right on the part of the company in the soil of the streets, 
; and the same gentleman acknowledging that such a grant of user had been 
| made, and that it was no part of the agreement that they should give 
|: up; a discussion ensuing upon a proposal to debar them that privi- 
,tege in future which they had purchased from their predecessors‘ 
‘and that proposal at length abandoned, and the conclusion come to | 
j tiat the deed should stand as it had been settled. That was, as he | 
| believed, all he need now dwell upon in reference to the transactions 
, #2 1856 and 1897 between the Town Council and the new company; and | 
tie would turn for a moment to the past, and show in what position the 
mew company stood. The new company had in it all the rights of the | 
eompany of 1817 by purchase, with the full knowledge of the corporation, | 
‘auth with their attention specially called to the fact that amongst those 
rights was one of user, within the limits of the duration of their existence, 
| in the streets of Chester for the supply of gas. They had besides in them | 











| be ascertained by the most approved test, and that a test apparatus should | 
| be provided accordingly; that the said agreement also contained a provision | 


all the rights contained or granted in the license to Highfield, and the || 
transfer of that license to the Roodee Company. They were, of course. || 
under all the obligations which Highfield had undertaken; and under alj |! 
the obligations undertaken by Mr. Salisbury on behalf of the Roodee Com. || 
pany in 1855. They had thus two different titles. In respect of the first, | | 
they were under no obligations whatever; but in respect of the second and | | 
more limited one, they were under obligations. As he had before observed, | | 
from one cause or another, delay had brought the completion of the deed | | 
by the corporation toa pew when it was impossible to go to Parliament | | 
according to the original proposition in the session of 1857, as the notices | | 
could not be given intime. But in August of last year the directors of | 
the new company addressed their minds to the subject, and the result was 
a letter, bearing date the 12th of that month, addressed by Mr. Salisbury to | | 
Mr. Walker, at the Town Hall, in which he stated that the directors had | 
some notion of making an application to Parliament in the session of 1858 | | 
for a special Act of Incorporation, and in order to secure those powers || 
which they considered necessary to the success of their undertaking; that | 
they proposed to do that in harmony with the corporation, and therefore | 
suggested that they should discuss the bill, clause by clause, so as at the || 
same time to secure the interests of the city of Chester; and that for that || 
purpose they would ye four members of their body to meet four || 
members of the Town Council. 1] 
The Cuarrman: That is in agreement with the articles of association? | | 
Mr. Hore Scorr said it was, but they did not make the application to || 
Parliament dependent upon the consent of the Town Council, but of their || 
own shareholders. In answer to that letter, they received a communication || 
from Mr. Walker acknowledging its receipt, stating that he had laid it | 
before the council at their meeting, and now forwarded a  &! the 
resolution adopted thereon. That resolution was the following :—“ Resolved, || 
that this council cannot concur in any application which the gas page ond i| 
may make to Parliament for any of the purposes stated in the letter of the | | 
chairman.” He (Mr. Hope Scott) did not propose to read the mass of | 
correspondence which took place on this subject, but the general result || 
might be stated to be this—In the first place, the company sent a rough | | 
draft of their proposed bill to the council—— || 
The CHarrman: Had the mayor at that time taken his seat at the board? |: 


Mr. Hore Scorr replied that he had not only done so, but voted in favour | 
of the proposed application to Parliament. The Town Council, however, as || 
he had stated, refused to concur in that application; and, as would be seen | 
from their petition, they still objected. When furnished with the rough || 
draft of the bill, in order to bring them out of this surly position, they 
remitted it to the town-clerk, who thereupon made a long report. | 

Mr. ApAms: Does the resolution communicated to the company in || 
answer to their letter state why they object? | 

Mr. Hors Scorr: No; it was very general, and was in effect that they | 
could not entertain the proposal. There was a reason given in the petition. | 
The real reason, however, was that the corporation of Chester liked to be 
their own Parliament, and very much preferred the gas company existing | | 
entirely as their creation and subject to their control. | 

The CHAirMAN: What an unhappy position for the mayor! 1} 

Mr. Hore Scorr said the company, not content with their first refusal, || 
sent the rough draft of their bill tothe corporation That bill was so framed | | 
as to raise every possible question; and in a letter they called attention to || 
the fact, and offered to modify it if necessary. The corporation referred the || 
matter to the town-clerk, who declared that it violated past agreements. || 
The company, on taking the report of the town-clerk into their consideration, | | 
instructed counsel to remodel the bill, and gave directions that it should | 
be made conformable in all respects with the rights of the Town Council. || 
That was done, and the directors of the company were advised that the bill, | 
as now upon the table of the committee, was a substantial fulfilment of all || 

| 
| 





| 
| 
al 








the engagements into which they had entered with the corporation. At one, 
time the Town Council were not indisposed to go themselves into the matter || 
of adjusting the bill, but they would not hear for a moment of the old rights 
of the first gas company being acknowledged, or that they had anything | 
like a permanent or continuous possession of the streets. In fact, they would | 
be willing that the company should go for an Act of Parliament, providing | 
they proceeded upon the license derived in later years from the corporation; || 
but it was a sine quad non that the company should not insist upon the || 
other title, which in the deed of September, 1855, had been recognized, and | 
which rendered them independent of the corporation. 1} 
Mr. Apams: Were they of the same mind before and after the Ist of 
November last? These bodies fluctuate, and possibly there might be aj 
change of feeling subsequently. | | 
Mr. Horr Scorr said there was no doubt the feeling continued, and was | 
embodied in the petition presented to Parliament. That petition stated | 
that a bill had been introduced and was now pending before the House for | | 
conferring further powers upon the Chester United Gas Company; that the | 
management of all present and future streets, roads, and thoroughfares in |: 
the city of Chester was vested in the petitioners, who objected to the said bill, | ' 
and were prepared to show that it would injuriously affect their rights, as 
well as the general interests of the inhabitants of the said city and borough. | | 
It set forth that the company were already incorporated with limited || 
liability, and that they at present supplied the borough with gas; for which || 
purpose they possessed all the powers that were necessary. It then stated || 
that the company derived their only right to break up the streets from a || 
certain indenture, recited in the preamble of the bill, dated the 1st of De-|| 
cember, 1851, by which the petitioners granted it for twenty-one years to || 
Samuel Highfield, and which lease was subsequently assigned to the Roodee || 
Company, now dissolved; that so lately as the 4th of March, 1857, the com- | 
pany entered into an agreement with the petitioners, as recited in the pre-| 
amble of the bill, and by which agreement they bound themselves to pay || 
£10 a year to the petitioners, and to observe all the covenants of the || 
agreement of 1851, as the same were modified by the deed of 1857, and 
the covenants entered into with the Roodee Company on the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1855; that under the said agreement of 1857 the company were 
bound at certain fixed prices and on certain terms to light the public lamps, 
and it was thereby stipulated that the gas should be of the best quality, to 


limiting the capital of the company to £50,000, and enabling the petitioners 
to revise the price charged for gas when the dividend of the company ex- 
ceeded 10 per cent. The committee would perceive that the way in which 
the allegations in the petition were drawn made them both true and un- 
true. It was perfectly true that the agreement did limit the capital of the 
company as far as the “ paid-up” capital was concerned, but tae inference 
that the corporation had power to prevent the company raising additional 
capital was untrue. 

Mr. Apams: There is no mention of the original agreement of 1817 inthe 
petition. 
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The Cuzarrman: We can see the wisdom of the town-clerk in not setting 
that out. 

Mr. Horr Scorr said no doubt the committee would understand the 
motive. The town-clerk cantered off upon Highfield’s license, and was 
silent as to the fact that there had been a company from 1817 in possession 
of the streets. The petition went on to say, that neither in the negotiations 
of 1857 or at any other time did the company inform the corporation of 
their intention to apply to Parliament, “to obtain terms different from or 
inconsistent with the agreement.” 

The CuarrMAN: How does this bear upon the articles of agreement? 

Mr. Hore Scorrt said the committee would see the wisdom of the town- 
clerk here also. It would have been very curious if the company had given 
such information to the corporation when they had no intention “ to obtain 
terms different from or inconsistent with the agreement.” They said, more- 
over, that if they had known of such an intention, they never would have 
entered into such an agreement. Of course they would not; it would have 
been a waste of time; it would have been putting up nine pins to have them 
knocked down again. It then stated that it is intended by the bill to super- 
sede the agreement, and concluded by asserting “that the said bill is not 
called for, and the application for the same is a breach of faith on the part 
of the company.” What was really meant and what was contended for in 
Chester was, that the company had no business to go to Parliament at all, 
and that no Act was wanted to enable them to carry on their a 
When Mr. Salisbury’s letter first came before the Town Council, a some- 
what stormy scene ensued, and the opinion was then expressed that the 
company had no business to seek parliamentary powers at all, but that they 
ought to remain in the position of dependents on the Town Council, and 
(without reference to the terms of the agreement) any application to Par- 
liament on their part was a breach of faith. The petition in one part stated 
“ that the said bill prejudicially affects and alters the said agreement, and 
would make perpetual the present leasehold rights of the company.” That 
was to say, starting upon Highfield license, they complained that the tem- 
porary right given in that deed was sought to be converted into a perpetual 
right of occupation in the streets by the company’s pipes. The corporation, 
moreover, alleged that if the bill passed into law the company would increase 
their charges for the supply of gas; that to secure their private interests 
was the only object for promoting it; that it was uncalled for, as the com- 
pany were already incorporated under the Limited Liability Act, and that 
being already in possession of the streets they did not need the powers 
which were sought for in the bill. They also asked that, if the bill were 
allowed to pass, a number of clauses might be inserted which he (Mr. Hope 
Scott) believed were quite unnecessary, and they specially objected to the 
proposed increase of capital, which they said was in opposition to the agree- 
ment, and to the conversion of part of their existing capital into preference 
stock. They specially objected also to the provision for enabling the com- 
pany to supply gas beyond the limits of the borough; to the proposed con 
stitution of the company; to the clause in reference to the dividends; to the 
incorporation of the Gas Clauses and Lands Clauses Acts; to the construc- 
tion of worksand the purchase of land; to the clauses in reference to testing 
the quality of the gas, and in respect of rating; and of the sexgyal provisions 
of the bill which would be operative if the Town Council purchase the works. 


Mr. Apams: I presume the corporation of Chester, like all others, is 
limited to the borough as to its jurisdiction, and you proposé by this bill to 
go beyond? =) 

Mr. Hore Scorr said no doubt it was so. With regar@dto the company 
not being entitled to go to Parliament at all, it must be mbered that in 
their original proposals to the Town Council they me ed that an appli- 
cation would be made in the session of 1857 for an A incorporate the 
company. Inthe report of the committee of the Towp Council, they re- 
ferred to the arrangement being carried out “by agreéinent, Act of Parlia- 
ment, or otherwise.” In the anauion which took ‘place on the subject, 
reference was made on one occasion, if not on several, to this intention, and, 
lastly, the memorandum of association made special provision for it. That 
memorandum of association was pretty well known to the Town Council, 
and as it was referred to in the deed of the 5th of March, 1857, by recital, 
it gave them the fullest possible information that such was the intention of 
the company before they put their seal to that deed. What, then, was to 
be said to the general objection against the promoters coming before Par- 
liament? It simply amounted to this, that the corporation of Chester 
wanted to be the Parliament themselves. It was well known that if they 
had put a restriction upon the company in the deed, to the effect that they 
shou!d not seek parliamentary powers, it could not possibly have hindered 
them from doing so, because such a restriction would be against public 
policy, and could not be enforced. Whether or not if a penalty had been 
attached it could be recovered was not for him (Mr. Hope Scott) now to 
argue. He much doubted, however, whether any court of law would have 
interposed to prevent their appealing to the Legislature, whose tribunal 
was open to all the world; though had they acted discreditably, Parliament 
would have dealt with the promoters as it always did, so as to mark its 
disapprobation of a breach of engagement. Instead of that, however, there 
was a specific notice of the intention, and when the company decided to go 
to Parliament, the mayor of Chester, the ex officio member of the board of 
directors, was present, and voted for it. With respect to the propriety of 
bringing companies of this kind under the notice of the Legislature, there 
could be little or no question. Parliament had, after much trouble and full 
consideration, settled the various provisions which gas companies ought to 
be oe under in order to secure at once to the public the advantages to 
which they were entitled, and to give to the companies themselves that 
degree of solidity and permanence which were essential to the good working 
and efficiency of such undertakings. He alluded to the Gas Clauses Act 
of 1847, which, as the committee were aware, contained a number of salutary 
provisions to be incorporated into private bills, and which, in fact, might be 
considered as the parliamentary code for such bills. Under that Act alone 
could the companies obtain a variety of powers necessary to the proper con- 
duct of their works. By coming to Parliament and adopting that Act, and 
submitting their whole concerns to be regulated by Parliament, they secured 
to themselves advantages which they could never acquire if left to the 
chance legislation of town councils, and which even complete registration 
under the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act did not give them, because after that 
they were only a private company, and their concerns might be wound up 
at any time. Under that Act, too (the Joint-Stock Act), there were no 
regulations as to capital, or the rights of shareholders, no power to enforce 
rates, and, in fact, if this company were not incorporated by special Act of 
Parliament, they might withdraw themselves from Chester, except for 
their contract with the corporation, sell the whole of their plant, and leave 
Chester in darkness the very day afterwards. That was not a state of secu- 
rity for any locality to be placed in. The matter had lately been discussed 
in another room upon a case which was even more remarkable. That case 
was the case of a company (the British Gaslight Company) not constituted 
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under a private Act of Parliament, but by its own private deed, and was |! 
supplying portions of the borough of Hull with gas; and they obtained par- |, 
liamentary powers while they remained under that deed of settlement, and | 
might be dissolved. But so much was this difficulty felt, that the company | 
consented to put in a clause to the effect that their powers of dissolution | 
under the deed of settlement should not be exercised in reference to Hull. 
There were abundant reasons of a public kind why Parliament should be | 
applied to; and supposing the company had a right, what had they a right | 
to come for? One of the things that the corporation specially objected to |! 
was, that the promoters were establishing for themselves a permanent right | | 
of occupation in Chester; and with the view of presenting to Parliament the | | 
most favourable view of their own case, they dated the existing rights of the | 
present company no further back than Hightield’s license. They made their 
possession wholly dependent upon a twenty-one years’ license, renewable 
for a corresponding period, and they cried out with horror at any applica- 
tion to extend it. 

The CHarrMAN: The position of the original omy in 1817 was dis- 
cussed in the council, and they declined to be lessees. Then came another 
company, who consented to such an arrangement, for which they were to 
Pay £10 a year. 

fr. Hore Scott said they took a twenty-one years’ license, renewable. 
After that, the two concerns were fused. The question was distinctly 
raised whether the former had any rights of user. Mr. Walker admitted 
the right, and that it was no part of the agreement that it should be given |; 
up; consequently, the proposition was withdrawn. 

The Cuatrman: But, in point of fact, the independent position of the}, 
old company is not recognized by them in their petition? 

Mr. Hore Scorr said it was ignored by them altogether. They did not} | 
even allude to it; although, as he had before observed, there could be no 
doubt that that right of occupation was now vested in the promoters of this 
bill. It was stated, however, that even if this could be questioned on the 
point of law, it could not affect them in a parliamentary committee, be- 
cause they came there on principles of equity and good faith. But, sup-| 
posing it were doubtful in law, a fortiori, that doubt ought to be removed | | 
by the Legislature. Let them consider how the matter stood. The grant 
took place as long ago as 1817; it was never challenged by any stranger what- 
ever, and only once by the a, on a question of imposing a rent in 
1842. It must be remembered that Chester was a very ancient city, and 
the rights in that city in reference to property were diflerent to what they 
were in many other places. He (Mr. Hope Scott) did not pretend to go 
into this matser-or'to understand it; but, as he was informed, from a very 
early period the corporation assumed to exercise rights in the streets. In 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth they granted a license to a man named Tyrer 
to lay down pipes under them for the supply of water to the city; and in 
1686 they conferred similar rights on two other individuals, who had suc- 
ceeded - ag and, as he believed, those rights had never been disputed. 
Equally certain it was, on the other hand, that rights of cellarage, and 
other similar rights, were exercised by the inhabitants; whether by user 
against the corporation, or by the corporation against private owners, was 
not very clear, nor was it very material for the present purpose. If the 
corporation had it in them, they gave that right to the original gas com- 
pany; if they had it not legally, they gave it to them in equity and honour, 
and it should now be confirmed to those who acquired it of them by Act of 
Parliament. But passing from that and coming down to what they con- 
tended was the real title of the promoters of this bill, for they were careful 
to suppress everything but the license to Highfield in 1851. That license, 
which they said was the only title, was grounded on the provisions of their 
local Act, entitled “ The Chester Improvement Act, 1845,” which Act was 
in terms somewhat analogous to the Board of Health Act, as far as related 
to the pavements. By section 49, which was one of the clauses recited in 
the license to Highfield, it was enacted that the management of the streets, 
&c., was vested in the Town Council, and not only the streets themselves, 
but the “ pavements, stones, gravel, and all the materials of, in, or beleng- 
ing to the same” (not a word about the soil); and the council may cause 
to be brought any bill of indictment or action against any person who 
shall take, or carry away, or damage, or destroy such things; and in any 
such bill of indictment or action it shall only be necessary to state that it 
is the property of the Town Council. This clause, however, merely vested 
in them a general management of the streets, &c., or gave what might be 
called a superficial right, for the purpose of securing their proper manage- 
ment; for there was no grant of the soil whatever. In section 86 it was 
enacted that “it shall not be lawful for any water company, or any other 
person not authorized by the council or their surveyor, to break up, take | 
up, remove, or open, or disturb any carriage or foot-way in the borough, for 
the purpose of laying down, altering, or repairing any main or pipe, or for 
any other purpose, unless notice in writing of their or his intention so to 
do, specifying the street and particular part of such street in which such | 
carriage or footway is intended to be taken up, be given to the surveyor, or 
left at his office, twenty-four hours before being so broken up; except only || 
in cases of sudden emergency, where a main or other pipe has burst, and 
then notice shall be given as soon afterwards as possible.” This was a pro- 
hibition against breaking.up the streets without authority or giving notice. 
It was not required that they should have consent; but, if not authorized, 
they must give notice to do it. And it was added that any water company 
or person as aforesaid opening any street, . ithout giving the required 
notice, should forfeit a sum not exceeding 0%) pvery square foot of pave- 
ment broken up. And then there was this mé roposition at the 
end of the clause, which showed most distinctly meaning was, if 
before it had been doubtful:—* Any power or authority ted by any Act 
of Parliament to any such company or person to the contrary, in any wise 
notwithstanding.” So that, if a water company were empowered by Act 
of Parliament to break up the streets, they must give this notice; and 
this clearly proved that it did not give the corporation power to grant pro- 
prietary rights to any company. It was merely a power to. subject them 
to a police regulation, that of giving notice. Then there was.a proviso that 
every company who should, with the consent of the corporation, break up 
the streets, should be bound to keep lamps lighted at the place during the 
progress of the works; but there was no such requirement made wpon com- 
panies doing it without consent, so that the Act was n ry-artificiall 
drawn. Clause 169 of the Act had reference“ to lightin e streets wit 
oil or gas, but it gave no power to the corporation’ to ae ‘gas thethselves, 
and therefore its operation was restricted to the particuiar companies with 
which they dealt. At the end of all there was this proviso; “¢hat nothing 
in this Act contained (7. ¢.,no powers given to the council i they were 
given) shall prevent any person making and supplying gas within the 
borough from an indictment for any nuisance, or any other legal proceed- 
ing to which they or he may be liable in consequence of the making or 
supplying such gas.” The result of this piece of legislation was, that.no 
powers which thé corporation might conceive they had a right to confe,, 
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under this Act upon any particular gas company, could prevent that com- 
pany, if they committed a nuisance by the manufacture of gas, or laida 
pipe in streets to the inconvenience of a private owner of Rroperty, being 
indicted for a nuisance; and, in fact, it supplied what penalties should be 
enforced for non-compliance with the Act. : 

Mr. Apams: There is nothing to prevent their being indicted for nuisance 
by giving notice? 

Mr. Hore Scort said the giving notice would free them from the penal- 
ties incurred by non-compliance under this Act, but it would leave them 
subject to all common law penalties. Upon this part of the subject he had 
to deal with the Sheffield case; in the other part that case did not come in 
so appropriately, because the first title of the promoters proceeded upon the 
assumption that there was a right in the corporation. If there was, then 
such a grant might properly be made: if properly made, then the company 
possessed all the rights which the corporation formerly possessed in this 
respect. But when they came to Highfield’s license, they were referred to 
a new Act of Parliament, which did not deal with the soil, but with the 
superficial area of the streets; and, therefore, they were brought to consider 
the point raised in the Sheffield case. That was a case in which the local 
authorities dealt with the gas company in the same way under their Act of 
Parliament. 

Mr. Apams: Is it material to go into this? There can be no doubt the 
corporation assigned what they supposed they possessed, and what they 
assigned passed to the second company from Highfield. Whatever, also, 
was possessed by the two companies passed by subsequent agreement to 
the company which is now before us. 

Mr. Hore Scorr said on that point there could be no doubt, because 
Mr. Walker, the town-clerk, proposed to get rid of it by the substitution of 
a new clause, which, however, was afterwards given up. But he must call 
attention to the Sheffield case as bearing on the present question. 

Mr. Apams: There were two actions, were there not? 

Mr. Hore Scorr said there were: one at law, and the other at equity. In 
the first instance an injunction was applied for, which was eventually 
refused, and then it came to an action at law. It was The Queen v. the 
Sheffield Gas Consumers’ Company, and at the trial a verdict of guilty was 
entered, and leave given to the defendants to move to set aside the verdict. 
The rule to show cause was argued before Lord Campbell and other judges 
on the 4th of June, 1853. The indictment charged the company with 
opening a trench in the highway, throwing earth upon it, and thereby 
obstructing the passage. They had obtained permission of the Highway 
Board, and likewise of the Commissioners for Lighting. The committee 
would remember that in the present case the corporation, in their license to 
Highfield, relied upon their powers for managing the streets, and also for 
controlling the public lighting. In the Sheflield case, it was admitted that 
the defendants had opened the trench for the purpose of laying their pipes; 
that the works, which were carried on with reasonable dispatch, occupied 
three weeks; and that the road was thereby obstructed during that period. 
The verdict, as he had said, was given for the Queen, and leave reserved. 
The case having been argued, Lord Campbell said: “I make no doubt that 
the Lord Chancellor took a proper view of the proceeding on the injunction 
that was before him; but as to the proceedings before us, I have no doubt 
whatever that this was a proper conviction, and that the rule ought to be 
discharged.” Lord Campbell did not mean to say that, because the Lord 
Chancellor refused the injunction for that which he said could not be done, 
therefore 
Mr. Denison: There was no nuisance proved before the Lord Chancellor. 


Mr. Hore Scorr read the whole of the judgment of Lord Campbell, which 
concluded with the words, “I again say that it seems to me that these 
, defendants should follow the usual course; they should submit their case 
to Parliament, and, if Parliament sees it is for the public advantage, they 
will concede the necessary powers; for, by the Gas Clauses Consolidation 
Act there is a power given to companies to lay open the streets, but they 
are under very great restrictions, and are subject to the superintendence of 
the proper authorities.” Upon this state of the law he would not now 
dwell, having investigated the matter perhaps more at length than was con- 
venient; but it was very important on the present occasion. He would 
like, however, to ask what possible objection there could be to the Chester 
Gas Company obtaining the very powers pointed out by Lord Campbell 
under the Gas Clauses Act. If it were a question of permanent occupation, 
certainly on the terms of good faith the Town Council were barred from 
objecting, because of their first act of 1817. Ifit were a question as to the 
sufficiency of their powers to give such a right, it did not lie in their mouths 
to complain against the company for endeavouring to make it lawful, but 
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i\!had been adduced on behalf of a local board of health. 


they ought rather to concur with them to secure that object. Instead of 
doing so, however, they passed by that fact altogether, and limited their 
statement to the temporary right acquired under Highfield’s license, which 
to his (Mr. Hope Scott's) mind, was far more doubtful than the permanent 
right of 1817. Taking it either way, the question being one of doubt, that 
doubt ought to be at once removed, especially as not only no injury would 
be done to the public, but a positive benefit accrue. Nor would there be 
| any injury done to the corporation, because their power to purchase the 
| works at a definite period was still reserved and incorporated in the bill. 
| 





It seemed to him, therefore, that the corporation ought to concur, instead 
of opposing the promoters; and he could not help calling it a matter of 
| shabbiness on their part that, in conducting that opposition, they had 
omitted all reference ro the e ior title acquired by the company, and had 
] set up a new title of limited duration, resting certainly upon as frail a founda- 
| tion in law as the right of similar powers acquired from a similar body in 
| the Sheffield case. In an adjoining room, precisely the same line of argument 
They had given 
| power to the British Gaslight Company to break up the streets of 
|| Hull, they having a clause in their Act similar to the 49th clause of the 
|| Chester Improvement Act, though more extensive in terms. Not only was 
|| the management of the streets vested by that Act in the Local Board of 
| Health, but the streets themselves; and they could require not only that 
the streets should not be broken up without notice, but also without con- 
sent. The company came to Parliament with only one object, to establish 
their rights. They quoted the Sheffield case; their opponents, the Health 
of Towns Act, and the committee came to the conclusion that the company 
were in an anomalous position, and that theirs was a fit case for parlia- 
mentary interference; and, though the company did not come under all 
the restrictions which Parliament might and usually did impose, they gave 
them their bill. There was also another case, which occurred a few years 
ago, where the relations of the company and the local authorities were 
conflicting, and in that case the result was the same. The truth was, that 
since 1853 the counsel of this bar had had a great accession of business; 
because, when —— found that they were not safe in conducting their 
operations, they followed the advice of Lord Campbell, and immediately 
catne to Parliament to obtain the requisite powers and protection. Having, 











as far as argument could do, established the justice of the position taken by 
the promoters of this bill in coming before Parliament for securing permanent 
occupation of the streets, subject to the corporation’s right of purchase, the 
— then arose whether the bill itself violated any of the essential con- 
itions attached to the limited right acquired under Highfield’s license, or 
with respect of any other transactions. On the question of capital he had 
already spoken, and shown that the past capital was settled, the future 
capital left unrestricted by the articles of association, which gave power to 
increase it by precisely the figures in this bill; which fact was confirmed 
by the attempt, subsequently abandoned, to introduce a restriction. The 
corporation now objected to the area of the company’s supply being ex- 
tended, but by what right they did so he could not well conceive. They 
seemed as though they wished to deny to others the advantages which they 
themselves enjoyed. Certainly, they had as little right to object to the in- 
creased area as they had to complain of the proposed addition to capital, 
because both of them were provided for in the articles of association, 
which, in reference to the former, stated, “the objects for which the 
company is established are, the manufacture of gas for the supplying 
and lighting with gas the city, borough, and suburbs of Chester, within the 
several counties of Chester and Flint.” And so, too, with reference to the 
dividends, the restriction of which was amply provided for. The only point 
was, that the company claimed the right, in accordance with the provisions 
in the Gas Clauses Act, to have a reserve-fund to meet contingencies; but 
by article 60 of the articles of association the formation of such a fund was 
contemplated, and such a reserve had actually been formed since the mayor 
had been a director and the city treasurer an auditor of the company, and 
to which no objection had been raised. It was clear that they had notice 
before the execution of the deed of the 4th of March, 1857, of the actuality 
of a reserve-fund, that it had been commenced, and that what was called 
the clear revenue of the company was after the reserve-fund had been made, 
and which the Gas Clauses Act required as a matter of precaution to the 
public. They objected also to the internal regulation of the company’s 
capital, and especially to their establishing a preferential stock of their own. 
The fact was this: the whole capital was entitled to 10 per cent. maximum 
dividend, but a certain portion of the shareholders would prefer 7 per cent. 
preferential, and the company proposed to take power to give it, leaving the 
remainder of the shareholders to get 10 per cent. if they could. It merely 
came to this, that instead of 10 per cent., if obtained, being divisible over 
the whole stock, 7 per cent. would be payable on £20,000, and 10 per cent. 
upon the remainder; so that positively the public in such case would have 
the benefit of the undivided 3 per cent. upon the £20,000, viz., £60 a year 
Of course to some shareholders a smaller preference stock was more ad- 
vantageous than a right to participate in a larger but uncertain dividend.; 

The CHarrMan said, in looking over the articles of association, he saw 
that the company might, by special resolution at a meeting called for the 
purpose, increase the capital to a certain amount. He would like to know 
whether such meeting was held, and resolution come to, and whether the 
mayor, as a member of the board, was present. 

Mr. Hore Scort said the mayor attended the board of directors at which 
the proposition was first entertained, and afterwards when it was submitted 
to the shareholders and the requisite resolution passed by them. Turning 
to another point on which they raised an objection, viz., the price of gas, 
he remarked that 4s. 6d. was the maximum within the limit in which any 
contract with the corporation extended. The ds. rate referred to the new 
outlying districts, which were more scattered, and where the supply would 
be much less, and in such districts 5s. was quite low enough. The com- 
mittee would remember that by the bill the deed of 1853 was reserved, and 
the price for the public lamps would be regulated during that agreement by 
its provisions, and at its termination they would be regulated by the terms 
of the license to Highfield. | 

The CHaArrMAN: As you have stated the question, I conceive nothing | 
could be more unfavourable to any company than the patronage of the) 
Town Council, for it has destroyed them all. In every case, it appears there 
was a determination on the part of the Town Council to govern and to 
regulate prices; and whenever they patronized a new company, it was 
always to the prejudice of the old company which existed from 1817. H 

Mr. Hope Scorr: They were ruined and brought to the ground by it. | 

The CuarrMAN: By the regulations by which they bound succeeding 
companies. 


Mr. Horr Scort said there was only one question remaining, and that ' 


was the mode of testing the quality of the gas. The company would propose 
that which they believed was the proper quality, and that it should be tested 


in what they believed would be the proper method; but this was entirely a . 


matter of detail, and would be dealt with when they came to clauses. ‘The 
main question was this: had they a right to come to Parliament under the 
arrangements with the Town Council? if so, had they a right to come for a 


permanent occupation of the streets under the titles they possessed? Ifthe | 
committee should be of opinion, as he hoped they would be, that they were | 


so entitled, the company would be prepared to go at length into the clauses 
of the bill, and it would then be seen that they did not contain a single 


provision which could be construed to contravene the terms of the agree- | 


ment into which they had entered with the Town Council. He would leave 
the matter in the hands of the committee, and proceed to call his witnesses; 
and though necessarily the inquiry would be a lengthened one, he hoped | 
the committee would be able to enjoy their Easter holidays without recol- 
lecting much about the Chester corporation or Chester gas. 

Mr. W. Stockley, of Liverpool, produced the original lease of the old Ches- 
ter Gaslight Company's premises, the license to Mr. Highfield, two mortgage 
deeds, and other documents; and it was agreed that either side should be at 
liberty to inspect them as required. 

Enoch Gibbon Salisbury, Esq., M.P., examined by Mr. Denison. 

T am a member of this House, and the chairman of the Chester United Gas- 
light Company. Iwas chairman of the Roodee Company for some time 
previous to its dissolution. About ten years ago I resided at Birkenhead, 
where I became acquainted with Mr. Highfield, who was manager of the 
gas-works there. He was a very respectable man, and the brother-in-law 
of Mr. Jackson, the present member for Newcastle-under-Lyne. I was in 
London when he first went to Chester, but I was cognizant of his going 
there. He applied to me early in 1851; he was then going to leave Birken- 
head and take some gas-works on his own account at Enfield, oe 
which he wished me to make some inquiries on his behalf. I did so through 
my clerk, and he came up to London to see the party who had the sale of 
the lease, but found he could make no arrangement with him, and it ended 
in nothing. He then determined to go to Chester, and told me that the 
consumers of that city had resolved to have gas-works of their own, and 
applied to him as a contractor to erect them. He asked me for £3000 on a 
short loan to enable him to construct those works. He told me that the 





























had started with good prospects of success, and that they had 
promises from three-fourths of the consumers to take gas of them fora 
period of five years, but as the company were unable to raise the money 
necessary for erecting the works, they requested him to do it on his own 
account. I agreed to let him have the money, and the works were erected; 
but the quantity of gas manufactured in the first year did not come up to 
one-third of my expectations. It was part of the original project to make 
gas from cannel coal only, the 9 of which at that time was 12s. 6d. per 
ton, and within the year, 1 think, it rose to 22s. or 23s. per ton. The consent 
of the council to Highfield’s license was obtained in June, 1851, though the 
deed was not executed until the September following. 

The CuarrMan: I take it, Mr. Denison, that you are now following up 
Mr. Hope Scott’s story. 

Mr. Denison: Its very dull work, sir, I know. 

The CuarrMan: But do you think it is absolutely necessary? 
the facts will not be denied. 

Mr. Catvert: My friend has made statements which I am instructed to 
say are totally incorrect. 

Sar. Apams: But are they material? 

The CHarrMAN: Do you intend to show that Highfield had no license? 

Mr. CAtverT: My learned friend must exercise his own discretion to prove 
what is material. Whatever is material to his case is material for me to 
know. ‘ 

The CuarrMan: The duty of all parties is to bring the matter to an issue 
as shortly as possible, and let us try the question on its merits. 

Mr. Apams: I think it is not necessary to prove that money was lent by 
Mr. Salisbury. : 

Mr. Denison: I should think not; but, when the mortgages were put in, 
lit seemed as though the other side intended to dispute it. 

Witness : I was called upon to prove these very things when Highfield 
was bankrupt, and I was called upon to produce every document in order 
to prove my account, which I did very much against the will of the assignee. 
Then, when the assignment was made, the Town Council required me to 
show how every penny had been expended, and I made out a statement 
with great care, which was submitted to the committee that sat upon this 
question. I then showed that £28,000 had been spent by the Roodee Com- 

|pany, and they meant to have £30,000 as the amount of their capital. 
||T am prepared to prove every item of that account in case of need. 

The CHarrRMAN: Go on; and, if necessary, I will clear the room, and take 

| | the opinion of the committee as to what is necessary. 

|| Examination resumed: I first went down to look at the works in Novem- 
|| ber, 1851. The price charged for gas by Mr. Highfield was 4s. 6d. per 1000. 
|, The old company continued to charge 5s. 6d. per 1000 up to the day when 
|| he was prepared to light the city, when they dropped to 4s., aud, in con- 
sequence of that reduction, the consumers broke their promises to Mr. 
Highfield, and declined to deal with him, The old company continued to 
charge 4s. until April, 1855, when they intimated to their consumers that 
they must increase the price to 4s. 6d.; Mr. Highfield made no alteration in 
his charges. By degrees my advances to him reached a very large sum. 
At the end of December, 1853, they were close upon £14,000, and the deeds 
were lodged with me as security. I found that there was a restriction in 
the license, so that he could not assign without the consent of the corpora- 
tion; and, accordingly, application was made to them for permission, which 
was obtained in August, 1855. Highfield made the application by letter 
for the purpose. Mr. Walker was his private solicitor up to that time, and 
Mr. Brown was solicitor to the Roodee Company, which was then in pos- 
session of the works. That company was formed in 1854, and Highfield 
was appointed manager of it. Highfield made several applications pre- 
viously to Mr. Walker to obtain a mortgage upon the property, for the pur- 
pose chiefly of paying me off; but most persons objected to the security, as 
they questioned very much the powers of the corporation to give this license 
to him, and therefore he failed to get the money, notwithstanding the power 
|| they gave him to assign. I was present when the proceedings in his bank- 
||ruptey took place. The accounts were filed, and the outlay upon the works, 
|| &c., was stated. They showed that, during the time he carried on those 
works, no profit was realized, but there was a loss on the manufacture of gas 
of £360. I believe some allowance had been made for interest upon bor- 
rowed money, but nothing for his personal expenses, which amounted to 
£1400. I remember his undertaking to light the public lamps, and the old 
company being obliged to take away their posts, &c. On Dec. 21, 1854, 
Highfield resigned his position as manager. I went down to Chester in 
June, 1854, and took the actual charge of the works from that time. 

By the Cuarrman: I found I could not get my money, and I thought I 
must do the best I could. Up to that time I thought he would be able to 
weather the storm, and I had every confidence in him; but finding he was 
in difficulties, I went to look after affairs. 


By Mr. Denison: My first intimation of those difficulties was from Mr. 
Walker, who sent for me in July, 1854, and told me he was very sorry to 
say Highfield was in difficulties, and that he (Mr. Walker) held a judgment 
;|against him on behalf of a client for £159, and that I had better pay the 
money rather than allow the credit of the undertaking to be injured. I did 
pay that money to Mr. Walker. In the summer of 1855, the committee of 
| the council advertised for tenders to light the public lamps. 
|time when Highfield’s two years’ contract expired. 


company 


I take it 




















That was the 
I attended that com- 
|| mittee. They wrote a letter to the Roodee Company, proposing that they 
| should make a tender for one, two, or three years, and I wrote back to the 
town-clerk to say that I declined to take it for either of those periods; but, 
\if the corporation would call upon me, under the terms of the license to 
| light for a period of seven years, I was fe gon to undertake it. In answer 
to that communication I was invited to attend a meeting of the watch 
committee; which I did, and explained that I thought it very unfair to call 
‘upon us for a shorter contract, and that I should decline tendering alto- 
gether except for seven years. They requested me to withdraw and con- 
sider the matter; and I was told that the old company had sent in a 

| tender, the terms of which, however, were not mentioned. I then sent in a 
tender for a period of three years certain, and they requested me to with- 
draw to Mr. Walker's office while they considered it. I was subsequently 
ealled in again, and the chairman put the question, what reduction | would 
make for a period of seven years? I said I would make a reduction of 

| pd ah which 1 did, under the impression that the old company had 
| ered. I have since been told that the old company had written a 
‘letter at the time declining to tender at all. My tender was accepted, 
., #nd embodied in the agreement of the 4th of September, 1855. There 
was a discussion at that time about the illuminating power, and in 
the draft-deed which was sent to us, Mr. Walker endeavoured to 
introduce a clause, fixing the illuminating power at eighteen wax 
candles. I had taken the trouble to look through the various standards 
fixed by Acts of Parliament since 1851,and I found the highest was 12 sperm 
candles, and I therefore objected to the clause. It was discussed, and the 
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words “best and purest gas” were put in. I told the corporation it was | 
utterly impossible to manufacture gas at a profit from cannel coal; in fact, | 
Mr. Highfield had abandoned it altogether, for he could not get it, and it was 
known to the corporation that he used one half cannel and one half! 
coal. In the two years’ contract he manufactured gas from coal alone. I! 
have taken the opinion of Mr. Roundel Palmer as to our liability under the | 
license to be called upon, toties quoties, to light the public lamps for a period | 
of seven years, and his advice is, that it is for only one period of seven years, 
which, in fact, has been exceeded. The net divisible profits of the Roodee | 
Company from January, 1854, to June, 1856, amounted to £1500. That 
allowed of nothing being set aside for a reserve-fund. The capital had 
gradually increased from £19,800 on the 30th of June, 1854, to £28,000 odd 
by the 28th of June, 1856. The first balance-sheet was published at the 
end of June, 1854. The profits of the other company from June, 1851, to | 
June, 1856, a period of five years, were about £2400, or about 24 per cent. 
upon their nominal, which was not their whole capital. It was about 1 per | 
cent. upon their real capital. I ought to state that when I went to Chester | 
I did all I could to induce the consumers to rally round us. I called a meeting | 
of the consumers, and offered to give them shares in the company or that 
they should take gas of us. Finding they would do neither, I then endea- 
voured to see how I could get a footing in the old company; and I} 
instructed my solicitor to purchase shares on my behalf, with a view | 
of bringing them both together. When I had got a pretty substantial 
footing in the old company, and they found I intended to put an 
end to their reign, their chairman made proposals for an arrangement, | 
one of the first conditions of which was, that an Act of Parliament should | 
be obtained. It was also proposed by me that in the new company to be 
formed the mayor should be a director. The chairman of the old company | 
said to me that I must be pretty well satisfied I had been taken in, and| 
that in the course of time I should find the corporation were hard masters; | 
and, therefore, he must insist upon the amalgamated companies going for | 
an Act of Parliament as the condition of their union. I agreed to that, but 
insisted upon the mayor of Chester being on the board, and that the ac- 
counts should be audited by the treasurer of the city. To this he agre 
and made another condition, viz., that the price of gas should be fixed at 5s. 
I thought the true policy of the companies was to identify the corporation | 
with them as much as possible. Very soon afterwards, formal application | 
was made for their consent to the arrangement; and it was during an in- 
terview that I had in January that I first heard of the old company’s right 
of user, and of course I became strong upon that, and told the public that, 
unless the corporation permitted the amalgamation, [ should close the 
Roodee works and fall into the arms of the old company, who were inde- 
pendent of the Town Council. The first step which the corporation took 
was to appoint a committee, which I attended. 

By the Cuarrman: That committee required me to state what the 
capital of the company would be; and I told them I would make out a 
statement for them showing what the expenditure had been to that date. 
I did so; and also showed that the necessary additional outlay to the 20th 
of June would bring it up to £28,000. 

By Mr. Catvert: I have that statement in writing, and will supply you 
with a copy. 

Mr. CaLvert: I am instructed to deny that it ever was done. 

Witness: I say, most decidedly I did; I also showed what was the con- 
templated expenditure to the 30th of June, 1856. The committee very 
properly wanted to know what | purposed paying the old company for their 
works, and I argued that it would be unfair to call upon me to make a 
statement on the subject, as it was clearly my interest to get them at the 
lowest possible sum, and if the shareholders got to know what my opinion 
was I should not get them to abate any portion of their capital. The com- 
mittee then told me that, acting in the public interest, they must decline to 
allow the amalgamation, unless I was prepared to tell them distinctly what 
the capital of the amalgamated companies would be at the date of the 
amalgamation. I promised to supply them with a document showing what 
we had spent on the Roodee Gas Company’s account, and the further sums 
which I supposed would be required. That account was made out and I 
took it to the committee, explaining that the expenditure was £28,300; but 
we had made up our minds to take nothing less than £30,000 for our works, 
the intention being to vote the difference to myself for the loss of interest 
I had sustained, and the services I had rendered in the management of the 
undertaking up to that time. The committee told me they thought it was 
very fair, and that, as far as they were concerned, the ee capital might 
be taken at that. They then d a resolution that the capital of the 
amalgamated companies should not be above £50,000, and thus the secret 
was out what we were to give and what we really did afterwards give for the 
old company’s interest, viz., £20,000. The £10,000 mortgage was part of 
the £30,000. The money was paid and the shares handed over to the old 
company through Mr. John Walker. This is a copy of the document re- 
ferred to. [Handed in.] The committee of the Town Council made no 
objection to the capital, but they said I purposed to give too much for the 
old works; that the old company had got large profits out of the city, and 
they ought to have taken a lower sum; but I said I will not insist upon 
anything of the kind, and it was agreed that £50,000 should be our capital, 

By Mr. Denison: Something was said at the time about limiting the 
capital; but the question was put by one of the committee, “ You call upon 
the company to extend their mains; how are they to do it unless they have 
power to raise additional capital?” and of course the committee saw the 
absurdity of their own proposition, and abandoned it. The clear under- 
standing was, that we were to extend our capital as the necessity of the 
case required. Indeed, it is one of the articles of association (the 22nd), 
and was embodied in them afterwards. It was also clearly understood that 
we were to go to Parliament for an Act. 

By the Cuairman: I recollect the particulars of that meeting. One of 
the propositions made to the Town Council was that the price of gas should 
be advanced to 5s. per 1000. The chairman of the committee said we had 
better consider that point, and that he thought the amalgamation should 
be made conditional on our agreeing to supply at 4s. 6d. Tesgeucd my- 
self personally as agreeable, but I was assured that 4s. 6d. would not 
answer; and we were to delay going to Parliament until 1858, to see 
whether it would pay. That was distinctly and clearly the purport of the 
conversation that passed, and that is the reason why we did not come last 
session. We have adopted 4s. 6d. as regards the borough, and 5s. for the 
outlying districts. Mr. Highfield had extended his mains to a place on the 
outskirts called Bishop's Fields, and he charged 4s. 6d. there as well as in 
the city; but we advanced the price to 5s. immediately upon the amalga- 
mation outside the borough, because the powers of the corporation did not 
extend to those places. There our independent action commenced. 

By Mr. Denison: The committee reported to the corporation what they 
had done with me, and the next point was to settle in what particular form 
the two companies should be absorbed into one,or wound up. The arrange- 
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ment come to was, that the Roodee Company should take £20,000 of shares 
in the new concern, that the £10,000 residue of the £30,000 should remain 
on mortgage of the property of the amalgamated companies, and that the 
shareholders of the old company should take £20,000 worth of stock for 
their money. Mr. Walker had been appointed solicitor to the old company, 
and he, acting under advice, found out that that arrangement could not be 
carried out, as far as they were concerned, owing to a clause in their deed of 
settlement requiring that, whenever the company were dissolved, their 
effects must be absolutely realized in money. Another arrangement was 
therefore made, which was that the old company should be dissolved, and 
that £13,700 should be paid to them in cash for their property, and that the 
shareholders should take the £20,000 stock at their option. The new com- 
pany was, thereupon, established upon the articles of association, Mr. Brown 
acting for them, and Mr. Walker for the old company, in the matter. The 
articles of association were conferred upon and drawn up jointly, and when 
agreed upon were sent officially to the corporation with a letter. The mayor 
of Chester, in accordance with those articles, took his seat at the next 
meeting of the board, on the 12th of September, 1856. 

By the Cuarrman: He afterwards attended pretty regularly, and his 
successor was present when the proposition to go to Parliament was 
decided upon. 

By Mr. Denison: That was, I believe, in August, 1857. Mr. Eaton, the 
then mayor, was present as a director. There was no division upon the 
question of our going to Parliament; that proposal was carried unani- 
mously, but there was a division afterwards on the question of dividends. 
I wished to make my private and public positions tally, and, being a large 
shareholder, I thought that by making a reduction in the rate of dividend 
we might induce the public to look favourably upon our bill. I therefore 
proposed that the maximum should be fixed at a lower standard; upon 
which an amendment was moved that it should be the higher one. <A divi- 
sion was taken: when four directors voted for the latter, and four, including 
the mayor, for the original motion, which was carried by my casting 
vote as chairman. One of my reasons for making the arrangement was 
that I found the old company were in possession of this right of user. In 
my opinion, it is essentially necessary that a gas company should have the 
usual rights in the ground. [Paper handed to rang This is a draft of 
the deed, dated March 4, 1857, between “ The Chester United Gas Company 

Limited) and the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of the borough of 

‘hester.” It was drawn up by Mr. Walker. The following clause, which 
was in the draft, was afterwards struck out—“ Provided always, and it is 
hereby agreed and declared that the company shall not, by reason of their 
having acquired the property and effects of the late Chester Gaslight Com- 
pany, be deemed to have acquired any rights or privileges, or alleged rights 
and privileges, which were heretofore granted or agreed to be granted, or 
admitted, to them by the said mayor, &c.” That clause was objected to on 
my behalf and struck out. 

By the Cuarrman: This ignoring clause was introduced by them, read, 
discussed, and rejected by us. There could not possibly be any misunder- 
standing on the part of the gentlemen with whom we were treating, that 
such right was claimed. They had the same facts before them that I had. 
I think I ought to state that the permission given by the Town Council in 
April, 1856, was the foundation of the amalgamation of the two companies. 
On the 30th of June following, the old company was dissolved, and at two 
o'clock on the morning of the ist of July the amalgamation took place, by 
a connexion —— made between the mains of the two companies. There 
were parties in Chester who were hostile to the amalgamation. They said 
it was establishing a monopoly, and they made great talk about it. One 
thing they objected to was the capital of the company, although that was a 
settled question. Another thing was, that we assumed to possess certain 
rights through the old company, and Mr. Walker himself was very roughly 
handled. It was said he had sacrificed the interests of the Town Council 
to his old clients, the gas company; and Mr. Walker stated in my hearing 
in the Town Council that he had introduced this rejected clause into the 
deed for the purpose of raising the question afresh in the corporation, so that 
hereafter there might be no doubt upon it, although he knew at the time 
that the amalgamation had been perfected, that new capital had been 
raised, and large sums of money expended upon the faith of the resolution 
of the Town Council in April, 1856. That was really within his knowledge, 
and yet he put this clause into the draft for the purpose of enabling the 
corporation to pronounce an opinion upon that which had been settled 
months before. The consequence was that, when the Town Council heard 
the whole story, 23 members voted that the clause should be struck out, and 
that the draft should stand as settled. 

By Mr. Apams: When I said the amalgamation took place at two a.m., I 
was not speaking of the moral amalgamation, but the physical one. We 
effected a junction of the pipes at two o’clock a.m. at Chester Cross. 


By Mr. Denison: In the deed of covenant of 1857 there is nothing 
limiting our right to break up the streets as we had done. The letter 
which Mr. Hope Scott read, and in which we gave notice of our intention 
to apply to Parliament, is dated the 12th day of August, 1857. I thought 
it better, before a line of this bill was drawn up, to communicate with the 
Town Council, expecting that they would appoint the town-clerk on their 
behalf to confer with Mr. Brown, so that the bill, when drawn, might be 
satisfactory to both parties. The bill, as first sent to them, contained many 
other clauses besides those in the present bill. The town-clerk having in- 
timated the objections of the corporation to it, we sent all the evidence to 
Mr. Lloyd, and instructed him to draw a bill in strict conformity thereto. 
He did so, and that is the bill we are now discussing. In one point the bill 
has been altered with regard to preference shares. It originally proposed 
that they should be created with a right of profit not exceeding 7 per cent.‘ 
but after the ordinary stock had smestved 10 per cent. the preference 
shares should also be entitled to any extra profit up to that amount, making 
10 per cent. upon the whole capital, as agreed to with the corporation. 7 
had always been personally opposed to that clause, and at length it was 
altered so as to make the preference shares stand at 7 per cent., with no 
other interest beyond that amount. So far as regards the public and the 
corporation this alteration is favourable to them to the extent of £600 a 
year. By reference to the first page of the articles of association, it 
will be seen that the objects of the company are the supply of gas in the 
suburbs, “in the counties of Chester and Flint.” That description would 
| clearly show to any one acquainted with the geography of the place that 
we intended to supply gas beyond the limits of the borough. Iam sorry 
to say that the rates at Chester are very high, and in consequence new 
places are springing up in the outskirts. We are anxious to extend our 
jmains there. Our limits are precisely those of the water company, which 
| the corporation petitioned in favour of last year. . 
| This closed Mr. Salisbury’s direct examination, and the committee then 
| adjourned. 
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Tap Day.—Marcu 25. 


The committee re-assembled at twelve o'clock. . 

Mr. Denison handed in a copy of the resolution of the council containing 
the original grant to the Chester Gaslight Company in 1817; also, the lease 
of the ground on which the gas-works were erected, and a mass of corre- 
spondence in reference to the rental attempted to be imposed upon them. 

Mr. Salisbury, cross-examined by Mr. CALVERT. 

The terms of the contract with the corporation, in reference to the public 
lights, and the terms chargeable under the schedule to the bill are identical; 
and if engineers say that the latter will cause a difference to them of £4500 
per annum, I utterly and entirely deny it. I have considered the question, 
and I say it will make no difference at all. I know what your question 
means. I have heard from the other side that it is their opinion we ought 
to provide gas of 18-candle illuminating power, whereas we propose 12 
candles only. 

The CHarrman: Do you mean as to quality or power of light? 

Witness: What Mr. Calvert means is, that if we supply gas of that quality 
instead of the higher standard our customers will have to consume more 
gas to get the same light. 

The Cuairman: Then it is a question of illumination. 

Cross-examination continued: The £50,000, which was the capital of the 
companies at the time of the arrangement for the amalgamation, was made 
up of three sums—viz., £20,000 as the capital of the Chester Gas Company, 
£20,000 the paid-up capital of the Roodee Company, and £10,000 which 
was money borrowed on mortgage of their works, and which it was agreed 
should be a first charge upon the property of the amalgamating companies. 
But then we required new capital to carry out the necessary extensions 
since June, and under the articles of association we agreed to raise £10,000. 
In the preamble of the bill it is stated that “ by the said memorandum and 
articles of association the capital of the said company was declared to be 
£50,000, divided into 5000 shares of £10 each, with power to the com- 
pany to increase that capital to an amount not exceeding £10,000; and 
also to borrow upon mortgage, or debenture, or bond, any sum or sums of 
money not exceeding in the whole the sum of £10,000.” The £50,000 is 
the capital upon which 10 per cent. dividend will be taken before any re- 
duction in the price of gas is made. I calculated the Chester Gas Com- 
pany’s capital at £27,355, from statements supplied to me showing what 
they had expended upon their works up to 1856. They were prepared to 
sell their interest for a money value of £13,700; which, I presume, was the 
fair value of their plant at the time. I am told the chairman said they had 
made a very good bargain; but Mr. Walker can inform you better on that 
point, because he was their adviser. He can also tell you best, whether 
any calculation and estimate was made of what the real value of the works 
were. He was clearly bound to do it, the Town Council being trustees for 
the public. I do not know anything about such an estimate being made, 
and I do not undertake to say that £13,700 was the fair sum to pay for it; 
it is a matter of opinion. I explained yesterday, very fully, that the original 
arrangement with the old company was that they were to take shares to 
the extent of £20,000, and they were to abandon £7355, which was the 
balance of their expenditure on the plant. They acted throughout under 
the advice of Mr. Walker, who consulted Mr. De Morgan, when it was found 
that under their deed of settlement the company could not amalgamate 
with an existing company, but must realize their effects in money. We 
had given the dissentient shareholders in the company the alternative of 
being paid off at £20 per share, or of taking £30 worth of stock in the new 
company. Had I been a shareholder in the old company I should have 
taken the 13s.8d. in the pound. The arrangement between the corporation 
and ourselves was, that we were to receive 10 per cent. upon the entire 
capital of £50,000 and upon any additional sum required. 

The Cuarrman: I am now watching to see whether the public will be 
prejudiced in any way by the arrangement proposed in the bill; but what 
the committee have to do with the terms made between these two com- 
panies for the purpose of amalgamation, passes my comprehension altogether. 

Mr. Catvert: If you look at page 6 of the bill you will see the following 
paragraph :—“ Whereas the whole original share capital of the said last- 
mentioned company, amounting to the sum of £50,000, as aforesaid, has 
been called up; and whereas the whole moneys represented by the shares 
and mortgage debt of the said company have been expended in constructing | 
and laying down gas-works, pipes, &c.” Now, sir, they must satisfy the 
committee upon that preamble, that the sum given for the plant of the old 
company was the market price; if not, the preamble is in effect incorrect. 
If they have paid more than it is worth, they will be overtaxing the in- 
habitants of Chester. 

Witness: Allow me to remark, I may mistake the position Mr. Calvert is 
occupying; I understood he was here for the corporation, and not the public. 
If he had appeared for the public, his present objection might have been a 
— good one. But this isa bargain between the corporation and ourselves, 
and Mr. Calvert is now trying, as I take it, to prove to the satisfaction of 
the committee that the corporation of Chester sold the public. 

Mr. Catvert: At the time the corporation consented—not that the 
capital should be £50,000, but that the capital in respect of that which you 
then supplied should not exceed that sum—was it not the case that you 
had not become possessed of the plant of the old company? 

Witness: Clearly so; but we had entered into arrangements which your 
instructions ought to tell you we could not complete without the sanction 
of the council. 

Mr. Catvert: Never mind that. 

Witness: You must excuse me; you wish me to state what will guide the 
committee to a right conclusion in this matter. It is quite certain we did 
not take possession of the property till the company was dissolved, but the 
bargain was made previously. (To the Chairman:) And we supplied the 
company with gas upon the same terms up to that period. 

Cross-examination continued: I do not remember a meeting on the 25th 
of February, 1856; but I remember one at which I promised to supply the 
particulars of the Roodee Company’s capital. 

The committee consulted together for a few minutes; after which 

The CHarrMAy, addressing Mr. Calvert, said: Iam anxious to save time, 
and yet to afford you the opportunity of putting before the committee what 
you conceive is the real state of this case; but I have to tell you that the 
committee are not disposed to enter into any questions which touch the 
contract between these parties—the old gas company and the Roodee Com- 
pany—with the corporation of Chester, or in reference to any proceedings 
pending between 1856 and the time that they applied for this Act of Parlia- 
ment. They donot think it right to touch the contract made between these 
parties, as it has been acted upon ever since. Evenif an offence had been 
committed it has been condoned; and the fact of the company now coming 
here for a special Act is no ground for re-opening the matter. 

Mr. Catvert: Of course I conform to the opinion of the committee. 

The Cuarrman: It does not seem quite just to try and invalidate an 
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agreement between the parties, at the same time that they are trying to 
carry out the articles of association. 

Mr. Apams: In the deed of the 4th of March, 1857, there are very full | 
recitals, and, right or wrong, the corporation and the company then agreed 
upon what should be the mode of proceeding. It was a sort of clearing up 
of all matters to the time. 

Mr. CALvertT: The committee are in possession of information which I 
am persuaded is all wrong. I can show you that Mr. Salisbury is mistaken 
| in reference to the minutes of the meeting, and that he did not supply the | 
| particulars of capital. 

The CuarrMAN: Do you mean to say that the contract was not acted 

upon? Has Chester been in darkness from that time? 
| Witness; I do not dispute the contract, which says the capital of the 
company at the time of amalgamation shall not exceed £50,000. They say 
| it was never to be more than that. 
| The Cuarrman: The articies of association gave them power to raise, 
, under special resolution, £10,000. 
| Mr. Carvert: If you will look at the deed of 1857, you will find it says 
| the capital shall not be taken to exceed £50,000. Iam not dealing with the 
articles of association; they are the company’s. 
| Mr. Apams: There it is that you are quite wrong, for we think that the 
| | corporation were fully aware of the existence of these articles, and what was 
| in them; and therefore we read the clause in the deed in connexion with 
|| the 22n/ article on page 8. 
|| Mr. Carvert: In that article there is not one word about £50,000. 
| The CuarrmMan: Supposing it were right, which I am not saying it is not, 
|| to make this perfectly clear to the committee, I think it would come better 
| On another part of the case. 
|| Mr. Catvert: Lam dealing with the preamble, and this is in the preamble. 
|, You will only find that that is the nominal capital. My learned friends 
| knew very well they could not get a bill of this description without showing 
what their capital was, and how it had been expended; and, if the com- 
mittee think it is essential, I am prepared to prove, upon their own showing, 
| that £7000 of it is wrong. 
The CHArrMAN intimated that the committee thought it not essential at 
| the present time. 
Mr. Catvert: I presume I may go on with a view to show that they 
| | have not laid out this £50,000? With regard to £20,000 of it, I show that 








£6300 has not been spent. 

|| _ Cross-examination continued: Iam not aware that at the time of the 
|| dissolution of the old company the opinion of an eminent counsel was taken 
|| with regard to the validity of the license of 1817. 
i] The Cuarrman: There was no license in 1817: there was a permission. 
|| I asked that that permission should be put in and read, and it appeared to 
me, as you read it, that it was totally unrestricted. 
|| Cross-examination resumed: I have not myself taken the opinion of 
|| counsel upon the goodness of that permission and of the power of the old 
|| company to assign it to the united companies. [Paper put into witness's 
| hands, which he read.] Now that this paper is handed to me, I have some 

notion that an opinion was taken by Mr. Lloyd, and handed over to Mr. 
| Walker, as the solicitor for the Chester Gas Company. 

Mr. Denison rose to object to the production of the document. He said, 

I cannot see how Mr. Walker can be absolved from the usual professional 
| confidence. He gets an opinion for the Chester Gaslight Company, and 
| brings it up here as the town-clerk against his own clients. 

Mr. CALVERT commenced reading the opinion. 

Mr. Apams: Before you read it, let us decide the point. 

Mr. Denison said Mr. Walker engaged, if Mr. Brown became solicitor to 
| , new company, to hand over every document, and he professed to have 
| done so. 
||| Mr. Catvert: Allow me to state, on behalf of Mr. Walker, exactly how 
he got it. 





| The committee consulted together; after which 
| The CHarrMaN said: The committee have a very strong impression with 
| respect to the production of this document, and I put it to you whether 
|; you think it right to raise a further impression which cannot be favour- 
|| able by reading it? 
||. Mr. Catvert: It was sent to this gentleman as deputy town-clerk, and 
| he is here in that capacity. 
| Mr. Denison objected that professional confidence should not be violated 
under the tinsel of office. 
| Mr. Apams inquired who prepared the case upon which the opinion was 
| taken, and on whose behalf it was done. 
| ‘ Mr. CatvertT said Mr. Brown prepared it, as solicitor for the Roodee 
om : 
| Mn Desweost said that made no difference. The Roodee Company were 
| the purchasers, and the old gas company the vendors, but the corporation 
were neither. 
Mr. CALVERT said they could not amalgamate without their consent, and, 
| therefore, this opinion was of the greatest importance to them that they 
~— know how this license was viewed. 
itness: I am prepared, as chairman of the Roodee Company, to say 
| that that opinion was sent to Mr. Walker, with my consent, as the solicitor 
to the old company, and I hold in my hand his bill for £194. 7s. 8d. for 
| professional services to the Chester Gaslight Company. 
Mr. Apams: Is there any bill of Mr. Walker's for drawing the case? 
| Mr. Denison: No; Mr. Brown drew the case for the Roodee Company, 
|| and Mr. Walker received it as solicitor to the old company. He now uses 
| | it on behalf of the corporation. 
| 
| 








Mr. CALvERtT said it was quite evident that Mr. Walker, as town-clerk, 
| could not know what was due to the corporation without he became ac- 
| quainted with all that had transpired. 
| Witness: I believe the corporation had given their consent to the amal- 

gamation long before that opinion was taken. 


After some further conversation, the committee were about to consult 
together, when 
fr. Denison said he had taken an objection to the production of this 
; document as a matter of form. This was the first opportunity of really 
| raising the question as to the — of Mr. Walker; and he (Mr. Denison) 
| wished, before the committee decided, to call their attention to the serious- 
ness of the question involved. As to this particular opinion, he had not 
read it, but he took it for granted it was what his learned friend said. But 
|| he would ask the committee whether they would not be laying down a 
| dangerous principle, if they allowed a solicitor who had got possession of a 
paper for one purpose and one client to come forward to use it on behalf of 
another? It was Mr. Walker's duty to have foreseen this conflict of duties, 
and to have said to himself, “It is quite clear that the corporation and the 








gas company will be at arm’s length, and it is not fitting that I should be 
acting for both parties.” If he did accept both positions, he must be 





prepared to stand by the consequences. The solicitor who took that posi- 
tion was affected with notice of everything; and therefore, as a matter of 
rinciple, he (Mr. Denison) asked the committee that this document which | 
had come into Mr. Walker’s possession in that way should not be used | 
at all. | 

The committee having consulted, 

The CHARMAN said: The committee do not think that that document is 
admissible. 

Mr. CALVERT said, as that was their decision, he must ask the committee 
to strike out all the evidence relating to the clause which Mr. Walker in- 
troduced into the deed, and which was refused. 

Mr. Denson said his learned friend could not get rid of the evidence. 
He might talk until the Day of Judgment, but the fact stood that the clause 
was put in and rejected. i : . 

Mr. Catvert said it was put in because Mr. Walker had the opinion in 
his hands, and knew that the license was worth nothing. 

Mr. Denison: And, because the opinion was not strong enough, he 
consented to have the clause struck out. 

Mr. ApAms: We know the two facts, that the clause was inserted and 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Catvert: And you ought to know why it was withdrawn. 

The Cuarrman: Whatever the motive, we have had the articles of asso- 
ciation put in and read. 

Mr. Catvert: But this document destroys the argument which Mr. 
Hope Scott raised upon that fact. 

Mr. Apams: If we were going to decide upon Mr. Hope Scott’s speech it 
would be necessary, but we have to consider whether the reasons assigned 
are borne out by the evidence. The fact of his saying so does not prove it. 

Mr. Catvert: But he said it was proposed, withdrawn, and acquiesced 
in. I am prepared to show why it was, but am refused the opportunity. 
If you will not hear the opinion upon which he, acting on behalf of the 
corporation, inserted the clause, you ought to strike out all the evidence 
respecting that clause. 

Mr. Apams: If he had had no such opinion and acted on his own 
judgment? 

Mr. Catvert: But when he has a very important opinion from a learned 
counsel, surely you must attach more importance to it than if he acted 
without any. 

Mr. Apams: There will be no objection in your speech to your assigning 
any reason you like for it, and saying that the decision was founded upon 
such an opinion. ; 

Mr. Denison read an extract from the minutes of the committee of the 
Town Council in reference to the deed. In one part it said that the deputy 
town-clerk (Mr. Walker) informed them he had heard that the old com- 
pany were in possession of permission since 1817, and accordingly he had 
introduced a clause into the deed setting that permission aside, but Mr. 
Brown had struck it out. There was not a word said about the opinion 
which had been given. 

Witness: I was present and heard him say it. 

Mr. Deyison: And did you hear him say what is here underlined—* The 
deputy town-clerk said the new company would still possess the power to 
take up the streets, granted in 1817?" 

Witness: Yes, I did; it was in April, 1857. 

The Cuatrman: What is your application, Mr. Calvert? 

Mr. CALverT: That so much of the evidence as states that the clause 
preventing the new company possessing the powers under the old license 
was inserted and refused, and that that refusal was acquiesced in, may be 
expunged. 

he CHArrMAN: Then, that being a fact, it cannot be expunged because 
you are not permitted to give the motive which led to it. 

Cross-examination resumed: The interest of the old company was trans- 
ferred to the new company by a deed dated June 30, 1856. I stated that 
Mr. Highfield endeavoured to raise money upon his interest, but could not, 
because the title was objected to, and many persons doubted the power of 
the corporation to grant the license to him. I stated that on the authority 
of Mr. Highfield’s statements to me at the time. He made application to 
out parties, to pay me off. He made one, I understand, through Mr. 

jalker. 

The CHairMAN: The evidence yesterday laid this foundation—that the 
question which arose between these parties seemed to lower the title which 
was — to be established by Highfield in order to borrow £14,000. 

By Mr. Apams: I do not know of my own knowledge that he was refused. 
I made an application myself to a friend to lend the money, and he told me 
that his solicitor doubted very much the powers of the corporation to grant 
the license. That was Mr. Wilkinson, of Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

By Mr. Catvert: I understood, when the arrangements were made with 
me to take the property of the old company, that this grant of user had been 
made to them; and I attached great value to it. It was represented to me 
that, shortly after this grant was made to the old company, the Commis- 
sioners of Police applied to them to light the public streets. They said they 
should be happy to do so, but the corporation, as in other cases, must find 
the lamp-posts. The corporation said that, as the company had a perpetual 
right of user free, they ought to provide the lamp-posts themselves. They 
did so; and down to 1853, when the corporation entered into the arrange- 
ment with Highfield, they continued the lighting. Then I understood that, 
a considerable period afterwards, they attempted to impose a rent upon 
them; but the old company complained that it was a breach of faith, and 
that, as they had found lamp-posts, &c., they must, supposing the corpora- 
tion had power to enforce the rent, charge more for the public lamps. 


Mr. Catvert: Then it was not a question of fixature of tenure, but of 
raising the price? 

The Cuairman: This is a very complicated question, and a very pleasant 
narrative. It has enlightened us very much. 

Mr. Catvert: It ought to; it is gas. 

Mr. Denison: My learned friend can put on 18 candles to Mr. Hope 
Scott’s 6. ° 

Cross-examination resumed: I know of my own knowledge that from 
1851 to 1856 the old company did not pay a penny dividend. Since I have 
known Chester, I have never heard of any person resisting the rights of the 
— who acted on the authority of the corporation in opening the streets. 

do not know whether that right is founded on charter; I know they have 
many charters. I do not know to whom I gave the statement as to the 
Roodee Company's capital. I produced it before the committee of the 
council. As I did not keep their minutes, I cannot say whether the fact 
was entered. [Extracts from minutesread.] I do not know whether they 
furnish a correct account of what took place at the meeting in February, or 
that it was “ ordered that Mr. Salisbury lay before the committee the heads 
of an agreement whereby the arrangement can be carried out without an Act 
of Parliament.” I certainly stated that the aggregate sum would be more 
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than £30,000. I mentioned what had been laid out, and what the probable ex - 
nditure to the following June would be; and I said that as I had had nothing 
my services or loss of interest, my co-partners had made up their minds 
| that we must have £30,000 for the works, and it was then stated that that 
was perfectly satisfactory. The date of the assignment by Highfield is 
June, 1854. The Roodee Company consisted of myself, Mr. Highfield, my 
brother-in-law, my father-in-law, and two of my brothers. No estimate 
was made as to the value of the works wheu transferred. Mr. Highfield 
‘said he had expended so much upon them, and that £18,000 would recoup 
| him, and we agreed to give him that sum. I cannot tell whether he had 
|| employed any other capital than what I had lent him. When the Roodee 
|| Company was formed, he held £5000 worth of stock in it, and I have a 
|| right to assume that money of his own was spent upon it. The £30,000 
| claimed as the capital afterwards, was made up of this £1800 and moneys 
|expended between that time and June, 1856. I should think about £8000 
| was so expended. The company was registered on the 25th of January, 
| 1854. I was not sole shareholder at that time, and, as a lawyer, you must 
| know that no registration could take place with one shareholder. I did not 
| state in the course of the bankruptcy proceedings that I was, and that the 
| other names were inserted for the purpose of registration in conformity with 
| the Act of Parliament. It stands upon those proceedings that Highfield 
, was a shareholder, and that other parties were put in in respect of my money 
| to make up the requisite number according to law, and I take it for granted 
it is nothing to you or any one else who paid the money. I had advanced 
| large sums to Mr. Highfield, and I saw no probability of getting my money 
back, and therefore I required that the works at Chester should be trans- 
| ferred to a company, and, as I understood that the Act of Parliament re- 
‘quired five shareholders to form a company,I put in the names I have 
| mentioned. 
| By Mr. Apams: The fact is, it was all my own money except £2000 


| belonging to my wife’s trustees, but for that I was responsible. 
I 7 Mr. CatvertT: The profits of the Roodee Company from June, 1854» 
|| to June, 1856, were £1509. 10s. 11d., which was about 5 per cent. for the 


|| time upon the capital of £30,000, or 2 per cent. per annum. I think the 











£1509. On the 30th of June, 1854, the capital was £20,830, and the receipts 
for gas during the previous six months were £1502. 9s. 8d. The cost of 
}manufacture and management, interest on borrowed money, &c., was 
£1290. 4s. 8d., leaving a divisible profit of £212. 5s. In June, 1855, the 
| capital was £23,960. 3s. 10d, of which £7960. 3s. 10d. was borrowed money. 
| For that 12 months the receipts from every source were £4490. 11s. 10d.; 
{ 
| 


{ 
! 
if 
| 
| 





' the expenses, as before, £4206. 10s. id.; leaving the balance for dividend 
£284. 1s. 9d. In June, 1856, the capital had increased in accordance with 
the agreement with the corporation to £30,000, of which £10,000 was money 


expenditure, including interest, £3361. 11s. 8d.; and the divisible profits, 
therefore, £1013. 4s. 2d. In our case the expenditure upon the works did 
not yield a profit for some years. It is the case generally; but I am not a 


ave expended a large sum upon mains laid down at the demand of the 
corporation through districts where at present there are no consumers. 
When they become built over we shall get a profit. We have done so at 
Hough Green, between Chester and Saltney, about a mile and a half from 
the Cross. The pipes were put down there in 1854 or 1855. The notice 


8th of February, 1856, by Mr. Brown. I was present at the time, and also 
answer was that I should submit heads of an agreement to do without an 


corporation in my presence. 
he CHarrMAN: That is simply an announcement of what you were to 
be asked to do, and it was, you say, never put to you? 

Witness: Never; and you will see by reference to the minute of the 
council permitting the amalgamation that the terms were to be carried out 
either by agreement, Act of Parliament, or otherwise. The impression left 
on my mind was, that we were at liberty to apply for an Act. [Witness 
quoted the statements of several members of the Town Council in corrobo- 
ration of his testimony. ] 

Mr. Apams: If the members of the Town Council did make these observa- 
tions, it is extremely difficult to say that they had no knowledge of the 
|| intention. 

Mr. Catvert: But, after the thing was well ventilated, they decided 
against it. (To witness:) Can you point out any individual who, after the 
committee reported against your going to Parliament, spoke in favour of it ? 

Mr. Denison objected to the question. 

The Cuarrman: Who will care what objection is made by the Town 
Council after they had agreed to the basis of amalgamation? It is recognized 
in the documents of 1856 that, in the following year, the company should 
make application to Parliament. This examination is more like a criminal 
one than anything else. Can the Town Council deny that they ever con- 
sented to such an application? 

Mr. Catvert: They — most distinctly that they had any knowledge 
of the subject till the 4th of March, 1857. 

Witness: Iam sorry to have to deny that statement, for in September, 
1856, the articles of association were sent to them officially, and the mayor 
took his seat at the board. 

By Mr. Apams: I think the last meeting he attended was in September, 
1857, when the corporation had written a letter to us saying they could not 
concur in the application. I suppose he thought it better to absent himself. 
The mayor, in 1856, attended regularly; and his successor, who went out 
of office last November, attended pretty often. The subject of applying to 
Parliament was not discussed at our board till August, 1857; the mayor was 
present then, and concurred. 

Mr. Catverr: The chairman of the watch committee, Alderman 
Griffith, told me, when I tendered for the public lights in 1855, that the old 
company had sentinatender. [Witness was eross-examined at some length 
as to the particulars of his tender, and the correspondence which passed in 
connexion with its being made.] 

Mr. ApAms said he did not think it was at all material, or that it would 
influence the committee the weight of a feather in their decision. 


Cross-examination continued: The terms of the contract and those in 
the bill were intended to be the same, and I believe are so. We have 
arranged our district so that it shall be co-extensive with that of the water 
company; and, as the corporation had inserted in their bill a clause em- 
t ane them to purchase those works, we thought it better to do the same. 

y parts of the district at present are agricultural. The corporation have 
sometimes required us to extend our mains for the purpose of supplying 
only one lamp, and at the end of a year they have required us to take up 











| borrowed money included in that £30,000 ranged from £6000 to £10,000. | 
| The interest on that money was deducted before estimating the profits at | 





borrowed on mortgage; the receipts for the year were £4374. 15s. 10d.; the , 


s engineer, and am simply stating facts within my own knowledge. We | 


of our intention to go to Parliament was given to the Town Council on the | 


at other meetings when it was mentioned. I do not remember that the | 


Act of Parliament. No minute of that sort was entered in the books of the | 


| 
| 


| 





that lamp. We shall not extend our mains to those parts of the district 
mentioned in the bill, where there is no trade, except the corporation 
compel us to do so for the sake of public lights. At Saltney the corporation 
have land which they wish to sell, and though they have only built cottages 
upon it, which, as is well known, are no good to a gas company, they have 
compelled us to extend our mains there, though we protested against it. 
They have even, during the last year, called upon us to put our mains where 
there are only public lamps, and it is impossible there can be anything else; | 
and when we reminded them that, by the conditions of our agreement, we| 
were to have reasonable compensation for such extensions, they said they 
never would have voted for the amalgamation had they known we should 
have required it. They charge us 6d. per yard for taking up the 
pavements. 

The CuatrMan: The fact is, your two hands are bound down at this 
moment, and you seek a third hand to remove the impediments out of your 


way. 

By Mr. Catvert: I am acquainted with the value of Holywell cannel 
coal, When we first bought it we paid 13s. a ton, but the proprietors found 
they could not raise it to advantage, and they sold the works. I attended 
the sale, and purchased all that there was; but if it could be brought to 
Chester to-morrow I would not now use it. We can make good gas from it, 
but cannot get the quantity. I do not know that the burners at Chester are 
adapted for burning cannel gas, Our object in having preference shares may 
be illustrated by my own case. Some money of my wife’s trustees is invested | | 
in the company, and the trustees are naturally anxious to have the security || 
properly settled. I cannot transfer ordinary stock to satisfy them, but if we! 

ave preferential stock there will be no difficulty; and it is the same in other! 
casez. I do not know what precedents there are for such a regulation. I do 
not think it will at all impede the bringing of new capital into the concern, 
for we shall have to do that ourselves; and granting that the result would || 
be, in case of our taking unprofitable districts, that the ordinary shares will 
suffer to make up the preference dividends, you (the corporation) will not | 
suffer from it. 

Mr. Catvert: Have the corporation shown any disinclination to come to | 
proper terms with you in reference to this application to Parliament ? 

Witness : Do you seriously put that question > | 

The CuarrMaN said the cross-examination of the witness was sometimes 
on the principle and sometimes on the terms. 

Mr. Apams said there could be no doubt of the fact that the corporation 
had objected. i 

The witness recapitulated at some length the facts stated in his direct | 
examination as to the negotiations with the Town Council on the subject. 

Mr. Catvert proposed to read a letter written by Mr. Brown in the 
course of those negotiations, but the witness objected unless the whole cor- 
respondence was produced. 

he committee decided not to have the letter read. 

Mr. CaLvert proceeded to cross-examine the witness, in order to show 
some discrepancies between the terms of the bill and of the contract in 
reference to the purchase of the Roodee Works, and the quality of the gas, | 
but was interrupted by \ 

The CHAIRMAN, who said the committee were very desirous to secure the | 
interests of the public at Chester, but they did not admit the right of the 
corporation to put their finger on this company. Indeed, they very much 
deubted if the corporation had ever possessed any power in the matter, andif | 
the learned counsel desired to know on what they grounded that opinion, he 
(the chairman) would refer him to their own Improvement Act of 1845. 

Mr. Catvert hoped the committee would not decide without hearing his || 
evidence. 1} 

Cross-examination continued : There is a clause in the contract for clean- | 
ing the lamps. It was not required to be inserted in the bill, as we have a 
generai clause there for saving the rights of the corporation. By the license || 
of 1851 we are required to supply fish-tail burners at 1s. 3d. per week, and | 
batswing at 1s. 4d. In 1857 the council introduced a smaller burner, which || 
was to be charged Is. 2d. per week, and by the schedule to this bill we pro- | 
pose to continue the same prices to the public lamps. By the contract we || 
were to place a test apparatus wherever the corporation desired. They fixed | | 
the spot at the Exchange, and we erected it there. By the bill we propose | | 
to have another fixed at the works, but we shall maintain the one at the | 
Exchange, and shall be liable to penalties if the gasis proved to be of inferior | 
quality. I am not aware that the gas has been better during the last week. | 
On the contrary, I was told yesterday that we had made it worse on — 
to let the people of Chester know how much to their advantage it would be 
to give us a higher price. 

Mr. Denison was about to re-examine the witness, but || 

The CHAIRMAN said: Do you think it is material? If not, we had better | 
hear the additional evidence. 

Mr. Denison said he only intended to ask a question or two, chiefly with | 
respect to the district limited by the bill. | 

Witness replied that the district was identical with that of the water com-| 








pany. 1} 
The committee then consulted; after which . 1] 
The CHarRMAN said: The committee seem to be of opinion that they need 
not call upon you for further evidence on behalf of the promoters of the bill. | | 
Mr. WetsBy thereupon proceeded with the case of the petitioners, and | 
called Mr. George Anderson. J : || 

I am a gas engineer, residing in London. For a considerable period I have | | 
been engaged in the construction of gas-works. It has been part of my busi- || 
ness to make surveys and estimates of the cost of such erections. Amongst 
others I have com Jeted gas-works for the city of Cork. I have made a sur- 
vey of the city of Chester with a view to this inquiry. In my judgment, 
gas-works for lighting that city could be built for from £30,000 to £35,000. 

My attention has been drawn to the 72nd section of this bill, which relates to 

the quality of the gas to be supplied by this company, viz., that “all the gas 

supplied by the company shall be of such quality as to produce from an argand 
burner having 15 holes and a seven-inch chimney, or other approved burner 
and chimney, and consuming 5 cubic feet of gas per hour, a light equal in 
intensity to the light — by 12 sperm candles of six in the pound, 
burning 120 grains per hour.” I also know that the provision in the con- 
tract is for “gas of the best quality, to be ascertained by the most approved 
test.” The “best gas” in Chester and the neighbourhood, | believe, will 
mean gas manufactured wholly or nearly so of cannel coal, inasmuch as it is 

a cannel coal district. If you ask me what it would mean in Scotland, where 

it is all cannel coal, I should say it is equal to 20 or 26 candles, If you ask 

the same question in London, where altogether another coal is used, I should 
say from12toldcandles. Thestandard for London, wherecommon coal is used 

is 12 candles, but it is generally made above that. The difference, therefore, is 
between 18 or 20 can and 12, or in other words, something like 60 percent. 

Looking at the arrangement of the burners of the street-lamps at Chester, and the 

quantities I see they are estimated to burn, I will at once say that they were in- 

tended to burn cannel gas, and for this reason: the burners are estimated to 
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consume two feet per hour, and if the gas were only of the quality of 12 candles 
they would give but a quarter of the ordinary illuminating power. A burner 
burning 12-candle gas at the rate of two feet per hour would only give a light 
equal to two or three candles, which, practically, is nothing ; whereas, with 
20-candle gas, it would give a light equal to eight candles, or nearly four 
times greater. The certain loss to the public by burning gas of the quality 
mentioned in the 72nd clause of this bill would be from £4000 to £5000, and 
for this reason, that the public, if supplied with the low-quality gas, would 
require to burn a much larger quantity. 

y the Cuarrman: The deficiency in illuminating power would require 
them +, burn as much more gas as would be represented by a sum sterling 
of £ 4 

Mr. Denison: It seems to me that this gentleman’s examination is going 
on the question of clauses, 

The CHAIRMAN: It really is, entirely. 

Mr. Catvert: I should have thought it was important, because it isa 
question whether you can depart from the contract or not. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is a question of clauses. You want to unfasten the 
fingers of the parties from the contract; that is the object of the petition. 
I very much doubt your /ocus standi here upon the grounds stated in the 

etition, that these parties have no right to come to Parliament at all. Your 
interests must be protected abundantly, but I very much question whether 
you have a right to ask these people to abandon their bill. 

Mr. Denison: Do not let my friend think that I object to his position. 

The CHarRMAN: My object has been to get the evidence directed to the 
preamble: we shall come to clauses by-and-bye. 

Mr. Apams: The question now is, shall there be a bill, and if so, what bill. 

Mr. Catvert asked permission for the parties whom he represented to 
retire and consult together. 

Sir Brooxg BrinGes thought it would save time if they did so. 

The petitioners and their counsel then retired. On their return 

Mr, Catvert said: The conversation which the committee have given us 
time to hold has enabled me to take this position before them. We came 
here, undoubtedly, quite prepared to contend against the preamble of the 
bill, and for all rhe purposes which Mr. Hope Scott disputed. But I cannot 
help thinking that if we were to contend the legal point with perfect suc- 
cess, from what I see of the feeling of the committee, in all probability that 
would not avail, The corporation appear here not in respect of their rights 
as a corporation, but to obtain advantages for the gas consumers of Chester. 
The committee will have observed, and will give them credit for the fact, 
that they have been in continual correspondence with the company, with the 
view to obtain the fulfilment of their contract, which contract they believe is 
advantageous for the people of Chester, and is a reasonable one. Therefore, 
I think it would be far better for me not to occupy the attention of the com- 
mittee by calling additional evidence. I hope by to-morrow we shall be able 
to settle the bill in a way to meet the views of all parties, as we are ouly 
anxious for the fulfilment of the contract. If the committee, therefore, will 
pass the preamble of the bill to-day, and allow us to come here to-morrow 
to settle clauses in an amicable spirit, I believe we shall obtain what is to 
the interest of the inhabitants of Chester. 

Mr. Apams: Perhaps you will be able to settle them yourselves ? 

Mr. Denison: If it is a question of 12 or 18 candles there is not the 
slightest chance ; and I may as well state that openly. 

Sir Brooke Bripces: Try what a little conversation will do. 

The CHarrMAN: The ee of the bill is passed. 

The committee then adjourned. 

Fourtu Day.—Marcu 26. 

The committee re-assembled this day at 12 o’clock, and, after some delay, 

Mr. Catvert entered the room, and said the time occupied had not been 
in vain, and the only contest between the parties was, whether all the clauses 
could be settled that day. Of course, it was of the utmost importance that 
they should be so worded as not to give rise to litigation hereafter; but, he 
was happpy to say, that all questions of principle were settled. While the 
solicitors were engaged upon the matter, he hoped the committee would allow 
him to make a few observations with reference to a gentleman whose conduct, 
in one particular, had been severely censured. Mr. Walker was town-clerk 
at the time this battle-field was entered, and was known to every one in the 
city of Chester-—— 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee did not think it at all necessary that 
Mr. Calvert should exculpate Mr. Walker. 

Mr. CALVERT was proceeding to offer some explanation, but was stopped by 

Mr. Hope Scorr, who said his learned friend was leading the committee 
into an irrelavent inquiry. He could not help thinking that the question of 
Mr. Walker’s conduct would be much better judged of at Chester, where it 
was most important the question should be settled. 

The CuarrMan: The committee forgot his existence when the preamble of 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. Horr Scorr: At Chester all the facts must be pretty well known, and 
the friends of Mr. Walker and of the company will come to a harmonious 
understanding when this matter is settled. 

Mr. Apams: Upon which we are all agreed. 

M. Catvert: My friend forgets that a report of his speech goes down to 
Chester, and I have had no opportunity of removing any impression, if such 
has been created, in the minds of the committee prejudicial to his character. 
I therefore hope you will not think I have done more than my duty in endea- 
vouring to clear the reputation of a man who holds a responsible position in 
the city of Chester, 

Mr. Apams: Why not send Mr. Walker a copy of the speech you would 
have made, Mr. Calvert? 

The clauses were then proceeded with, and the blank in the quality clause 
was filled up with 15 sperm candles by consent of all parties. 








WATER COMPANIES. 

|| ParntiaMEnTaRy Rervry, showing, during each of the Years 1854, 1855, 
|| and 1856, the Gross Receipts for Water supplied by each of the Public 
Companies incorporated for the Supply of Water in England, and 
showing the Aggregate Amount at and on which each such Company 
|| Was, in each of the same Years, assessed to and liable to pay the Poor- 
|| Rate. (So far as the same have been received at the Home- Office.) 





Crry or Lonpon anp Merropotitan Warer-Worxs CoMPANIEs. 
Grand Junction Water- Works Company. 





1854. 1855, 1856. 
Gross receipts for oxted 
supplied ... ... ...|£47,248 18 §& £52,706 0 7 |£52,590 19 5 
Poor-rate assessments...) 4,577 0 O| 5,266 0 0! 8511 0 0 
November 20, 1857. — 


E. O. Coz, Secretary. 








Chelsea Water- Works. 


1854-55, 1855-56, 1856-57, 
ending ending ending 
Lady-Day, 1855. | Lady-Day, 1856, | Lady-Day, 1857, 
Gross Receipts for water 
supplied by the co. (£39,506 0 0/)£43,938 1 9] £43,071 1 1) 


Aggregate amount as- 
sessed to the poor-rate 





5,985 10 0} 10,835 10 0 
ALLEN GIL1, Secretary. 
East London Water-Works Company. 


5,920 0 0 


Amount of Rates 


Years. Gan Seoey ts for | Assessment. paid. 

1854 £79,963 3 8 | £22,379 0 0 £6,282 17 1 
1855 80,826 9 7 | 26,485 0 0 6,330 17 7 
1856 85,286 11 0 | 27,725 0 0 6,844 11 1 


In the half year ending at Midsummer, 1857, the payment of poor and 
parochial rates amounted to £3724. 4s. 6d., independently of claims for 
such rates still in dispute. J. Ceci, Seeretary. 

October 29, 1857. _— 
Hampstead Water-IWorks, 


1854, 1855. 1856. 
Gross receipts ...| £9,681 11 2 {£10,061 17 4)£10,580 13 3 
Poor-rate assessment...| 1,190 0 0 1,199 0 0 1,290 0 0 





December 28, 1857. 





Tuos, Hakewi11, Secretary. 
vent Water- Wor. 











1854. 1855, 1856. 
Gross receipts ...|£20,285 8 7 |£21,047 13 10 |£21,612 0 10 
Assessed to poor-rate...| 3,502 0 0] 5,570 0 Of 3,570 0 0 


October 28, 1857. Grorce Martin, Chief Clerk and Secretary. 


Lambeth Water- Works. 








1854. 1855. 1856. 
Gross receipts ...|£31,466 6 4 |£38,745 0 8 1£34,645 7 7 
Assessed to poor-rate...| 9,160 0 O| 9,247 0 0 9,613 0 0 


In rendering the above return, the Lambeth Water-Works Company 
desire to state that their gross income is very largely reduced by their 
necessary ordinary expenditure, and that the amount on which they are 
assessed to the poor is, in point of fact, an excessive assessment upon 
their profits of trade; and, besides the poor-rate, the company are heavily 
assessed upon all other rates, such assessments being founded upon the 
poor-rate assessment. W. S,. Purrrs, Secretary. 

January 20, 1858. —_——- 
New River Company. 











Poor-Rate Assess- 
Water Rental. ment on Engine- Poor-rate Poor-Rate. 
Years. | Gross Receipts. Stations, Assessment on Total Assess- 
Plant, &c. Pipes only. ments. 
1854 |£139,585 0 6,£17,825 18 £10,698 14 6'£28,524 13 3 
1855 150,943 14 8] 17,925 3 9 10,758 9 6] 28683 13 3 
1856 156,367 2 2) 24,193 3 9 11,716 9 6) 35,909 13 3 








December, 1857. Frep. 
Southwark and Vauchall Water Company. 
1854, 


—_—_—— Ineus, Clerk. 
1856. 
Gross receipts for water 
supplied ... ...|£39,498 5 9 
Poor-rateassessments...1 8,365 0 0 


£40,744 9 4/£41,914 19 11 

11,221 0 O} 11,237 0 0 
————._ James Rossirenr, Secretary. 
West Middlesex Water- orks. 














1854. 1855, 1856. 
Gross receipts for water 
supplied ... ...  ...,£67,227 10 2 /£70,873 8 8 |£72,165 7 3 
Poor-rateassessments...| 5,609 5 0| 8606 5 O1 9,508 15 0 


The company’s accounts are made up to the 30th of September in each 
respective year. W. H. Wirrry, Secretary. 
November 11, 1857. 





Provincia, Warer-Works Compantzs. 
Accrington Gas and Water-Works Company. 
| 1854. 1855. 1856, 
Gross receipts for water| £1,141 411 | £1,248 6 8 | £1,350 1 9 
Gross assessment to the } 
relief of the poor for} 
both gas and water...' 22 611 22 611 39 
The gas and water-works are assessed jointly to the relief of the poor, 
and it is impossible to give the amount for each separately. The property 
invested in the one is nearly equal to that of the other. 
November 6, 1857. ——_ Tuos, Cuantes, Secretary. 
Ashton-under-Lyne Water- Works. 





Years. | Gross Receipts for Water. Rateable Value. Poor-Rate paid. 
1854 £3,429 1 4 £916 11 0 £68 14 10 
1855 3,449 4 11 916 11 0 68 14 10 
1856 3,505 5 0 916 11 0 68 14 10 


October 19, 1857. _—— Jort Geer, Secretary. 
Baildon Water- Works. 

The Baildon Water- Works, which have been constructed by the Bail- 
don Local Board of Health, have only been completed within the last 
few months, and that up to the present time no water-rents whatever 
have been received in respect thereof. Jo, THompson, 

Bradford, Yorkshire, October 31, 1857. Clerk to the Board. 


Barnsley Water- Works. 

The Local Board of Health only purchased the works in 

Receipts for water, 1855... Akad. hale wend es 

Ditto 1856 ae ee 

Rateable value on which the poor-rate was assessed and 
paid in each year... ... 

November 17, 1857. 


January, 1855, 
£1,189 10 8 
1,501 17 0 


ae a ae ae ee 469 15 10 
W. H. Peacock, Clerk to the Board, 


Bath Water- Works. 
Account of the Gross Rental received by the Corporation of Bath Water- 


9 4, 
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Rates. 
Parishes in Bath. Assessment, Rates Levied for Poor. 
1854, 5. 896. 
Widcombe £302 2s. 6d. | 2s. 10d.} 2s. 8d. 
Batheaston 522 0 10 2 0 2 0 
eee 873 1 6 1 9 2 6 
St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s ... 205 tHu.{|t 2 2 
St. James cioneee. Seer iain 240 389 |4 O 4 0 
St. Michael ... ... .. 240 13/1 4 1 5 
Bathwick ties ne 280 § 2 1 3 
Total ide, Jenn £2,662 
Rental for 1854 ... a £3,532 13 3 
Ditto 1855... oe 3,596 10 6 
i ee. << a 
There are six other small private water companies in Bath, supplying 
about 500 houses. AtrreD MitcHett, Engineer. 


Batley and Heckmondwike Water- Works. 

The townships above named are included in an Act of the session of 
1856, obtained by the Local Boards of Health for Dewsbury, Batley, and 
Heckmondwike, for —— three districts with water. The works 
are only in progress. There have been no receipts, and they are not rated 
to ped - ote ag = Tuomas Dzay, Clerk. 

Birkenhead and Claughton Gas and Water Company. 
Years. Assessment. 
1854 | Gross receipts for water from 


all sources ... -| £4,900 10 9 £940 0 0 
1855 Ditto ditto 6,050 14 9 940 0 0 
1856 Ditto ditto 5,048 18 10 2,236 0 0 
An appeal against the last assessment is still undecided. 
Birmingham Water- Works Company. 
1854. 1855. | 1856. 


Gross receipts for water 
supplied ... ...1£17,393 3 4 |£18,574 15 10 [£19,647 9 38 
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Works in the Years 1854, 1856, and 1856, and Assessment for Poor- | 
| ceipts, and have declined to pay the rates made thereon. 





Aggregate amount at 
which assessed 3,727 15 0 3,727 15 O| 3,773 4 6 


The expenses of this company are very great, having to raise the water 


upwards of 250 feet. Tuomas Starkey, Secretary, 
October 28, 1857. ———_ 
Blackburn Water- Works Company. 
1854. 1855. 1856. 
Poor-rate assessment ...| £1,631 11 8 | £2,252 10 0 | £2,252 10 0 
Gross water receipts ...| 5,309 17 8 | 5,685 18 10 5,583 2 1 


———_ Jas. Tartersatt, Secretary. 
Bolton Corporation Water- Works, 
1854 1855. 1856. 


October 24, 1857. 


854. 
..1£9,552 3 72 











Water-rent... ... . £8,741 11 1; £9,481 17 10 
Assessment, rateable va- 
lue, liabletopoor-rates! 2,425 5 8 2,709 17 8 2,743 8 8 


Joun GREEN, Manager. 
Water- Works. 


October 22, 1857. 
Bradford Corporation 
1854. 








1855. 1856, 
Gross receipts... ...| £8,959 6 5 | £9,322 19 1 |£10,150 0 0 
Amountat and on which 
assessed to and liable 
to pay the poor-rate 2,735 13 8 2,735 13 8 2,735 13 8 





October 28, 1857. —_— Cuas. Gort, Manager. 
Brighton, Hove, and Preston Constant-Service Water- Works Company. 
1855. 1856. 
Gross receipts for water supplied _.../£10,732 17 10 [£12,123 8 6 
Agz:cgate amount at and on which the 
company was assessed and liable to 
pay the poor-rate ... ... ow. 1,832 0 0 1,832 0 0 
N.B.—The Brighton, Hove, and Preston Constant-Service Water- 
Works Company did not commence to supply water till the year 1855. 
Ewen Eversuep, Secretary. 


Bristol Water- Works. 
1854. 1855. 1856. 
Gross receipts ...[£12,161 14 1 /£13,796 18 5 |£14,925 0 5 
Amount on which as- 
sessment to poor-rate 
is made ... 


See 1,877 0 5 
December 1, 1857. 


1,877 0 5| 1,903.10 5 
Cuas. Wo. Bracer, Secretary. 





Bury and Radcliffe Water- Works Company. 
1854 185. 


R 5. 1856. 
Gross receipts A £4,201 12 8 | £4,384 1 8 | £4,544 17 6 
Poor-rate assessment ...! 3,488 13 6 3,491 6 6 4,544 17 6 


——_—— J. G. Cup, Secretary. 
Cambridge Water Company. 

The company was established in 1852, but the first receipt for water 
was in 1856, the gross amount for that year being £547. 5s. 7d. 

From the opening of the company’s works in November, 1855, to the 
passing of the “‘ Cambridge Award Act, 1856,” the company were assessed 
for their mains and pipes at £273. 16s. Subsequent to the passing of that 
Act, the company were assessed at a rateable value for their mains and 
pipes in the 14 several parishes in Cambridge at £1000. 1s. Being dis- 
satisfied with this assessment, the company appealed against the same, and 
the appeal was heard at the January Sessions of this year by the Deputy 
Recorder, who reduced the assessment from £1000. 1s. to 14s., being 1s. 
on each of the 14 parishes. This decision was, however, quashed by the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, upon the ground of interest in the Deputy Re- 
corder, he being a shareholder in the company. The appeal was re-heard 
at the June Sessions by the Recorder, who reduced the assessment to 


October 28, 1857. 





£150. The company contend that this assessment is too high, upon the 





[April 13, 1858, 


ground that at present the yearly outlay of the company exceeds its re- 


The company’s reservoirs, engine-house, pumping-station, &c., having 
an extent of about five acres, are situated out of Cambridge, in the parish 
of Cherryhinton, and are by that parish rated at £100. 

November 23, 1857. Sam. Prep, Secretary. 





Chester Water- Works. 














May 31, 1854. | May 31, 1855. | May 31, 1856, 
Water-rates ..-| £2,482 1 8 | £2,514 1 0} £2,583 8 3 || 
Poor-rates ...  .. 27 1 63 35 4 6 28 5 10 || 
November 5, 1857. E. T. Pover, Secretary. || 


Claycross (near Chesterfield) Water- Works. | | 
The water-works have not been in operation a year until next May, | | 
therefore it is impracticable to make a return for the years 1854, 1855, | 
and 1856. Henry Greatorex, Secretary. || 
October 28, 1857. ———— 
Clitheroe Water- Works Company. | 
The gross receipts for water supplied by the Clitheroe Water-Works | 
Company for the three quarters commencing March and ending December, || 
1856 (previous to which time the works were not completed), amount to 
£267. 10s. 1d., and the company is assessed to the poor-rate, in respect of | 
the reservoir only, at £13. ds. 8. B. Wueeter, Secretary. 
December 17, 1857. ——— 1 
Colchester Water- Works. | 
|| 








Years. Gross Receipts. Poor-Rate. 
1854 Rates ... <a «0 see ae, & £67 
Rents, &c. .. 108 5 0 — | 
1855 ROteS 22. see 775 12 7 67 0 0 || 
Rents, &e. ... 82 10 0 — 
1856 | Rates... ... $08 1 6 67 0 0 | 
! Rents, &e. ... 108 0 0 ~- || 
January 30, 1858, W. H. Brann, Manager. || 


Colne Water- Works Company. 





| 

Year ending] May 1, 1855. | May 1, 1856. | May 1, 1857. | 

Rents received -| £346 9 8 | £377 9 03 | £395 10 10 || 
Poor-rates paid ... 1610 2 1411 6 1317 11 || 
October 26, 1857. Bens. Watson, Clerk, || 


Darlington Gas and Water- Works. || 
The receipts for water for the year 1854 were £1636. 10s. 9d.; for 1855, | 
£1696. 7s. 4d.; and for 1856, £1732. 12s. 1d.; but both the gas and || 
water-works being assessed to the poor in one amount, I cannot give you || 
assessment for water-works alone : together, forthe above years, we were 
assessed at £750 net. Ww. Reryretuir, Secretary. 
October 16, 1857, — 
Darwen Water- Works. 


1854. 1855, | 1856. 
Gross amount received 
for water... ... ...| £736 17 2} | £808 19 83 | £343 12 82 
Grossamount assessed to ' 
the relief of the poor 67 6 8 47110 0 | 47110 0 


The works were only opened in July, 1853, which accounts for the 
difference in the assessment in 1854 as compared with the years 1855 and 





1856. Gro. Gre, Secretary. 

October 24, 1857. —_— 

Deal Water-Works Company. 
1854. 1855. 1856. 

Gross receipts for water} £765 14 3 £820 0 1 | £860 0 6 
Aggregate amount com- 

pany assessed to & lia- 

ble to pay the poor-rate 85 0 0 85 0 0 8 0 0 











—  Georce Mercer, Secretary. 
Derby Water- Works Company. 
Gross Receipts for Water supplied by this Company. 


1 £3,539 17 5 
1855 3,979 5 11 
1856 4,305 2 9 


Amount at which this Company has been Assessed to the Poor-Rate (the 
liability to pay Poor-Rates being denied as to the greater part). 
1854, 1855, and 1856... ... ww. £1,116 13 4 
November 9, 1857. Francis J, Jessop, Secretary. 


Dewsbury, Batley, and Heckmondwike Water- Works. 

The Dewsbury, Batley, and Heckmondwike Water-Works are not yet 
completed, so that there have been no gross receipts for water supplied, 
nor have they yet been rated to the relief of the poor. 

October 17, 1857. ——__ Cuartes Oxtproy, Clerk. 
Dukinfield Water-Works Company. 

1854, 1855, 1856. 
Gross receipts of the 

company for water...| £2,687 17 1 
Amount at which the; 

company wasassessed 

to the poor-rate 956 17 6 | 1,007 12 6 
November 5, 1857. ——— _ Atrrep Harrop, Secretary. 

Falmouth Water- Works Conpany. 


Gross Receipts for Water supplied. 


£2,858 1 0 | £3,030 0 11 





806 17 6 





In the Year 1854 ... £456 2 11 
Ditto 1855 632 2 10 

Ditto 1856 oa 676 7 5% 

Amount at which the Company was assessed to and liable to pay the 
Poor-Rates. 

In the year 1854—Falmouth parish . £15 0 0 
Ditto ditto town... 12 0 0 
Ditto Budock parish ... 30 5 0 
£57 5 0 


In the year 1855—The same... .. £57 5 0 



































April 138, 1858. | 





In the year 1856—Falmouth parish . £15 0 0 
itto ditto town... 23 10 O 

Ditto Budock parish ... 30 5 0 

£68 15 0 


W. J. Lewis, Clerk to the Company. 


Halifax. 
There never was a water company in this borough; the water-works 
are the property of the corporation. 
October 20, 1857. Epa. Minson Wavett, Town-Clerk. 


Hanley Water- Works, 

. 1855. 1856. 
Gross receipts... ...| £9,473 5 4 |£10,168 9 2/£10,797 14 2 
; Assessed to the poor, 
| and rates paid... 

| October 26, 1857. 





2,600 0 0 2,600 0 0 2,705 0 0 
Cuas. Barnes, Secretary. 


Harrogate Water- Works. 











1854. 1855. ] 1856. 
|Gross receipts... ...| £174 12 10 £245 9 9 | £26518 1 
| Amount assessed an 

| paid for poor-rate ... 2 3 112 6 113 


In consequence of no dividend having been paid to the shareholders, | 


| the land occupied by the reservoirs only has been assessed to the poor- 
| rate. Samve. Powe t, jun., Secretary. 
October 29, 1857, 
Holme Reservoirs (West Riding of Yorkshire). 
4 








° 1855. 1856. 
Amount of receipts ...] £1,428 9 3 | £1,625 14 4 {£1,461 0 73 
Aggregate amount to 
which they were as- | 
sessed to and liable “| 
pay to the poor-rate 13 28| 18 2 8 18 2 8 


The above reservoirs are not for supplying water to any town or town- 
ship for domestic purposes, but the water is impounded and used for 
giving motion to the water-wheels of the several mills adjacent to the 
rivers along which the water flows; and the assessments to the poor-rate, 
paid by the directors of the Holme reservoirs, are not in respect to the 
water, but only in respect of the land on which the reservoirs are con- 
structed. The tenants of the mills having the benefit of such water are 
assessed to the poor-rates in the various townships in which the mills are 
respectively situate for the mills and waterfalls they respectively occupy ; 
and the clerk to the directors cannot report any assessment in such town- 
ships in respect of the water, as the directors are in no way concerned as 


to such assessments. Tuos. Ivzson, Clerk. 


November 11, 1857. ——. 
Huddersfield Water- Works, 
Water-Rents. 





Gross receipts for the year 1854 £2,917 6 73 
Ditto Ditto 1855 2,698 10 10° 
Ditto Ditto 1856... ... 2,858 17 64 

Assessed Rateable Value in Poor Rate. 

Township of Huddersfield ... ... ... ... £810 0 0 
Ditto Longwood... a 499 5 0 
Ditto Lockwood... 45 0 0 

£854 5 0 


October 20, 1857. Cuas. Harz, Clerk to the Commissioners, 


Hull Water- Works. 


1854, 1855. 1856, 
Water-rents ..|£10,028 0 0/|£10,334 0 3/£10,768 0 9 
Poor-rates ... 8713 4 119 10 0 135 0 0 





These works are the property of the Hull Corporation, and consequently 
by law are exempt from all poor-rates within the borough. 

What has been paid is on pipes laid out of the borough. 

October 29, 1857. Wu1am Botton, Treasurer. 


Hyde Water- Works. 








1854, 1855. 1856, 
Gross amount received 
for water... ...| $1,654 14 64 | £1,648 2 9 | £1,690 9 9 
Assessed to poor-rate...1 954 10 0 954 10 0 954 10 0 


Tuomas TrvkeEr, Surveyor, &c., 
for Tomas Motuam, Esq., 
Sole Proprietor of the Hyde Water- Works, 





Keighley Water-Works Company. 


Gross receipts, 1854 £554 13 2 
Ditto, 1855 634 6 0 
Ditto, 1856 73115 5 


November 20, 1857. _—— 
Leeds Corporation Water-Worl:s, 
Gross Receipts for Water. 
1854, | 1855. 1856. 1857. 
£14,948 4 3] £15,259 6 11 | £16,035 15 2] £17,015 1 5 
Net Rateable Value Assessed in the Whole to the Poor-Rate, 
1854... | 1855. 1856. 1857. 
£2,437 2 8 | £2,54117 8 | £2,731 911 | £3,068 9 11 
Per-centage of Rating on Receipts. 
1854—16°30...... 1855—16°66......1856—17°03...... 1857—18°05, 
Four years’ receipts ... ’ £63,258 7 9 
Ditto assessments... 0.0 1. wee 10,779 0 2 
Average per-centage... ... ... 17°04 

J. H. Wurrexeap, Secretary and Manager. 


Joun Laycock, 


a Leek Water-Works. 
The commissioners acting under the “‘ Leek Improvement Act, 1855,” 
have but recently purchased the water-works from the Earl of Maccles- 





! 





| 
| 
| 
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7 field, taking possession of the same the 10th May, 1856. The gross rental | 


of works for the year ending March 30, 1857, amounted to £620. 3s. 1d. 
The actual amount received cannot be furnished, as the books are not yet 


closed. The works are assessed to pay poor-rates on £128. 8s. 
October 26, 1857. R. Hammonp, Clerk, 


Liverpool and Chorley Water-Works. 
The supply of water to the above towns is vested by local Acts of Par- 
liament in the corporation of Liverpool, and not in any public company 
incorporated for the supply of water. Linton HueuHes. 


October 20, 1857. ———_ 
Lowestoft Water, Gas, and Market Company. 
1 








54, 1855. 1856. 
Gross receipts £256 0 4 £266 15 11 | £279 9 9 
Assessment to poor-rate 30 0 0 30 0 0 30 0 0 


The only water-works yet in operation are a small water-works in the 
parish of Kirtley, purchased by the company, and supplying a limited 
portion of the district comprised in the company’s Act; the larger works 
erected by the company in Lowestoft, in consequence of some imperfection 
in construction, failed, and have not been in operation, and are not yet 
reconstructed, and consequently these works have not been liable to be 
rated to the poor-rate. Epo. Horton, Secretary. 

November 11, 1857. 





Lynn Water- Works, ‘ 

The Lynn Water-Works are the property of the Town Council, and 
not a leasing company. 
November 3, 1857. 

Manchester Corporation Water- Works. 





Years. Assessment. Poor-Rate. Amount received for Water. 
1854 £8,740 8 9 £1,045 14 2 £62,202 1 1 
1855 8,565 1 8 1,247 1 3 65,119 1 10 
1856 9,795 19 8 1,270 15 5 72,476 0 5 














October 26, 1857. - — Jos. Heron, Town-Clerk. 

The new works, from which the principal quantity of water is obtained, 
are in a very unfinished state; and consequently the present return will 
not represent the correct amount at which they will ultimately be rated. 

October 26, 1857. T. H. G. Berrey, In-door Superintendent. 


Monmouth Water- Works. 


Gross Gross Amount 
Years. Water Rental. Estimated Value. at which Rated to the Poor, 
1854 £264 9 0 £95 0 0 £76 0 0 
1855 204 10 7 95 0 0 76 0 0 
1856 27617 6 95 0 0 76 0 0 


October 16, 1857. Rost. J. Skynver, Secretary. 
Newport and Pillgwenlly. 
854. 1855. 1856, 
Gross receipts for water | £2,327 16 5 | £2,596 13 1] £2,680 7 2 
Poor-rate assessment ... 850 0 0 977 11 0 977 11 0 
November 16, 1857. Henry W. Wesser, Secretary. 


Norwich (City) Water- Works Company. 
1854. 1855. 








1856. 
Receipts .| £5,288 17 10 | £5,373 17 2 |£5,869 15 10 
Poor-rates ... 208 8 9 166 16 53 156 15 44 





N.B.—The poor-rates for 1857 are much higher. 
Artuur Datrymp ez, Secretary. 


Portsmouth and Farlington Water- Works, 


Gross receipts for the year 1854 £4,517 9 2 
Ditto Ditto 1855 oo 4,759 17 11 
Ditto Ditto 1856 ... ... 4,901 9 6 


Aggregate Value on which the company is Assessed to the Poor-Rate— 
£641. 16s., as follows :— 


In Portsmouth parish ... ... pan £60 0 0 
In Portsea . ven’ oom? cule 380 0 0 
In Farlington ,, i or oe ae 177 16 0 
In Wymering _,, 0. aa! et ee 21 0 0 
In Widley 3.0 0 


Landport, Portsea, October 17, 1857. ‘Epwarp Eastwoop, Secretary. 


Ramsgate Water- Works Company, 








1864. 1855. 1856. 
Receipts ... ... ..-| £2,250 14 0 | £2,295 10 6 |£2,307 0 4 
Rating... : | 367 0 0 367 0 0} 440 0 OF 
* Works enlarged. 
Reading Water- Works Company. 
Gross Receipts Gross Amount on | Amount of Rateable Value at 
Years. ‘or which Assessed to whic 
Water Supplied. the Poor-Rate. Assessed to the Poor-Rate. 
1854 £2,401 18 9 £1,094 0 0 £942 13 4 
1855 2,705 3 6 1,094 0 0 942 13 4 
1856 2,791 10 10 1,094 0 0 942 13 4 


October 21, 1857. ——. J. J. Buanpy, Clerk. 
Redcar Water- Works. 

The water-works at this place have only been in operation since Ma 
last; consequently no receipts for water supplied have yet been x dee | 
The water-works being the property of the Local Board of Health, no rates 
are as yet, nor likely to be, levied against them. 

October 26, 1857. Daviw Goopacre, Surveyor. 


Rossendale Water-Works Company. 

The Rossendale Water-Works Company only commenced collecting 
water-rents in June, 1856. The water-rate to the end of the year 
amounted to £28. 11s, 8d. 

The company was not assessed to pay the poor-rate. 

Bacup, October 22, 1857. James AKED, Secretary. 

St. Helen's Water- Works Company. 

The St. Helen’s Water- Works passed out of the hands of the St. Helen’s 

Water-Works Company to the St. Helen’s Improvement Commissioners 
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some six or seven years ago, and have ever since been carried on by the 
commissioners under their local Act. 

Oct, 16, 1857. ent Epwarp JoHNson. 
Sheffield Water- Works Company. 
1854. 1855 


' 1856, 
£15,561 $ 10/£16,062 9 2 


Gross receipts for water £16,873 4 9 
Amount on which the 
company was assessed 
to and paid the poor- 


ee 
October 28, 1857. 





9 





4,702 18 5,333 5 0 5,333 5 0 
G. 8. GreEenine, Secretary. 


Shrewsbury Water- Works. 











1854. 1855. 1856. 
Gross rental received...| £1,376 9 65 | £1,401 7 6] £1,405 0 3 
Aggregate amount ony 
which the company) 
was assessed to the} 
poor-rate... . | 236 5 0 236 5 0 236 5 0 





eeiaeeat 
November 16, 1857. — Henry Bavon, Secretary. 
Skipton Water- Works Company. 

Gross Receipts for Water supplied. 

For the year 1854 ... sae wee omen be aie 


dee 


... £359 12 6 














Ditto 1855 ... 353 10 10 
Ditto 1856 ... ae ee 356 8 3 
Amount at and on which the Company was assessed to and liable to pay 
the Poor-Rate. 
For the year 1854— 
One rate on £28, at 1s. in the £. ... £1 8 0 
Ditto ditto : &: @ 
— £216 0 
For the year 1855— 
One rate on £28, at 1s. in the £.... .£1 8 0 
Ditto Is, 3d. in the £, 115 0 
; —- £3 Ss 0 
For the year 1856— 
One rate on £28, at 1s. 3d. inthe £. ... ... £115 0 
Ditto £29. 15s, 8d., at ls.inthe £....£1 9 94 : 
—_-—— £3 4 93 





| October 21, 1857. Francis Scowsy, Clerk. 
| South Staffordshire, Water- Works Company. 

The company was incorporated by an Act passed in 1853, and as the 
company’s works are in progress of construction, no water has hitherto 
been supplied, and therefore no revenue has been received, 

October 17, 1857. JostaH CHURCHILL, Secretary. 


Stockton, Middlesborough, and Yarm Water Company. 








| 
1] 


1854, 1856. | 1856. 
Receipts for water 32,330 0 0 | £3,743 0 0 | £4,841 0 O 
Rateable value ... 319 0 0 822 0 0 827 .0 0 


December 7, 1857. a R. F. Lawier, Secretary. 
Stourbridge Water- Works. 
The above-named water-works company commenced to supply the in- 
habitants with water since the commencement of the year 1847. 
December 16, 1857. ALEXANDER Day, Secretary. 





Tormoham Water- Works. 
The water-works in this district do not belong to a company, they are 
under the control of the Local Board of Health, who are (under a special 
Act obtained in the last Session of Parliament) carrying out a scheme of 











water supply. They are not yet completed, and no receipts have yet | 
Gro, Heanrper, Clerk. 


|aken place. 

| October 28, 1857. panties 

| Tunbridge Wells Water Company. 
| 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 








There is no water company in Teignmouth. The water supply is under | 
the control of the commissioners for the improvement of the town of | 
| Teignmouth; and the water rental (at 9d. in the pound on the assessment 
'to the improvement rate, which is imposed by the Town Improvement 
| Act) goes in aid of that rate, and is applied for the benefit of the town. 
| Under these circumstances, the improvement commissioners (who have | 
| no beneficial interest) are not assessed to the poor-rate. 


1854. 1854. 1856. | 
|Receipts ... «. £596 4 73 | £58416 3 | £595 6 5 | 
| Rated to the poor 112 0 0 112 0 0 Zw 8 0 | 
| November 23, 1857. —— W. H. Detves, Secretary. | 
| Teignmouth. | 





| The gross receipts for water rental were as follows :-— 

|| From June 30, 1853, to June 30, 1854... ... £464 9 5 
1] 5 June 30, 1854, to June 30, 1845... 448 18 9 
| » June 30, 1855, to June 30, 1856... 433 5 9 
1} » June 30, 1856, to June 30, 1857 ..- 445 12 2 


October 30, 1857. W. R. Hatt JoRDAN, Clerk. 


| Wakefield Water- Works. 





| Amount of Water-Rent Amount of Assess- Amount of Rates 
Years. | received in each Year. | ment in each Year. | paid in each Year. 
1854 | £2,408 10 8 i 
1855 | 2,604 10 9 | £1,222 0 0 £160 8 §& | 
1856 | 2762 3 9 |J | 


Ocevober 19, 1887. Jo. Syxes, Manager. 
Weston-super-Mare Water- Works Company. 
Gross Receipts for Aggregate Amount of 





= Water see the Company. Assessment to the Poor-Rate. | 
ae £ 79 ll 8 ( No assessment made. 
1856 305 17 10 | { Not liable. 


———  Tuos. Peacock, Secretary. 
Whitby. 
The Act of Parliament under which the Whitby Water- Works were in- 
corporated was never carried into execution. 
October 16, 1857. James WALKER, late Secretary. 





Warrington Water- Works Company. 

















Gross Amount |Gross Amount] Rate in the £ Gross 
7) Assessed to paid on Amount 
Receipts and Liable to} Assessment paid 
for pay for for 
Water Supplied.! Poor-Rate. Poor-Rate. Poor- Rate. 
1604... ... sctSe « 63 £3847 0 0/ 2s. Si¢$d. |£46 18 4 | 
Me esa! em 1,799 0 113) 347 0 0/3 4539 58 S$ 4/1] 
1856 ... ... ...{ 2,813 9 103) 347 0 0/2 = 35, 42 3 6 1] 
Gross amount for 
three years ...|£5,731 15 43/£347 0 0/8 6y$; |147 10 2 
Average of three {| 
years -1£1,910 11 931£347 0 012s. 10g8sd. 1£49 3 43) } 














October 23, 1857. James Riuey, Secretary, 
Wigan Water- Works. 


Amount of receipts for water supplied from the 7th of 


April, 1855, to the 30th of September, 1855... ... ... £604 3 6 
Amount of receipts for water supplied, for the year ending 

the 30th of September, 1856 .:. ... ... ... « oo 1,389 6 2 
Amount of receipts for water supplied, for the year ending || 

the 30th of September, 1857 ..._.. 1,434 4 11 


The water-works have been and are still assessed to 
at £1000. 1) 
The water-works became the property of the Local Board of Health | 
the 7th of April, 1855. Ricuarp Taytor, Treasurer, | 
October 17, 1857. ———- 
Wolverhampton Old Water-Works Company. 


the poor-rate | | 


1854. 1855. 1856. 
Receipts ... ... ...| £3,475 7 8 | £3,910 5 10 | £3,450 6 10 
Rated to the poor | 753 0 0 753 0 0 753 0 0 








The rates paid by this company amount to 5 per cent. on the whole 
receipts. C. Tomiinson, Secretary. 
October 29, 1857. 


Legal intelligence. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. 
Tvespay, Marcu 30. 
(Before Vice-Chancellor KixpERSLEY.) 
SUTTON v. THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF NORWICH. 

This motion, which was opened on the 24th inst., stood over from that day 
that the surveyor’s report might be produced, and now came on upon that 
document. The motion is for an injunction to restrain the Local Board of | | 
Health of the city of Norwich from making a certain sewer and reservoir on | | 
the north side of that city, on the ground that it was w/tra vires the Public! | 
Health Act, 11th and 12th of Victoria, cap. 63, sections 43, 45, and 46. I 

Mr. GuassE and Mr. Brrp appeared in support of the motion; Mr. Barzy || 
and Mr. THrinG appeared for the defendants. i] 

Mr. GLasse was heard in reply. 

The VicE-CHANCELLOR said that there was no doubt about the principle | | 
applicable to these cases; the only question was its application; and, more- | | 
over, here was the additional difficulty of construing an Act of Parliament. | | 
His honour then referred to the facts, and observed that, whether the land | 
in question was capable of being built upon or not, or used for any purpose, | 
signified nothing if the plaintiff had a right to say that the local board should | 
not stir one step beyond the limits of their Act of Parliament; neither did | 





| the plaintifi’s motives involve any question, but the Act of Parliament must | 


be taken to prescribe exactly what powers the local board had. His honour || 
then considered the various sections of the Act in question, and said that a | 
drain clearly meant a passage for sewerage from a single house; whereas the | | 
word ‘*‘sewer’’ came from the word “‘sew”’—that is, to drain; and that| | 
applied not only to towns but to works on the largest scale, such as draining } 
the Lincolnshire fens by means of canals, &c., the common meaning being by | | 
means of drains generally underground, but not always so, to make a passage | 

for fluid feculent matter from a house or houses to some other locality; but} | 
that did not comprise a cesspool for the purpose of retaining the sewerage, | | 
whether for simple deposit or to be converted into manure or other useful | 


| purpose; such was the interpretation his honour put upon this Act. The 


43rd section vested all existing and future sewers in the local board, and the | 


| 44th gave them powers to purchase the rights and privileges of other persons 
making sewers, &c. Then came the 45th, which was material; and this em- 


powered the local board to repair and carry sewers under turnpike-roads and 
all public ways, and “into, through, or under any lands whatsoever,” &c. ; | 
and for the purpose of making sewers, to give notice, and after such notice, | ; 
without leave of the party, to carry the sewer through his land. The 145th 
section aiforded compensation to all persons sustaining damage, &c. So far, 
no doubt, for the purpose of making a drain, the local board had a right, on | | 
a sufficient report and notice, to go through the plaintiff’s land; and there | 
was no doubt that the report and notice were sufficient. Then came the 46th 
section, which gave the local board power to make reservoirs, sluices, &c. ; 
and the question was, whether that section enabled them to come iz invitos | | 
upon the land of individuals without their concurrence, and without any | | 
notice. It was impossible that under'this Act they could do that. That 
section only applied to the right to purchase, and not to take iz invitos; and | | 
it would be unfair to construe it otherwise. The original plan—a very wise | | 
one—was to collect (not deodorize), for the river was navigable; but the 
uestion was whether the local board could intercept and retain the sewerage. | | 
That certainly was not within the scope of the Act; the injunction, therefore, | | 
must be granted to restrain the making on the lands in the settlement and | 
will mentioned a tank or reservoir, or any work whereby the sewerage was to | 
be collected and retained in any part of the land. 1 
| 
| 





GLOUCESTERSHIRE ASSIZES. 
BristToL, THuRSDAY, APRIL 8. 
(Before Mr. Justice CRowDER.) 
THE CHEPSTOW LITIGATION.—DAVIES V. THOMAS, 

Mr. Montacu Suiru, Q.C., was for the plaintiff; and Mr. Burr, Q.C., 
and Mr. KarsLakg, for the defence; and the case arose out of occurrences 
which for nearly two years kept the town of Chepstow in a ferment. i 

The plaintitf, Mr. Joseph Davies, is a wine merchant, carrying on business 
at Chepstow, and the defendant, Mr. Walter Price Thomas, a gentleman re- 
siding in the same town; and the action was brought to recover one-fourth 
part of some attorney’s bills, amounting to £125 odd, which the plaintiff had 
paid as an inspector of the watching and lighting of the town, under an Act 
of Parliament, and for which he alleged that his three co-inspectors, Messrs. 
Thomas, Jones, and Guest, were equally liable. The defendants pleaded as 
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' to £111 that the plaintiff had given them an indemnity ; and as to £24. 85. 
4d., they alleged that they were not liable. It appeared that from 1835 up 
} to 1856 the town of Chepstow had been watched and lighted under the 
provisions of the 3rd and 4th Wm. IV., cap. 90, under which Act the plain- 
tiff and defendant, and two gentlemen named Guest and Jones, were in 1856 
inspectors. Down to the commencement of the last-named year the lighting 
had been provided by a gas company with which the inspectors had a contract, 
but in 1856 a new company, called “the Chepstow Consumers’ Gas Com- 
pany,” was formed. It was a limited company, without any Act of Parlia- 
ment, and had no legal powers to break up the streets. So soon as the com- 
any was formed, it proceeded to open the streets and lay the pipes; and 
r. Davies, considering that they were acting illegally, called a meeting of 
the inspectors, with a view to taking some steps to prevent their proceeding. 
It happened that the powers of the inspectors were, in some degree, counter- 
balanced by the powers possessed by the waywardens, and popular feeling in 
the town running in favour of the new company, that company succeeded in 
procuring the election of some of their friends as way wardens, and those way- 
wardens, of course, opposed the proceedings of the inspectors. The new com- 
pany having broken up the streets, the inspectors held a meeting, with a 
view to put in force the powers of the Act of Parliament under which the 
watching and lighting was conducted; and, having an existing contract with 
the old company, they thought it their duty to maintain that company. 
Several mectings of the inspectors were held at which resolutions were passed, 
the defendant concurring in and signing them, for taking provvedings against 
the company for penalties. One of those resolutions authorizeu slr. Davies, 
as chairman, to take legal advice, and he consulted Mr. Dlakey, a solicitor 
-ameseorg | at Newport, and proceedings were taken before the magistrates 
against the new company for the mode of laying down their pipes. The gas 
company and waywardens then took another course, and «termined that the 
best way to get rid of the proceedings of the inspectors would be by getting 
rid of hen altogether. Pnder the Watching and Lighting Act, power was 
given to the inhabitants to abandon the Act and put a stop to the inspectors ; 
and a meeting of the inhabitants in vestry was accordingly called, at which 
the authority of the inspectors was put an end to. That meeting was held 
| and resolution adopted during the time that proceedings were being taken for 
bringing the new company before the magistrates, and « ‘cr the summonses 
had been issued for that purpose, Mr. Davies protested ag ast the proceedings 
of the meeting as not being legally constituted, and demanded a poll; but the 
magistrates held that, the power of the inspectors having been put an end to 
+ the ary they had no jurisdiction, and they dismissed the summons. 
pon t 








at Mr. ~~ 4 was again consulted, and the opinion cf a learned 
0) 


}counsel was taken, who advised that an appeal from the decision of the 
magistrates to the quarter sessions would lie, as the magistrates hd jurisdic- 
tion, and ought to have heard the case. An appeal was made and argued, 
| but it resulted in the same way. Of course in those proceedings legal costs 


| 
| 


were incurred, and Mr. Blakey’s bill amounted to £111. There was then 
another matter which involved legal expenditure. The overseers of the town 
had in their hands a sum of £85, which the inspectors considered themselves 
entitled to, and which they wanted for the payment of certain claims. Elated 
by the magistrates’ decision against the inspectors, the overseers declined to 
pay, onl he inspectors were compelled to go to the Court of Queen’s Bench 
for a mandamus. A rule wisi was granted, upon which the overseers gave 
way, and paid over the money to the inspectors, and an agreement was come 
to. The costs of the proceedings respecting the overseers was £24 odd; and 
Mr. Davies having had an action brought against him by Mr. Blakey, he paid 
both amounts, and now considered his co-inspectors liable to him for their 
shares. 

In support of the plaintiff's case, the books of the inspectors, containing 
the resolutions and orders, were put in, and the plaintiff and Mr. Blakey 
were called to prove the various transactions. The plaintiff denied 7 
given any indemnity to the defendant or the other inspectors, but admi 
having expressed a decided opinion that the penalties against the gas company 
would be recovered, and that the inspectors would have nothing to pay. 

Mr. Butr addressed the jury for the defence, stating that he should be en- 
abled to show that the plaintiff, Mr. Davies, who held more than three-fourths 
of the shares in the water company at Chepstow, and who was also attach 
to the old gas company, had promoted the proceedings himself; and that, in | 
order to induce his colleagues to give him the requisite authority, he told 
them that he would hold them harmless, and guarantee them from loss. 

The defendant, Thomas, and the other inspectors, Guest and Jones, wer 
called, and swore distinctly that the plaintiff undertook that the proceedings 
should not cost them a farthing, and that it was owing to that promise that 
they were induced to adopt the resolution authorizing Mr. Davies to take legal 
advice. Mrs. Thomas, the wife of the defendant, was also called, and —— 
that, after a demand for the attorney’s bill had been made on her husband, 
she waited on the plaintiff, and reminded him of his having undertaken that 
it should not cost her husband anything. He replied that he had so under- 
taken, but said, ‘‘ They have abandoned me and tied my hands, and now they 
must pay their share.” 

Mr. Burr and Mr. Smrru having severally addressed the jury, 
| Mr. Justice CRowDER summed u>. With reference to the £111, the jury 
| would have to determine whether te indemnity had or had not been given 
| as alleged. To the second bill, for £24, the question of indemnity would not 
| refer, and the jury would only have to consider whether the proceedings 
| against the overseers were in the fair and ordinary course of the inspectors’ 
| duties. If they considered that they were so, the defendant would be liable 
| for one-fourth. 
| 





The jury found a verdict for the defendant on the first count as to the in- 
demnity, and on the count as the £24 for the plaintiff. Damages, £6. 








The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Wednesday, the 
7th inst., at the London Tavern—T. B. Srupson, Esq., in the chair. 

























Stscellaneous News. 


SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 





| The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, accounts. 
| The Secretary (Mr. Livesey) read the annual report of the directors, In conclusion, the directors have to announce that, in accordance with the Act of 
which was as follows :— eepeaaen, sui Dew, Esq., director, retires from office at this period, but, 
The directors, in presenting to the meeting the usual half-yearly report of their | being eligible, offers himself for re-election; and that, in « q of the | t 
| proceedings, have much pleasure in drawing the attention of the proprietors to the — of — M. Christy, Esq., one of your auditors, it will be necessary to fill up that 
steady and satisfactory increase in the business of the company, the rental for gas | © iy my ve in the circular —— to the proprietors on the 16th ult., and im 
| for the last year being above that of the year preceding; and, although the amount offe fed - If fe notice has been received from Mr. George Coxhead of his intention to 
| received for coke and other products is considerably below that received in former | et himself for the vacancy. . .’ ‘ 
years, it is gratifying to be able to report that the last year’s revenue from this source Rn Ney ay targ : Gentlemen, in moving the adoption of the report, I feel 
is a trifle above that for the year 1856. that there is but very little for me to say on this occasion. When a conce 
From er statement of the ~_y for ws half porae the 3ist of December last, | is going on well well conuthieg is prospering, as in our case, no apology nor 
it will be found that the rental for gas and receipts for products, Xc., amount to Res Ek etal ae ~ - » it . 
£30,712. 6s., and the expenditure for the same period to £23,453, 5s. 8d., leaving a explanation - required, Inde: dy typ have very little to say beyond assurin 
mat : : seca: you that we are in a sound working condition. I trust that the business wil 
| balance of £7,274. Us. 4d. to be appropriated at this meeting s 1 7 
The weekly report of the chemical referee respecting the quality and purity of the | Progress during the next year as it has done during the last two or three 
| company’s gas continues to be most satisfactory, the average quai.ty for the last year | years; and, having said that, and requesting any gentleman to make such 
being considerably above the parliamentary standard; and, as regards purity, the | observations upon the report as he may feel necessary, I shall move that the 
Sade aon ea brant sulphuretted hydrogen or ammonia” has been | report be adopted. Of course, there are always little matters occurring which 
| The directors have pleasure in reporting that the plant generally is in good work- a. your directors attention, but they are met in our case as they arise, 
ing condition, and that the anticipated outlay of the current rthe extension | 90 eave me nothing to say upon them. E ‘ 
of the works and improvements of the mains will not be larger than what can be Mr. Ropes seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 
readily met by the available resources they have at their comma The Secretary then read the accounts, as follows :— 
Dr. WORKING tre ESTABLISHMENT, ror tHe Harr Year ENDED Dec. 31, 1857. Cr. 
To amount expended for wages , . . . « «© +» + « « + » £3,781 4 6) By gas rental— 
Do.forsalaries . . .. . , —— 779 15 6 Cray fC tt eile tol ke sl RS RS 
Do. for lamps and lamplighters - 1,142 07 ee Ge 5 cw stl we eS 15,533 2 5 
Rent and taxes Si a ae oe ae a 482 3 3 —— £24,436 14 4 
Directors and auditors’ allowances . 2. 1. . 6 1 ew te ee 389 5 0 Sundry products. . . an. a Se om ee 5.886 3 ll 
Parifyingmeterial . 2. 5 ws ts te te te te te et 350 12 1 Meter-rent and interest > 0° wo Sar Pare : "389 7 9 
Steam-engine and engineers’ work . . . oe ee ee ee 318 14 3 
a. + e+e + se we 8 ‘we 528 10 8 
SE ee er me ee ee 
2s 8 6s 2 oe Se 6 ee Ce re 
Retort account, for wear and tear of retorts . . . . . . 465 $8 9 
Main-pipe do., for pipes laid . soe 6 © eo ee ow ew (1,802 6 8 |} 
Service-pipe do., fur service-pipes laid . . . 2. 1. 1. we. 393 8 1 
Meter do., for meters supplied toconmsumers . . . . . . 798 3 5 
General stores do., forstoresused . . . . 1 1 6 ew 276 8 2 
ad @utts and allowemess. . . 2. 1. 1 © © © © @ & 178 9 5 
Workmen’s superannuation and sick-fund. . 2... 1. 70 0 0 
ee arr eae a a ae ee ee ee ee ee ee 
{ £30,712 6 0 | £30,712 6 0 
Dr. BALANCES to Dec. 31, 1857. Or 
To tenes ee ee a, Ree: an eel —_——_ : : By nae yy | a er ae a a a seb fame 08 
Wear and tear account. . .*. . 2. 6 + 1 © © wo "313 6 0 Do. at bankers i 4 ; i A 8 - is ‘ Z 4,204 1 8 
Unclaimed dividends . . ....... oe we 145 16 1 —————e 6 O7R 15 O 
SEE. go we it we ee ww es eS Amount dueforgas. . . . .... . . £16879 210 ° 
Paymentsinadvanceforgas. . . . . . 1. 2. «6 ww e 26410 5 OS ee eee "645 14-7 
Working the establishment—balance of profits . . . . . . 7,274 0 4 Do.forsundries. . . . ; 43 5 1 
: ———_ 17,58 2 6 
GStockofcetls. . . 1. 1. 2s se so eo « « SOM @ 
De. + + « «+3 » 6 © # «is 183 
a ee ee ee 1,300 15 7 
POTD: = w= 6 6 4 4 & 8 ee 676 8 2 
Do. service-pipes . . . 2 1. 1 2 2 26615 3 
Do. meters and fittings, . . . . . . 1,025 15 10 
Pee ee eee 840 611 
7,820 17 4 
£131,721 15 1 £131,721 15 1, 


The directors beg to recommend the meeting to appropriate the balance in hand 
by payment of a dividend of 3 per cent., and a bonus of 8s, per share, and by carrying 
the difference, in equal portions, to the credit of the reserve and wear and tear 
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The CuairMAN moved, and Mr. RHODEs seconded, the adoption of the ac- 
counts, which was agreed to. 

The CuairMAN moved—“ That a dividend of 3 per cent. for the half year, 
with a bonus of 8s, per share, clear of property-tax, be now declared, and the 
ee made payable at the company’s bankers, on and after Friday, the 16th 
ins Le 


Mr. Ruopes, in seconding the motion, inquired how the districting ar- | 
rangements were found to work ? 

The CuarrMAN: We are not aware that any fault has been found with 
our company in reference to the working of the districting arrangements. I 
cannot say that every customer is satisfied: in all businesses there will be 
some who are not; but I feel that no company have a body of customers so 
well satisfied upon the whole as we have. There are, of course, individual | 
complaints at times, but we attend to them all directly. 

r. Ruopes: There are complaints made in some districts, that before a , 
customer can have the gas laid on for three or four lights, the companies 
make him pay money down, which they require should remain on deposit for | 
three years, notwithstanding that he pays his quarterly accounts for lighting. 


The Cuarrman : I beg to say that in this company we have no arrange- 
ment of that kind. Every company find at times serious losses, arising from 
a number of small consumers, who burn only one or two lights, requiring 
gas to be laid on for a short period, and at the end of six months or so they 
are gone and the outlay and rental is lost. Only in such cases do we require | 
an advance, and the amount so deposited is always deducted from the first | 
payment due for supplied. 

r. RoopEs: What is the leakage now ? 

The Secretary: About 17 per cent. 

Mr. Ruopes: Cannot it be brought down lower than that, seeing the dis- 
tricting has been carried out ? 

The Secretary : It is very difficult to arrive at a decision upon the point. 
Perhaps no two companies agree about it. It is very much a question of 
what the public lamps consume. I do not think we shall reduce much 
below what it is at present. It has been brought down from 30 per cent. 
Every attention is being paid to the subject, but we have some mains which 
have been down thirty years. These we are continually examining, and 
removing when necessary. 

In answer to further inquiries, 

The CHAIRMAN said: We have no contracts for private lighting; our 
customers are all supplied by meter. We use nothing but clay retorts; we 
have not had any iron ones for years, 

Mr. Drew, the retiring director, was unanimously re-elected, and briefly 
acknowledged his obligations to the proprietors. 

On the motion of Mr. Ruopes, it was resolyed—‘‘ That Mr. George Cox- 
head be elected an auditor of this company.” 

Mr. CoxHEaD returned thanks. 

The CuarrMAN: Allow me to make one remark upon the duties and 
remuneration of our auditors. Our accounts now take a great deal of time 
to examine, and they are most thoroughly attended to by the auditors. But 
I think they get very inadequately remunerated for their services, as they 
only receive £5. 5s., which was the sum they were paid when we began our 
I think it would not be too much to give them £10, 10s. 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| all your affairs are well 


| most heartily for myself and colleagues for the compliment you have paid us, 


of the directors, for their attention to the interests of the company, was very 
cordially agreed to. 

The CuarrMaN, in acknowledgment, said: It is very gratifying to us to 
receive your thanks. To the best of our ability we attend to the business of 
the company, and we poo you upon its prosperity. We believe that 

ooked after ; that your works are in a most sound 
condition; and that, as a company, we stand second tonone. I thank you | 





SURREY CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly —— General Meeting of the Shareholders was held 
at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark, on Tuesday the 6th inst.—Mr. Pocock 
in the chair. 

The notice convening the meeting having been read, and the seal of the 
company affixed to the register of proprietors, 

The CHAIRMAN called upon the secretary to read the directors’ report. 

Dr. LippELL said, before that was done, he wished to state that there was | 
a little omission in the form of notice convening the meeting. It was cus- 
tomary in all associations of this character, if it was not necessary by law, to 
insert in the circular calling the shareholders together any notice of motion 
which might have been received by the board. It was a very wholesome 
regulation, and he regretted, he himself having given such a notice for the 
present occasion, that it had not been observed. 

The CHarrMAN said there was no law on the subject, and any shareholder 
who wished to submit a motion would be perfectly in order in doing so. It 
occurred to him that it would be an inconvenient course to print all the notices 





of motion which might be sent. Nevertheless, it was a matter for the share- 
holders to decide. Since he had occupied the chair he had always been happy 
to afford the most ample latitude to every shareholder to bring forward any | 
motion they wished, and he would be very sorry to see them circumscribed | 
in any way whatever. 


The Secretary (Mr. Boddy) then read the following report and statements || 


of accounts :— 


Gentlemen,—Your directors refer you with much satisfaction to the accompanying | 
accounts, which show the steady increase in the revenue of the company, and fully | 
bear out the expectations they had formed of its substantial improvement. 

The gross income for the half year is £7412. 5s., and, after deducting therefrom 
the interest on the bond debt and the expenses of management, leaves a net balance | 
of £5342. 18s. 2d. at your disposal. Your directors therefore recommend for your 
adoption a division of the amount in the pa aeeey | and after the rate of 8 per cent. 
per annum, free of income-tax, which will leave a further sum of £403. 4s. 4d. to be 
carried to the account of undivided profits, being an increase of the sum carried over 
in the last half year. 

The shareholders cannot fail to observe the comparative small amount expended in | 
the extension of the works during the past half year, and, while your directors are 
gratified in stating that the rental continues to increase in a degree commensurate 
with the outlay, an abundant supply of gas throughout the district is secured, at the 
same time its purity and illuminating power is maintained, 

Since the last meeting, your directors have entered into a new contract with the 
vestry of Rotherhithe for lighting the public lamps of that parish for a term of years, | 
a measure which will produce a considerable addition to the amount of rental. | 

The directors who retire from office at this meeting are Mr. George Virtue and | 





| 
| 


} 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


operations. c 4 os < 3 we ‘ 2 Av ; 
A motion in accordance with the chairman’s suggestion was unanimously yo ae White, both of whom being eligible severally offer themselves for re- || 
adopted. : The auditor who retires from office is Mr. William Bagshaw, and, being also | 
A vote of thanks to Alderman Farncombe, the governor, and to the rest eligible for re-election, offers himself accordingly. : , P per | 
Dr. PROFIT anv LOSS ACCOUNT, rrom Juty 1 ro DecemBer 31, 1857. Cr. | 
To direction andaudit . . ». « «+ + + £41515 0 By amount received of Mr. Croll for rental . ror ae « « « £4,775 0 0, 
Salaries — a ° 166 4 9 Interest on capital expended upon works extensions - 2,631 6 0 
ee. 6. * oe host 2 4 ee eee Se ee SRR eS Transfer fees , A ae i ae ee ana lee a 519 0 
Repair of meters. . . . + © © © + © © © © © © «© 6017 0 | 
Rentandtaxes . . . - © «© © «© «© + 81 3 7 | 
Stationery, printing, stamps, and advertisements, . 28:18 5 | 
Charges a ee ee Ge oe ae ee . 4017 3 
Law . a — * * 1015 8 | 
Paving . oe ae : * 167 511 | 
Balance kis a SO . 5,342 18 2 | 
£7,412 5 0 | £7,412 5 0| 














Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, Decemser 31, 1857. Cr. 
To capital account, old shares . £69,877 10 0 By amount expended on works to the 30th of Junelast, £142,592 2 5 | 
Amount unpaid ae 116 16 0 Expended this half year— 

£69,760 14 0 Works extensions . 1,050 2 9 | 

New shares, lst call. oe + + © 6 « Meee @ 0 Service-laying 7719 6 
Do., 2nd call . a 11,288 0 0 Meter-fixing . ; 5513 1 | 
De, WOR. « « 0 2 11,288 0 0 ts ek) 4a? xe! vay oes i ae a . 8213 0 } 
Do.,4theall. . , — 11,288 0 0 Main-laying . rs 273 010 | 
ae ae . 11,288 0 0 £144,131 11 7) 
Deptford Gas-Works . . ... . e «02 2 .« ae Ol 
£56,440 0 0 eee e* ‘ £1,428 13 10 1} 

Amount unpaid, , ° kw 2 1,631 0 0 Office furniture and fixtures . . 275 16 3 
54,809 0 0 1,704 10 1) 

Deposits and shares forfeited . ° Bes F 200 8 0 IE oa ie eg ee. ek a Se oe we 9,908 19 10! 
Creditors onbonds. .. . aie £34,300 0 0 Cash balances— | 
Do. on loan (Gece evn neve ee? General account e e £2,800 13 0 | 
pa a ee a ee ee 2,983 9 6 Dividend account . . ° 9317 4 } 
—__———_ 47,283 9 6 Pettycash . , 01710 | 

Balance of revenue account . . . . + £1,776 16 1 2,895 8 2 
Balance of profit and loss for this half year 5,342 18 2 | 
7,119 14 3 | 

. 115 19 11 | 


Dividends unclaimed +e ie ee Se 


£179,289 5 8 

The CHArnMan said his next duty was to move, “‘ That the report and ac- 
counts be received and approved.” He would do that formally, and then 
give an opportunity to any shareholder to make what remarks upon them he 
thought proper. 

Mr. Bake said he would rather the chairman did not move that resolu- 
tion at the present moment, but first allow the shareholders the ey 
of a free discussion upon the — or any other question which bore upon 
their mutual interests. He had a motion to submit to the meeting which he 
thought was of great importance to the welfare of the association, and he 
would be sorry to move it as an amendment to the resolution for the adoption 
of the report, because, after a general discussion of its details, they might be 
disposed to agree with the directors in that matter. If the chairman would 
therefore defer his motion for a short time, it might be for the convenience 
of all parties. 

The CHarrMaN said he did not at all object to the proposal of Mr. Blake, 
as he was anxious that every proprietor should have the fullest opportunity 
to express his views. He had merely moved the reception of the report with 
that intention. 

A Proprietor: It is not competent for any gentleman to make a remark 
till a motion has been submitted, and I apprehend the first motion usually is 
the reception of the report. 

The Carman then moved, and Dr. Lippe x1 seconded, the reception of 


the report pro forma. 





| that that arbitration grew out of a contract-—— 


| upon everything of interest to the shareholders at large, and as he had al- 





£179,289 5 8| 

Mr. Buaxe said, before he agreed to that motion, there were two or! 
three questions which he should like to ask the chairman, and which he | 
should like to have asked their contractor, had he been present. He| 
had been accustomed to see that gentleman present at the general meet-| 
ings of the shareholders, and he regretted his absence on this occasion. | 
The proprietors could not possibly be ignorant of certain transactions | 
which had taken place, and which had created great interest, in which | 
Mr. Croll was concerned. It was in consequence of those transactions that | 
he had a question to ask respecting their contractor and themselves. It 
might be said by some persons that the recent arbitration case between Mr. 
Croll and the Great Central Gas Company had nothing to do with the Surrey 
Consumers’ Company, but that was a great mistake. Let it be remembered 


Mr. BeREsFoRD rose to order, and said it was not competent to the honour- 
able proprietor to go into the matter of the Great Central Gas Company. 

Mr. Buakz insisted upon his right to do so, and reproved the last speaker 
for standing by their contractor to prevent remarks being made. He took it 
for granted that they were there for the purpose of a fair and free discussion 


ways felt a deep concern in the welfare of the company, and had the capa- 
city to form a judgment, and the leisure to prosecute inquiries, he had availed 
himself of them to ascertain their true position. ; 

The CHAIRMAN said the honourable proprietor must allow him to say that, 
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because mistakes had been made between Mr. Croll and another company, it 
did not follow that such things would occur amongst themselves. He hoped 
Mr. Blake would confine his observations as much as possible to this company, 
so that their business might be brought to a close as early as possible. 


interruptions might lead him to do so. , 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the honourable proprietor that he had referred 
to the Great Central Gas Company. ; 

Mr. Buake said he was obliged to mention it again, because as a share- 








|| the contractor had any claim against them, and had been assured that he had 
‘|not. The Surrey Consumers’ Company had a contract with the same gentle- 
;/man, and had he been in his place, he (Mr. Blake) would have thought it 
| |right to ask him whether he had ne claim upon them beyond his contract. 
|As men of business they ought to lo 

|to avoid them. The proprietors would remember that Mr. Croll’s contract 
‘expired in three years from next Christmas; and as far as his (Mr. Blake's) 
‘experience went, he believed he was justified in stating that the directors 


ings and actual position of the company. If it should be proved, as he would 
be in a condition to prove, that it was undesirable that contract should be 
renewed for a single moment beyond the existing period, surely the board 
should be in possession of, or should not lose a moment in acquiring pos- 
session of the necessary information, so that, when the proper time arrived, 
they might assume the management of their own affairs quite independent 
of Mr. Croll. He(Mr. Blake) had taken the trouble to go down to the works; 
and from personal inspection and inquiry was convinced that, as matters at 








espair and impotency. He could dilate a great deal upon the actual 
|ignorance in which they (the board) were kept with regard to their own 
‘affairs. Mr. Croll by his contract was enabled to employ all the inspectors, 
| contractors and their workmen, required upon the works, and the directors 
| had not the slightest control over them, and at the end of his term he might 
take them all away with him as he did in the case of the Great Central. In 
that case the company would be, to all intents and purposes, powerless to ac- 
complish that which they had engaged to do—viz., the lighting of the public 


proper time, to ruin them. Ought they to be in that position? Ought they 
not to take some steps to protect themselves? Most decidedly ; and therefore 


he should have preferred doing had he been present—whether Mr. Croll had 
any claim upon the company for special services rendered as consulting en- 
gineer? In another company he had brought forward a claim of £18,000* 
under this head! He (Mr. Blake), as a shareholder in that company and 


the corporation which determined to raise an opposition to the City Gas Com- 

any), knew that not a single individual connected with that company ever 
a bade that Mr. Croll had a claim of that sort, or would ever have brought 
forward such a claim on any pretence whatever. On the contrary, he was 
too anxious to be employed and to be brought into public notice. He (Mr. 
Blake) regretted that Mr. Croll was absent, as he always liked to speak what 
he thought before a man’s face. He must say that he thought there was 
something peculiar in the fact of his absence on this occasion, for the first 
time, when many gentlemen would have liked to ask him questions deeply 
affecting the interests not of the Great Central but of the Surrey Consumers’ 
Company. Another question he would like to ask, and that was—whether 
Mr. broll would have any claim upon them for extensions or extra plant? In 
the other company he had made such aclaim; and though it was true that in the 
Surrey Consumers’ Company the understanding was that the extensions were 
to be paid for by the company, and upon the sums so laid out Mr. Croll was 
to pay interest, yet that did not preclude the possibility of some such claim 
being set up. hat their position might bein that respect he could not say ; 
but he knew that they had not a farthing laid by to form a depreciation- 
fund. They had not a shilling in hand of any kind except the £400 surplus 
on the last half year’s profits after paying the dividend about to be declared, 


impress on the minds of the directors the necessity of anticipating that 
period, and making some arrangements so as to come into possession before 
the time, that they might be able to carry on the concern with efficiency. 
He was in a position to show that the bargain which Mr. Croll had got at 
the present moment was one which it would be most impolitic to allow him 
to retain one day longer than his contract. His hope, therefore—his most 
fervent hope—was, that the board of directors might be strengthened by the 
accession of such other shareholders as were able and willing to take an 
active part in acquiring the necessary information, and the practical ability 
to carry on the concern for themselves. To show that a very large amount 
of ability and energy was not called for, he — state that he knew Mr. Croll 
was not down at the works once a month. That was a startling fact, but he 
had it from authority, and from it he drew the conclusion that, with a little 
natural ingenuity, it was mere mechanical work to carry on a concern like 
this. He begged respectfully to know from the chairman what was the 
present position of the company as to rental ? 

The CHAIRMAN: It was upwards of £34,000 at Christmas. 

Mr. Buake said that was what he was told twelve months ago. He would 
next inquire what number of lights the company had contracted with the 
Rotherhithe vestry to supply, and at how much per light ? 

The CuarrMAN: Three hundred and twenty-nine lights, at £4. 15s. each. 

Mr. Buake said he would now take the directors’ own report ; and he must 
say, though he did not suppose it was indifference which induced them to do 
it, that that report communicated little or nothing to the shareholders, and 
that, to a certain extent, what little it did communicate was not true. The 
very first paragraph was this: ‘‘ Your directors refer you with much satisfac- 
tion to the accompanying accounts, which show the steady increase in the 
revenue of the company, and fully bear out the expectations they had formed 
of its substantial improvement.” Now, he contended there was not the 
smallest proof of a steady increase in the revenue. The only increase was a 
difference of £218. 7s. 7d. received for interest on extensions, which was in 
itself — because if the company received it they had also to pay it; and 
there was a diminution in the expenditure for the six months of £222. 16s, 
But let it be remembered that the expenses of the management of that com- 


under the control of Mr. Croll, who paid the inspectors and workmen, &c., 
leaving nothing but mere superintendence. Then the next paragraph of the 
report said: “The gross income for the half year is £7412. 5s., and, after 
deducting therefrom the interest on the bond debt and the expenses of 





* The — pm aunty ne no po Mr. Croll’s claim for extra illuminating 
power wi is claim for professional services, as the latt nly amounted to 
£7718. 18s.—Ep. J. G. L. =" ee ee 





one of its original promoters (for he was a member of the sub-committee of | 


and yet in three years’ time they might be called upon to meet a large ex- | 
penditure on this head ; and therefore it was that he was anxious deeply to | 


pany were comparatively trifling, because the whole of the working was | 
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Mr. Bake said he had not intended to refer to other companies, but these | 


|| holder in that company he had more than once asked the chairman whether | 


ok difficulties in the face, and not try | 


were almost, if not totally, in the dark with regard to the real proceed- | 


— stood, the board would, for all useful purposes, be left in a state of | 


streets. It was in the power of that man, if they were not prepared at the | 


it was that he begged to ask the chairman, in the absence of Mr. Croll, what | 


j 


| 


| motion. 
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management, leaves a net balance of £5342. 18s. 2d. at your Seen, | 
Your directors therefore recommend for “aay adoption ’’—why, 
not tell—** a division of the amount in t 
of 8 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, which will leave a further sum 
of £403, 4s. 4d. to be carried to the account of undivided 
an increase of the sum carried over in the last half year.’ How that in-| 
crease had arisen he had shown; viz., by an increase in the interest received | 
on extensions, and the diminution in the expenditure. But the next para- 
graph was the most extraordinary, to his mind, because it said: ‘ The 
shareholders cannot fail to observe the comparative small amount ex- 
ended in the extension of the works during the last half year, and your | 
“score are gratified in stating that the rental continues to increase in a | 


degree commensurate with the outlay.”” Now, if he understood what a syl- | | 


| 


logism was, the progress, as far as the directors was concerned—for they 
congratulated the shareholders upon the small sum expended and the in- 
crease of rental ‘‘ commensurate with the outlay ’’—was very small indeed ; 
and even upon that (though he doubted if there were any) they had no in- | 


formation, except what he had elicited from the chairman, who told them | | 
r was £34,000, which was the amount at which it stood last | 


that their renta ‘ 
year. At that rate, they were paying for extensions without the slightest | 
increase. 


Dr. Lrppex: I was told last year it was £37,000, and I have it down in 


writing. | 
Mr. Brake: Then at that rate it was decreasing. He thought he had 
shown, without, as he hoped, unnecessarily trespassing upon the time of the | 


shareholders, what were the real facts which bore upon their interests. He | 


was only anxious that they should not be ignorant of their position, because 
it was only by knowing whether they were making any and what progress 
that a stimulus was afforded to them to exert taemselves to extend and con- 
solidate the business of the company. He thought it would not be asking | 
too much of the directors, that they should be requested to furnish them 


every six months with a statement of what was the actual rental of the com- || 


t he could | | 
e proportion and after the rate || 


rofits, being | | 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


| 


pany, as it was information they could easily obtain and embody in their | | 


report. 
furnish with each half-yearly report a statement of the amount of gas | 
rental at the same date.” He would not move it as an amendment to the! 
adoption of the report, but, with permission, would move it after that resolu- 
tion was carried. 

The CuarrMAn said there could be no objection to supply that informa- 
tion, and he quite approved of the proposal to do so. He was sure that he} 
was speaking for his brother directors, as well as for himself, when he said | 
that they wanted to do nothing but what was as plain as A, B, C to all the | 
shareholders. The gas rental was made up from Mr. Croll’s books, and was 
what he had stated. Mr. Blake was perfectly correct in saying that Mr. Croll | 
had the entire management of the concern, and the engagement and control | 
over all the men. That was the nature of his contract, and the directors | 
could not interfere with what belonged to Mr. Croll. When the gas rental 
was made up at Christmas and Midsummer, they had a right to know what | 
it was, and there would be no difficulty in stating it in the report. He was | 
sorry Mr. Croll was not there; and he (the chairman) was not aware of his | 
absence until he came to the meeting, when he was informed by Mr. Croll’s | 
secretary that that gentleman was abroad upon business, j 

Mr. Buack (a director) said he perfectly agreed with mauy of the remarks 
made by Mr. Blake; but there was one thing he could not help making a re- | 
mark upon, and that was the statement of the directors being in ignorance of 
everything. 

Mr. Kerry rose to make some observations, but was interrupted by 

Mr. Bexesrorp, who said he wished to second the motion. 

Mr. Buacx: Before it is seconded, I wish to put the meeting right on one 

oint—— 
The Cuarrman: I do not know whether you are going to second the| 
! 

Mr. Buack: No; I am not. 

Mr. Beresrorp said he had not come to the meeting for the purpose of | 
making an attack upon the directors, and he should refrain from indulging 
in any inuendoes upon them; but, at the same time, he must be allowed to 
say that he cordially agreed with every word uttered by the mover of the/ 
resolution. He begged to remind that gentleman and the shareholders gene- 
rally that at their last half-yearly meeting he had attempted to move an | 
amendment in order to get a portion of the profits about to be divided set 
aside for a reserve-fund. It was quite necessary that they should look ahead | 
three or four years, and provide for contingencies which might possibly arise. | 
In rising a’few minutes ago to interrupt Mr. Blake he was not o seed to the 
principle he was laying down, but to his drawing a comparison between this 
company and the Great Central. Ifthey put Mr. Croll’s back up, they would 
find that they could not do so well as by dealing civilly with him. There 
was one statement in the report which was as far from the fact as black from 
white—viz., that the purity and | power of the gas was good. 
He attended a board-meeting every week and was constantly twitted with 
the bad quality of the company’s gas; and, from his own observation, he 
knew that it was of a very inferior sort. The vestry-clerk had just told him 
that, though he had three gas-burners in his office, he was obliged to have 
two candles in order to get light enough. And the complaints were not few 
nor far between, but constant and numerous. He found in the report that, 
though there was no increase in their receipts for gas, there had been a dimi- 
nution of expenditure which must be gratifying to the shareholders, as show- 
ing that, in one respect at least, they were not retrograding. 

Mr. Buack said it had been alleged that the directors were altogether igno- 
rant of the working operations of the Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company. He 
could not let that remark pass without one observation—— 

Mr. Buake: Do not misunderstand me. I said you were kept as much in 
ignorance as possible. a 

Mr. Back said, according to the honourable proprietor’s statement, the | 
manufacturing operations of the company and the control over the in- | 
spectors was so completely out of the hands of the board, that if at the end 
of three years Mr. Croll closed his bargain, the company would be in a most 
dangerous dilemma. He (Mr. Black) was prepared to state to the meeting, 
that if Mr. Croll were to give up to-morrow the concern could go on quite as 
well without as with him. (A proprietor: ‘ Better.”) He was quite ready 
to vouch for that fact; and having taken a great deal of interest in their 
affairs, he could, from his practical acquaintance with the manufacture of 
gas, if the contract expired at once, go down to the works at six o'clock in 
the morning, and make such arrangements as would enable the concern to 
be carried on with efficiency until a proper staff could be organized. He was 
convinced that the works themselves were in a much more satisfactory state 
at the present time than they were 12 months ago, and that they were im- 
proving every day. There were certainly many things which ought to be 
attended to, and must be done before long, but the directors were fully alive 





to the necessity and prepared to see the requirements carried out. He was 
sorry Mr. Croll was not present to hear the observations which had been 











He concluded by moving—‘t That the directors be requested to || 
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made, as it was his desire that he should not only hear them but feel them. 
As an old friend of Mr. Croll’s, he was persuaded that the best service he 
could render him was to insist upon his carrying out, on business principles, 
every iota of his contract; and he was one who, whatever his feelings of 
friendship towards any one might be, would never swerve from the strict 
fulfilment of a business engagement. He, for one, did not intend that Mr. 
Croll’s contract should be renewed at the end of the three years, and he 
believed it was the general feeling that it was not desirable; and he gave 
this explanation lest any proprietor should go away with the idea that in 
three years’ time they would be ruined, As to the control over the in- 
pectors, he idered that the board had the right to look into all matters 
connected with them. He knew that they did so, and that from time to time 
every complaint was brought before them in a minute form. With regard 
to the observation about the small increase in rental and diminution in out- 
lay, he thought that if the gentleman who made it was as fully. acquainted 
with gas-making as he was, he would have expressed himself gratified rather 
than otherwise. Whatever might have been said on a previous occasion about 
the rental being £34,000 must have been based on the consideration of taking 
the Rotherhithe lighting into account, although the contract had not come 
into operation. He had a distinct impression that on that occasion one of 
the directors said that the rental would not be anything like £42,000 during 
the year, and therefore the company would not get the additional £900. 

Mr. Duvau: I said we should not get it during the existence of Mr. Croll’s 
lease, and that is my opinion still. 

— Buiack: When Mr. Croll’s lease is out I have very little doubt it will 

80. 
|| Dr. Lippert said he was afraid that the nature of the contract with Mr. 
;| Croll was not understood by the shareholders at large; it had never been 
|; read to them, and they knew nothing at all about it except what they had 
|| been at the trouble of finding out for themselves by going over the works, 
|| He should like very much to call their special attention to this important 
|| part of that contract. ‘The directors shall not interfere with Mr. Croll in 

the manufacture or supply of gas. Mr. Croll is to collect the gas rental, and 
can make any arrangement he pleases with parishes and consumers as to the 
price charged for gas.’’ That appeared to him (Dr. Liddell) so extraordinary 
a control to be placed in Mr. Croll’s hands, that he wondered exceedingly 
the directors should have come to such an arrangement. It was too late, of 
course, to alter it; but he thought it would be desirable, now that the term 
was drawing to a close, if the document were printed and circulated among 
the shareholders. He would add that, so strongly did he feel upon the subject 
and so confident did he feel that the company would be better off without 
Mr. Croll, he would rather the question were not now put, but that a 
special meeting should be called to meet Mr. Croll, and endeavour to come 
to some arrangement. Instead of depending upon the returns received from 
him the company ought to have had a rental-clerk appointed by the directors. 
‘| Mr. Croll had a direct interest in keeping the rental below £42,000, while 
the company had an interest in getting it above. 

The CHAIRMAN: No; in getting a fair return. 

Dr. Lippe: Our interest is one way and Mr. Croll’s another. I fully agree 
| With Mr. Blake that we ought to have this information, but I think it ought 
| to go further, and not only show what the rental is for the half year, but 
| what was the progressive rental for the two or three previous ones. It appears 
| to me that the gas rental has not improved a pound a year in consequence of 
i am, and although we have expended upon the Deptford works 
| £20,648. 

Mr. BricKHILL complained that the shareholders were kept in ignorance 
| of the scale upon which Mr. Croll paid under his contract. There was no 
| mention in the original contract of the necessity for the rental to increase to 
, £42,000 before Mr. Croll paid more to the company. If the present motion 
|| were adopted and the shareholders knew what the rental actually was from 
|| time to time, they could form no estimate as to what Mr. Croll ought to pay 
;upon it. From inquiries which he had made at the works he found that, 
| during the last four years there had been an increase of £7000 in the rental. 
| But he could not agree with the directors that that was an increase commen- 

surate with the outlay, because in the last report there appeared something 

like £3281 for extensions, and in the present one it was £1050 more. As an 

original shareholder, too, and one who saw the foundation- stone of the works 

laid, he was concerned to find, on his recent visit, that there was not one 
| brick upon another of the old erections, and he knew that nothing had been 
| written off their capital for the things which had been removed. 

Mr. Duvat said, in reference to Mr. Brickhill’s remarks, that that gentle- 
| man had been ing upon an old scale, and a contract which expired four 
| years ago. The directors made a new contract with Mr. Croll when they 
| purchased the Deptford Works, and the scale laid down was very different to 
| the former one. Although the rental was then not £30,000, it was thought 
| better, instead of going upon a sliding scale, to fix the amount at £40,000, 
‘upon which Mr. Croll paid £9550; and it was agreed that, when the rental 
| rose to £42,000, he was to pay £900 additional, or £450 per £1000, and he 
|| was to pay interest upon capital spent in extensions beyond a certain 
| amount which was already gone. The directors, knowing that the rental was 

not nearly £40,000, had not been so minutely looking after it as they would 
|, have been had they known it to be pretty close upon the amount. He was 
| | confident that it was at least some £4000 or £5000 off that sum, and there- 
| | fore the shareholders need not suppose they would receive another £900 yet. 

| He questioned very much whether they would during Mr. Croll’s contract, 
| because the rental did not increase very materially except from new works. 

Mr. BRICKHILL said he generally attended every meeting of the proprietors, 
and this was the first time he had ever heard of a change in the scale. He 
thought the shareholders ought to have been called together and consulted, 
as they were at the time when Mr. Croll came into the concern. 

Mr. Duvat said he mentioned it last year in reply to inquiries by Alder- 
man Wire. In reference to the motion, he thought there would be great 
difficulty in stating the rental up to the time of each meeting, as in the pre- 
sent case, for instance, there had been only a few days passed since the 
quarter, and it was doubtful whether the indices of the consumers’ meters 
had all been taken. — 

The CuairMAan said the alteration in the scale of payment by Mr. Croll had 
been mentioned in the directors’ reports since the Deptford Works had come 
into their possession and they had obtained their Act of Parliament. The 

| new arrangement was decidedly better for the whole of the shareholders. As 
to the gas rentals, they must remember that it was one part of the auditors’ 
duty to examine the books and testify to their correctness. 

Mr. BLAKE, in reply, said he had not had an opportunity of looking into 
the contract, but from what he now heard he understood that, though the 
rental fluctuated between £34,000 and £37,000, Mr. Croll paid upon £40,000, 
and the company would derive no additional advantage till the rental in- 
creased to £42,000. This, at first sight, appeared to be an exceedingly advan- 
tageous arrangement for them ; but if the proprietors would take the trouble 
to analyze it, they would find it was no such thing, and that Mr. Croll had 
one of the best bargains that engineer or financier ever made. The rental 












































was supposed to be £34,000, and gas was being sold at 4s. Gd. per 1000 || 
feet. One fourth of that sum would be £8600, or 1s. 13d. per 1000 feet of | 
gas, but as Mr. Croll paid £9550, the company got as nearly as possible 1s. 3d, | | 
per 1000 to provide for their small expenses of management and to pay their | 
dividends ; while Mr. Croll (notwithstanding that the estimate was taken at | 
£40,000, and was only £34,000) got half-a-crown per 1000 for his gas, and | 
9d. per 1000 for his expenses and the interest which he paid to the company | | 
for extensions. When they considered that 6d, per 1000 feet produced up- | 
wards of £4000—a sum nearly equal to the interest which Mr. Croll paid! | 
for the capital expended—that the remaining 3d. per 1000 was upwards of | 
£2000, far more than necessary to cover his expenses of management, and || 
that, beyond this, Mr. Croll had 2s. 6d. per 1000 for his gas besides all that he 
could make by the sale of products, they would agree with him that their || 
contractor had a good bargain, and that the sooner they had the concern in | 
their own hands the better. When that was the case, the company would} 
have a better reputation in public estimation, and the shares would reach a! 
higher value in the market. 

Mr. Blake’s motion was then put to the vote and carried. | 
Mr. Kerry made some inquiries in reference to the amount of capital upon 
which the 8 per cent. was to be paid, which were answered by 1 
The CuarmMAn, who then moved the reception of the report. In doing so 
he said he would only refer to one item, viz., the small one of £10 for law 
expenses, That had been incurred for a very profitable object, that of pre- 

paring the new contract for lighting the public lamps in Rotherhithe. 

Dr. LippELt seconded the motion, and made some inquiries respecting the 
charge for paving in the trade account, and the amount unpaid on the 
capital account. 

The CHarrMan said, both these matters had received the special attention 
of the board. In reference to the latter, they would bring it forward at the 
next meeting, and give the parties in arrear due notice. 

a LIDDELL : How much more capital can you raise? or is that account 
closed ? 

The CuarrMAN: We can raise by our Act £150,000 in shares, and 
£35,000 by debentures. We are a long way from that yet. 

Dr. Lippe. thought they were very close to it. 

Mr. Buack stated that the £10,000 loan was not included in it, as that; 
might be paid off in shares at any time. . 

The Cuarrman: Two thousand pounds have been paid off since tho 
accounts were made up. 

Mr. Beresrorp asked the shareholders to recommend to the serious con- 
sideration of the directors that at the next half-yearly meeting they should 
produce some report as to the state of the works. 

The CHAIRMAN said, in the last report of the directors they gave the result 
of Mr, Laing’s inspection of the works, and of another gentleman as to the 
general state of the premises, which were very satisfactory. The directors 
would have them put completely in order this summer, 

After some further conversation the report was adopted. 

The CHarRMAN moved, and Mr. Carrer seconded, a motion for declaring a 
dividend in conformity with the directors’ recommendation, payable on and 
after the 19th inst. | 

Mr. NewMAn moved, as an amendment, that the dividend be only at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum. He was anxious that they should lay by 
something to form a reserve-fund, so as to be prepared for any contingency 
at the expiration of Mr. Croll’s contract, and to make the shares of the com- 
pany more valuable in the market. 

Mr. ANDERSON seconded the amendment. They were proposing by the 
original motion to divide nearly the whole of their profits, which was what 
no other company in the metropolis would do. The London Gus Company, 
with a capital of £750,000, laid by for depreciation £24. 6s. £1000; the 
Pheenix, with a capital of £420,000, laid by £27. 7s.; the South Metropo- 
litan, with £116,000 capital, £22. 10s.; the Commercial, with £278,735 
capital, £14. 19s.; the Great Central, with £224,000 capital, £14. 19s.; but 
the Surrey Consumers’, with a capital of something like £124,000, laid by 
only £3. 2s. per £1000, or not one-fourth of what any surrounding company 
felt it necessary to do. He would rather receive a smaller dividend, and 
know that they were creating a reserve-fund. 

Mr. BERESFORD supported the motion, because it entirely coincided with 
the views he expressed on a former occasion, though he thought the last 
speaker had fallen into an error in contrasting their company with any other 
in London. They were very differently situated, and if the directors would 
only keep Mr. Croll up to his contract in reference to dilapidations year by. 
year, and not suffer them to go on till the end of his treaty, he would say not | | 
another word about it. \| 

Mr. ANDERSON said the amounts reserved had nothing at all to do with | 
such repairs as Mr. Croll was bound to keep up. Mr. Croll paid for all actual | 
damage arising in the course of manufacture, but there was an insensible | 
depreciation of the works going on, for which he was not responsible. 

Mr. BricKHItt said he was bound to support the motion, because, when | 
the profits reached such a point that they could divide 10 per cent., they | 
would have to make a reduction in the price of gas to the consumers. Every || 
one present must feel that they really did get 10 per cent, when they divided | 
8 after Mr. Croll had got his profit. 

The CuarrMan: We do not get it. ei 

Mr. Buaxe said he should be one of the first to recommend a diminished 
dividend if he felt that thereby they would strengthen their position in 
public estimation. But he thought, after havjng paid 8 per cent. to the pre- , 
sent time, it would have a contrary effect, and would create suspicion and 
alarm if they now made a sudden diminution. If the directors could be 
assured from their contractor that there was no fear of claims being brought | 
forward at the end of three years, he should feel no apprehension but that) 
after that time the company would be in possession of such an income as would | | 
enable them to meet every ordinary and extraordinary contingency. Let, 
them have their confidence in the good faith and honourable intention of || 
their contractor established (and from past experience in another company | | 
he required that that should be done), and then there was no need to sound | | 
the tocsin of alarm. He would rather leave the matter in the hands of the || 
directors, and call upon them at the next ordinary meeting of the company | 
to state what the real position and expectations of the company were. ail 

The CHAIRMAN mt in reference to the comparison drawn between this | 
and other companies, it should be rememberd that the Surrey Consumers | 
Company were very differently situated to almost every one of their neigh- 
bours, ‘All their property was freehold, and was in a most substantial con- || 
dition. A finer position for gas-works than theirs at Rotherhithe could not be 
found, not only in respect of facilities for internal operations, but for delivery | | 
of coals and disposal of residual products. A few little matters of repair had | | 
to be done by Mr. Croll, and then the whole was in as good a condition as it | | 
was seven years ago, although there might bea slight depreciation in the |; 
mains. The directors made a point at their first board-meeting in every | | 
month to go round and inspect the works, and if they found it necessary to | | 


point out to Mr. Croll any dilapidations they did so, and called upon him to | | 
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ut them in order. Other companies, such as the Phoenix, required a large 

epreciation-fund, because their property was leasehold, to a considerable ex- 
tent, and was a in value daily. aay forward, he confessed with 
Mr. Black that he could see nothing that was likely to arise; and if they 
were safe in respect of their agreement with Mr. Croll, and were sure that 
no claims were likely to come upon them, he knew of no reason why they 
should depart from 8 per cent. In reference to Mr. Croll’s contract, he 
thought it only right that such shareholders as Mr. Blake, who had keen 
eyes and penetrating minds, should take the trouble carefully to look into 
the matter for themselves. They had a large stake in the concern, and were 
bound to form a judgment for themselves; and if, upon consideration of the 
\document, they found it necessary, let them eall upon the directors to get 
|| the best advice they could upon the subject. He would have them know 
| that the board, so soon as they heard the first buzz of the differences which 








| alarmed, turned to their deed and consulted Mr. James as to the position 
| they were in, and Mr. James declared that he could see no likelihood of any- 
thing of the kind occurring as in the Great Central. If, however, the share- 
holders should be of opinion that further advice was desirable, the directors 
| would willingly adopt the recommendation. He could answer for his 
colleagues that they felt the most anxious concern for the interests of the 
| shareholders generally, the promotion of whose welfare they considered to be 
| their duty next to affording a supply of gas to the satisfaction of their cus- 
, tomers. 
.. After some further observations and a reply by Mr. Newman, the amend- 
| ment was put to the meeting and negatived, five proprietors only voting for it. 
The motion for declaring the dividend of 8 per cent. was put and carried 
| mem. con. 
; The re-election of the retiring directors gave rise to some discussion, on a 
| Proposition by Dr. Liddell that the vacancies in the board should not be filled 
jup. _The motion was, however, ultimately withdrawn, and Messrs. Virtue 
and White re-elected. 
| Mr. Bagshaw was reappointed auditor; and, on the motion of Mr. Breres- 
| FoRD, seconded by Mr. BLAKE, it was resolved—‘* Thatit be a recommenda- 
| tion to the directors to supply the vacancy at the board occasioned by the 


citor of the company.” 

| Mr. JAMEs said some conversation had already taken place on the subject, 
jand he had expressed to the directors his willingness to serve if they con- 
| sidered it would be to the interest of the company. He was not a candidate 
| for the office, but, as a large shareholder, he was prepared to take his seat at 
| the board, and render such help as his experience and professional knowledge 
— enable him to do. 

he CuarRMAN said he was much gratified at the way in which the share- 
holders’ wishes on this matter had been expressed, and as they were so com- 
pletely in unison with those entertained by the board, the directors would 
feel a double satisfaction in carrying out the recommendation. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedings. 





THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Thursday, 
the 8th inst., at the Offices of the Company, John Street, Bedford Row— 
Wivt1AM Parry Ricuanrps, Esq., Governor, presiding. 

The secretary read the advertisement convening the meeting, and the cor- 
porate seal of the company was affixed to the register of proprietors. 

The CuarrmAN then read the following report : — 


Your directors have the pleasure to report that the enlargement of your works at 
the Pancras and Shoreditch stations, to which they referred in their last report, was 
sufficiently advanced by the fall of the year to enable them to meet with complete 
success the extended demand made upon those works in q of the y 
transfer of a large portion of the business from the Fulham station. 

The partial exchange of districts with the London Gas Company took place on the 
| 7th of September last, when the London Company retired from St. Pancras, and their 

pipes in that parish were connected to the mains of your company. About the same 
time the Imperial Company’s mains in the districts of Fulham and Chelsea were dis- 
connected from your works, and transferred to the London Company. By this 
arrangement your lighting district has been more condensed, the new works at Pan- 
cras brought into immediate productiveness, a very considerable saving of gas effected, 
and the company relieved from all embarrassment as to the injunction restraining the 
use of a portion of the Fulham works. 

Itis satisfactory to your directors to be able to state that the benefits of this arrange- 
ment are not fined to the pany; the parishes are at the same time relieved 
from the great annoyance of having their streets continually broken up to determine 
from which company’s mains the frequently-recurring escapes of gas proceed, whilst 
it is obvious that the concentration of supply must tend to keep down the price of gas, 
the dividend being limited by Act of Parliament. But even, as you are well aware, 
when the dividend was not so limited, the undeviating policy of your directors has 
been to supply the company’s gas at a price which would defy competition, they 
having been long convinced that low prices and large business are the only secure 
bases of permanent prosperity. 

The accounts which they to-day lay before you show an increase of gas-rental for 
the half year ending Dec. 31, 1857, over that of the corresponding half year of 1856, 
of £9550, and the profit on the trading operations of the half year will enable you to 
declare a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum on the share capital and add 
£726 to the balance of £1385 already at the credit of profit and loss. 

The money which was raised in anticipation of calls has been expended in the ex- 
tension of your works and mains, and in paying off a temporary loan from your 
treasurer. 

A further amount will shortly be required to enable your directors to meet the still 
increasing demand for your gas, and they propose to raise such capital by a call 
on the new shares, of which you will receive timely notice, but which will probably 
be made payable the first week in July. 

Your directors have, in lusion, to report that the existence and responsibility 
of the several sureties to all bonds for the performance of offices of trust under the 
company have been inquired into, and new bonds ordered to be taken where neces- 
sary, agreeably to the 8th by-law. That, pursuant to the provisions of the Act, the 
governor, deputy-governor, four directors, and one auditor go out of office by efflux 




















|| had arisen in another company, and before they were made public, feeling | 


able to complete the works we then contemplated in sufficient time. Now, 
however, thanks to the earnestness with which all persons have followed u 
our wishes, we are in possession of ample power, and have generated an 
distributed a larger amount of gas than we have ever before done with the 
assistance of the Fulham works. (Hear, hear.) I am happy to say that we 
have now a surplusage of power which will enable us to distribute much more 
gas as the demand arises; so we may fairly say that all uneasiness with re- 
gard to the Fulham injunction is set at rest. In September last we com~- 
pleted the districting arrangements, and, I think, to the satisfaction of all) 
parties, and to the benefit of the public in general. Perhaps it would be too) 
much to say that no dissatisfaction is expressed, because you know there | | 
always are some persons who are seeking grievances, and when they have |, 
found one they make a good deal of it; but I think there is no ——- 
more generally established at present in men’s minds than that competition 
between large companies always ends in combination. (Hear, hear.) It is 
a sort of foregone conclusion that such competition must so end. Now, that 
would necessarily excite a certain degree of jealousy. A combination is 
always understood to mean two companies combined in order to retrieve the 
money which they have wasted during the time they have been in com- 
petition. Ours is not exactly that position; because, in benefiting our-| | 
selves, we certainly do confer a considerable degree of benefit on the public 
at large. As stated in the report, we save a great deal of trouble and 
annoyance where there is an escape of gas; for where there are two compa- 
nies engaged, each searching for such escape of gas, it cannot be as satisfac- 
torily done as where there is one company, because each of the two companies 
is always endeavouring to shift the liability and expense on the other. 
Streets are much more broken up in consequence, and the annoyance is not 
remedied so soon, and its remedy is much more expensive. Likewise, pave- 
ments are constantly broken up by persons who, from caprice or any other || 
motive, wish to change the service-pipes which lead to the mains from one | | 
company to another. These evils must to a very large extent be mitigated, || 
and the public will be benefited by the change. (Hear, hear.) We have had | 
communications from time to time with public boards and with individuals | | 











| on this subject, and I think we have done much to allay that jealousy that | | 


| death of Mr. Peppercorn, by the appointment of Mr. James, the present soli- | 





would naturally exist, by pointing out the advantages that will accrue to) | 
them; and we have likewise told them that our policy has been (and they || 
have recognized our telling the truth when we have stated so) that a large | | 
business, with small profits, is the only safeguard against competition ; and we | 
have acted on that from the beginning, whenever cane offered, be- | | 
cause we have reduced the price of gas voluntarily, and have reduced it from | 
what may now appear the fabulous price of 15s. per 1000 feet to 4s. 6d. per 
1000 feet. The Act of Parliament which was passed lately I think has given | 
considerable satisfaction. By it the quality of our gas is specified, the price | | 
of it is limited, and likewise we are limited as to the amount of our dividend. | | 
When our dividend exceeds 10 per cent. we no longer have the benefit of it, || 
but the profit is given to the public in the shape of a reduction in price ; so | 
that, in point of fact, this districting, which is calculated to economize and | 
diminish expenses, and therefore to increase profit, will ultimately, and I 
hope at no distant time, tend more to the benefit of the public than our- | | 
selves, seeing that they will have the benefit of a reduction in the price of | 
gas in consequence of our prudent and economical management. (Hear, hear.) | 
Now, then, with regard to the dividend we are to declare now, at the rate of || 
8 per cent., instead of 7 per cent., for the year. I must remind you, if you, 
have not already had your attention drawn to it, that the surplus we propose 
does not much exceed £700. Now, I am well aware that the public, and 
those persons who consider our position, will be very likely to say that that 
is an exceedingly small rest and surplus on a business of such an extent as_— 
that we are discussing this morning. Our profit arises from various sources, | 
— one of which is subject to considerable derangement, and therefore © 
£726 seems a very small surplus, and it may lead to the imputation that the 
directors, in order to court popularity with the proprietors, had gone to the 
utmost limit they ought to have done; in short—to use a phrase that is 
almost stereotyped—it may be said that this company has been very anxious | 
“ to make things pleasant.” Now, we have never done so. We have always 
stated the thing fairly; and I think you may infer, from what took place 
last October, that there has never been any shrinking from telling unwhole- | 
some truths when it has been forced upon us. However, the course that we 
have taken I think you will admit is a sensible and practical one. We are | 
now in the third month of the half year which we are to report to you in || 
October next. We have had an opportunity of watching our working during | | 
that time; and, from what has As 2 place, we have come to the conclusion | | 
that we are fully justified in recommending to you the dividend which we || 
now propose. We are aware of the exceeding inconvenience and disadvantage | | 
of a fluctuating dividend, but we think that we are perfect —— in re- || 
commending to you the present dividend. If I were to indulge in my own || 
sanguine expectations I should say more; but we will not “‘ make things || 
pleasant,” but find them pleasant when we come to them. (Hear, hear.) I | 
think the rest of our report is very much routine business, except about the || 
calls. There will be money wanted for operations in the course of the year, | 
and pangs | we shall make a call on the new shares in July next; but of 
that you will have due notice, and I trust it will not be inconvenient to any 
gentlemen to meet the demands then made upon them. 

Mr. Bocxetr: Perhaps you may give us some information as to the pro- 
bability of the amount of the call ? {| 

The Cuairman: Yes; I have further to report that the bonds have ail || 
been taken, and that the six members of the board of directors, and one | 
auditor, who go out by effluxion of time, I am authorized to state, are willing || 
again to render their services, if you should be satisfied with the account they | 
shall render of their stewardship. (Hear, hear.) We now recommend a) 
dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. for the year. (Hear, hear.) 1 don’t 
wish to be tied to m reply to the honourable proprictor’s question now, | 
b we have not looked enough into the matter; but I think we shall | 


| 
| 





| | of time, and being eligible offer themselves for re-election. And to r 
| | that a dividend for the half year ending Dec. 31 last be declared, at the rate of 40s. per 
|| share upon the old shares and 10s. per share upon the new shares, less income-tax, 
| and that the same be paid on and after this day. 

The CHAIRMAN rose, and said: Gentlemen, I now rise to move that this 
report be received. I think it contains, concisely stated, as much informa- 
tion as itisin my power to give you. At the same time, I wish to advert to 
two subjects of considerable importance which were under our consideration 
at the last meeting. They were then in progress, and have since been con- 
cluded. One of those matters, as you may suppose, is the Broadbent injunc- 
tion ; and the other, the dividing of the Various districts in which the com- 
pany were to carry out their ne. After that, 1 would just refer to 
|| the dividend We propose to declare, and then I will not trespass on your time 
|; any longer. With regard to the Broadbent injunction, it was fully discussed 

= stated at our last meeting. The injunction was peremptory, and we 
were forbidden to use the two large retort-houses which were built with so 
much care and expense at Fulham; and we likewise stated that preparations 
| Were being made to enable us to dispense through the winter with all assist- 
| ance from those works. Our only apprehension was lest we should not be 























endeavour to confine the call to £2. 10s. It will always be our effort to make | 
a call at the same amount, so as to give gentlemen an opportunity of pre- 
aring themselves. If, however, that call should not prove enough, we shall | 
oe to make anotherjat the end of three or four months. In the meantime, 
however, there can be no difficulty whatever in raising money from our 
bankers. | 
Mr. Ropes: Will you grant the privilege of allowing the shares to be all | | 
aid up? | 
. The Cxarrman: No, we cannot do that; because we shall not be able to 
pay you interest. 
Mr. Raopes: Some few may wish to pay the whole up at once. 
The CHAIRMAN: Supposing all wish to do it; how are we to meet the || 
interest ? 
Mr. Ruoprs: I do not wish to press it. i 
The Cxarrman: I do not mean to say arbitrarily ‘“‘ No, we won’t;” but | 
I merely give our reason for not doing it at present. | 
A resolution adopting the report and accounts was then carried unani- 
mously. 
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A resolution declaring a dividend at the rate of 40s. on the old shares and 
10s. on the new shares, less income-tax, was carried unanimously. ’ 

Mr. Rnopes: There is one little matter I should wish explained respecting 
the income-tax. We were paying income-tax formerly at 7d. in the pound ; 
it was then risen from 1s. 2d. to 1s, 4d. Many boards of directors were 
fearful they would not escape till it had risen to 2s., which made some boards 
of directors think it wise to prepare against such a state of things as that, and 
they thought proper to allow their shareholders their dividends clear of in- 
come-tax. Others thought to the contrary. Now, the income-tax has been 
reduced from 1s. 4d. to 7d., and will commence with this April at 5d. in the 
pound. I thought it would, perhaps, be as well for this board of directors to 
take it into their consideration, between this time and the October dividend, 
whether we should not have our dividend clear of income-tax. 

The CuarrMaN: It only amounts to this: it is an increase of dividend, 
and if we can afford it we will give it. At present we carry over only £726: 
where is the income-tax to come from? (Hear, hear.) It seems to me a 
very much better thing that individuals should bear the income-tax when it 
becomes due ; because it will derange most enormously that there should be 
another income-tax of 1s. 4d., as there was before the whole of our proceed- 
ings. It is the same thing to an individual whether he pays it one way or 
another. 

Mr. Ricnarps then vacated the chair, which was occupied by Mr. Srrver. 

Mr. Bocxetr: Gentlemen, and fellow-shareholders,—You are aware that 
| this day we are called upon, in the discharge of a duty the importance of 
which can hardly be exaggerated, to re-elect our governor and deputy- 

overnor, and a certain number of the directors who go out by rotation. 
ft would ill become me, in the presence of our late governor (for so I 
must call him now), to enlarge on the merits of the exertions which he 
has put forth on behalf of this company, the benefit of which we have on 
so many occasions felt. (Hear, hear.) And without detaining you with any 
lengthened speech, I will only say that we can best show our thankfulness 
for the exertions by which we have so ay benefited, by electing the two 
officers, William Parry Richards, Esq., and James St. George Burke, Esq., 
as governor and deputy-governor of this company for the next three years. 
(Hear, hear.) I feel very confident that at the end of that time, should we 
live so long, you will return me a vote of thanks for having placed you in so 
good a position. : ; i 

Mr. Sitver: I cannot put this motion without making one or two observa- 
tions relative to the circumstances which took place previous to the appoint- 
ment of the governor. Those circumstances were so critical, the company 
was in such a state that probably they might have gone to ruin—indeed, it 
might not have been very far from ruin—when the governor, assisted by 
several other gentlemen, took the thing in hand. I may now be referring 
to a time with which the younger proprietors may know nothing about, but 
which was extremely critical; and I feel that I should do wrong in putting 
this motion before you—which I am sure will be carried not only unanimously, 
but with a gladdened heart on the part of all who have attended to the 
affairs of this company—I think I should do wrong, if I put the motion 
without referring as briefly as possible to those very critical circumstances 
from which this company is emerged; which were such that there was not 
only a suspension of dividend for a considerable time, but a very great doubt 
whether the company would stand. Now, when you contrast that state of 
things with the affairs of the company as they now exist, I think that those 
of us who have known the state of the company longest will be most sensible 
of the advantages we have derived. (Hear, hear.) It so happens that when 
Mr, Richards joined the company he joined a committee of which I was a 
member. I watched his conduct, I watched the manner in which he con- 
ducted the business, and I found such a comprehensive view entertained by 
him, that I am sure I shall feel great pleasure indeed in announcing a con- 
tinuance of his position in this company. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was then put and carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Ricuarps then resumed the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN : I cannot help reverting to the time when it was the 
habit of directors who went out by rotation to collect in another room until 
their re-election was established. If that custom had been carried out on the 

resent occasion I should have been spared many blushes, thinking how much 
Spend my desert I have been spokenof. I have done, as every man is bound 
to do, his best to fulfil the office he has undertaken. If I had been instru- 
mental in serving your interest and obtaining your good-will is my best 
reward. (Hear, hear.) E , 

The remaining directors and auditor were then re-elected. _ 

Mr. JoHn Box moved a vote of thanks to the governor for his able conduct 
of the business of the meeting, coupling with his name that of the deputy- 
governor and the directors, for their ability in the management of the affairs 
of the company. : 

The resolution having been seconded passed nem. con. 

The CuairMaN briefly acknowledged the compliment and the proceedings 


of the meeting terminated. 
THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY AND THE AUTHORITIES OF 
ST. PANCRAS. 


At the last Weekly Meeting of the Representative Vestry of St. Pancras 
held in the Vestry Hall, Camden Town, Mr. Churchwarden Wyarr in the 
chair, the following report was brought up from the Highway Sewers and 
Public Works Committee as to the terms upon which the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany would contract to supply oe of the public lights for the parish 

ing to abou . 
of St. Pancras, amounting tetas tet 

The Highway Sewers and Public Works Committee report that, in accordance 
with the instruction contained in the resolution of vestry of the 25th of February last, 
your committee have considered the letter from the Imperial Gaslight Company dated 
the 19th of February last, in reference to the question of a new contract for lighting 
the public lamps in this parish at present lighted by that ——_— and the London 
Gaslight Company, and have caused a letter to be addressed to the Imperial Gaslight 
Company, inquiring whether, in the event of the vestry contracting with that com- 
pany to supply the public lamps within the parish with gas, the company will engage 
not to increase its present charges for the supply of gas to private consumers during 
the term of such contract. . 

Mr. G. A. Youne thought that this was a most = and important 
question to the private gas consumers, for he looked with very great suspicion 
on the way in which this communication from the Imperial Gas Company 
was worded, and as to what their charges would be henceforward, having 
the entire monopoly of the gas lighting of the district in their hands. The 
Imperial Company had by their Act the power, whenever they thought 

roper, to raise the charge to the ogee consumers to 6s. per 1000 cubic 
eet. The present charge was 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, and he thought that 
rice fair to the public as well as remunerative to the gas companies; and 
S (Mr. Young) was not willing, and hoped that that board would not be 
willing, to make a contract which would in any way compromise the interests 
of the private gas consumers. The committee were not in a position to state 
the terms upon which the London Gas Company had retired and handed over 
the whole of that immense district to the Imperial Company. It was reason- 





























able, however, to suppose and to believe that the London Company were not 
likely to part with a valuable source of revenue without having some con- | 
sideration ; and the question was, what would be the effect of this arrange- | 
ment upon that parish. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Young) repeated that he 
looked upon the circumstance of the Imperial Company declining to make 
any condition in their contract with that parish with respect to private con- | 
sumers was fraught with suspicion; but, at the same time, he considered 
that the subject was one which was worthy of a little further trial before the | 
vestry consented to sign the contract with the Imperial Company. (Hear, | 
hear.) He (Mr. Young) was prepared to advise that the vestry should not 
conclude with the Imperial or any other gas company unless they consented 
to put a clause in for the protection of the private consumers to the effect 
that they should not charge, so long as that contract was in existence, more 
je ye were charging at present for their gas, namely, 4s, 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet. 

Mr. BRETTINGHAM would only make one or two remarks upon this pro- 
posal. In the first place, he would remind the vestry that in dealing with 
the Imperial Company they were pee with a respectable company. (Hear, 
hear.) That being the case, he thought they must take care, as a public 
body, that they did not play fast and loose with this company. 

r. YounG said he held in his hand the letter from the company, which 
he would read. He would contend that the vestry were perfectly right in 
making this point a part of their bargain with the Imperial Gas Company if 
they contracted with them to light the entire parish. He (Mr. Young) 
would even be satisfied with less than that. He would be satisfied if the 
Imperial Company would put a resolution upon their books not to raise the 
= of their gas to the private consumers so long as they supplied the public 
ights of that parish without competition. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Young then 
read the following :— 

Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company’s Office, No. 33, John Street, 
Bedford Row, London, March 31, 1858. 

Dear Sir,—I was duly favoured with your letter of yesterday, and having submitted 
the same to the governor and a committee of directors, am desired to say that the 
company are willing to contract to light all the public lamps in the parish of St. Pan- 
cras for seven years at the rate of £4. 16s. per light per annum for the batswing, and 
£3 forthe cockspur burner in the Mews and other places where there are no thorough- 
fares, as already offered; but they cannot include in their contract for the public 
lamps, the price of gas to be supplied to the private gonsumers, over whom the vestry 
can have no control, and with whom the company Mave already entered into separate 
contracts, binding both parties. 

It may, however, be satisfactory to the vestry to know that this company will con- 
tinue the policy they have found so much to their advantage for the thirty years and 
upwards during which they have supplied the parish with gas, and that is, to keep 
the price of gas so low as to defy all chance of successful competition, and that the 
step they have recently taken is in that direction, as explained to your deputation ; 
whilst it will, at the same time, prevent the constant breaking up of the streets of the 
parish to ascertain from which company’s mains the constantly recurring escapes of 


gas take place. 
Should the vestry desire to accept the offer for seven years, determinable at the end 


of three or five, the contract will apply to such lights only as are at present lighted by 
the London Company and ourselves, and a fresh agreement will have to be entered | | 
into for such additional lights as may be required where we have no mains. 1] 
If the contract is to be for seven years, without the power to put an end to it before | | 
that — ey will = to lay down mains where required by the | | 
vestry.—I am, dear Sir, yours truly, é es 
G. W. F. Cook, Esq., Vestry-Clerk, St. Paneras. a ee, | 
Mr. Furniss begged to ask Mr. Young what ground he had for supposing | | 
that the Imperial Company had any intention of raising their price for the | 
private lights ? | 
Mr. Young considered there was no doubt that, as soon as the Imperial) 
Company had got the parish contract signed, unless there was some protective | | 
clause therein, they would raise the price to the private consumer. The|! 
reasons which had induced him to come to that conclusion were, that the|} 
Imperial Company, since they had got the parish of St. Pancras under their | 
contract, had already taken a step to tax the private consumers, which they | 
had not done when there was competition with the London Company. The! 
old system, when there was competition, was, to lay on the gas to private || 
cousumers without charge; and now their first step was to charge £1. ls.|| 
for the service. They had also raised their price for the loan of meters, and |! 
he believed that, as they had the power, having the parish entirely at their || 
mercy, the next step would be to raise the price of their gas to private con- || 
sumers to 6s. per 1000 feet. (‘* Hear, hear,’’ and * No, no.” I 
Mr. Furniss said, as to laying on service-pipes, he thought there must be! | 
some mistake as to the statement that the Imperial Company charged £1. 1s, || 
for laying on. He (Mr. Furniss) paid only 5s. the other day. | 
Mr. Youne could only say that such proceedings had taken place, and || 
when the deputation pointed out to the directors of the Imperial Company | 
that some legislation must take place on behalf of the public to prevent this | | 
monopoly, the chairman said in reply that in such cases he would defy them | | 
to point out any instance of legislation turning out beneficial to the public. 
Now he (Mr. Young) thought that what had been done by legislation upon || 
the water question was a complete answer to such an observation. He 
thought they must all have a vivid recollection of the sort of fluid that was || 
supplied to them for water prior to the Legislature taking up the subject, || 
and passing enactments compelling the companies to give them a purer and || 
better supply. He thought that the Legislature, if they made regulations 
with regard to the supply and character of water, would not hesitate to make | 
similar regulations with respect to the supply of gas. His opinion was, 
that they should insist upon some such clause in their contract with the Im- 
perial Company, and, if they refused to do it, let them; or, if they chose to 
take the extreme course, and not light the ish at all, then that would H] 
only hasten legislation upon the subject. (Hear.) So far as the London | 
Gas Company was concerned, they were quite willing to terminate their con- | 
tracts, so that the Imperial might take to the whole; and this was the letter | 
they had written upon the subject. [Mr. Young here read the letter from | 


the London Gas Company.) 





Office of the London Gaslight Company, | 
26, Southampton Street, Strand, March 30, 1858. _ | 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry, ‘“‘ whether, in the event of the vestry of St. | 
Pancras entering into a contract with the Imperial Gas Company to supply the} 
public ane. of the entire parish over which the company have control, this company | 
will cance] their contracts with the vestry,” I beg to state that the directors will 
readily meet the wish of the vestry by doing so; acourse that, under the circum-| 
stances, will be very desirable for all parties.—I am, dear Sir, yours truly, | 
G. W. F. Cook, Esq., Vestry-Clerk, St. Pancras. Joun R, HinvE, Secretary. 


With the objects he had mentioned he called upon the vestry not to contract | 
without another endeavour to induce the Imperial Company to consider the 
interests of the private gas consumers. With this view he moved “ That the | 
report be referred back to the committee.” d 
Mr. BReTrInGHAM said he would again appeal to the vestry not to trifle | 
with this respectable gas company. It was true that their maximum charge | 
was 6s. per 1000 feet; but that was no evidence that, because they had now 
the lighting of the entire parish of St. Pancras, they were going to raise the 


price to private consumers. 
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April 13, 1858.] 


Mr. Furniss said it appeared to him that the maximum price allowed by 
law to be charged by the — Company was 6s.; and the question wa’ 
how far the vestry were justified in interfering between the gas company and 
the private consumers, because the company were prepared to accept a 
contract for lighting the public lamps. (Hear.) The points to which atten- 
tion should be called were these :—In the first place, was the vestry disposed 
to go to Parliament to get the Legislature to fix a lower maximum price for 
the supply of gas than that now charged by the Imperial Company, or were 
they satisfied with the price at which the company offered to light the public 
lamps? With every disposition to serve the private consumer, and he (Mr. 
Furniss) would not yield to Mr. Young or any one else upon that point, he 
feared that, unless they went to, and obtained powers from Parliament, they 
(the vestry), in —s upon the Imperial Company to insert a clause in their 
contract for lighting the public lamps, only to charge the private consumers a 
certain price for their gas—although very desirous for the advantage of the 
private consumers and the public at large upon this question—he thought 
the a would tell the vestry that they would not be responsible to 
them as to the price at which they should supply their commodity to their 
private customers. (Hear.) He thought this was the common-sense view 
to be taken of the matter. 

Mr. SANnDys said he would second the motion, because he thought that by 
a little further negotiation between the works committee and the directors of 
the gas company they might be able to get some such clause introduced into 
their contract. (Hear.) 

Mr. Howes could not see how or by what right the tor | could interfere 
between a public company and their private customers. All he thought the 
vestry had the power to do was to make the best contract they could with the 
gas company for themselves on behalf of the parish. 

Mr. Farrer said that the vestry had already appointed delegates, who had 
met the delegates of every other metropolitan parish, and who had taken steps 
|for the welfare of the private consumers by bringing the matter under the 
| notice of Parliament. They were only now waiting for the Secretary of State 
to make the appointment for the delegates to wait upon him in reference to 
the whole question. ‘Therefore, with regard to the settlement of the ques- 
tion of the rights of the gas consumers of that parish, he thought it was in 

rfectly good hands; and that, if the contract which had been made on be- 
half of the vestry with the Imperial Company was a good one, the sooner they 
closed it the better. (Hear.) 

Mr. ELpripce thought that very little good would be effected by having 
any delay upon the question. If the contract was a good one, why not then 
accept it? The doing so would in no way affect the rights of the private 
consumer. For his own part, he thought that such a matter ought to be 
closed at once. (Hear.) 

Mr. Youn, in reply, observed that he did not bring forward this subject 
as a gas consumer himself, for he could hardly be said to be a gas consumer, as 
he did not like it inside his house. But if the vestry thought proper to bring 
this contract to a close, and hand the parish over to this Imperial Company 
at once, it was their affair, and not his. He could not, however, see any 
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reason for so much haste in this matter. There was a considerable objection 

on the part of the consumers of gas that they should be left at the entire | 
mercy of this very respectable company to charge them 6s. per 1000 feet if | 
they liked, without any means to prevent it. Let the Imperial do just what | 
they pleased, and deal as arbitrarily as they chose, how could any single in- | 
dividual resent it? (Hear, hear.) The consumers, therefore, naturally | 
looked up to the vestry, and said it was the duty of the vestry to resist this. | 
He felt very strongly that, if this report were referred back to the committee, | 
they might get something reasonable out of this gas company. He must | 
| again remark that it was fraught with very grave suspicion when they found | 
the gas company objecting to put such a clause in their contract, and when 


you damage a property and rob the widow and orphan?” (“ Hear, hear,” 
and a laugh.) There must be some legislation on this subject ere long; and 
the course which he (Mr. Young) thought ought to be adopted by Parliament 
was to place the supply-pipes in the hands of the vestry, and that would 


saying that the extreme cost of the manufacture of gas was ls. 10d. per 1000 
feet ; and, if the vestries of the various parishes had the supply-pipes at 
their disposal, on J would then be able to deal with such companies for their 
gas as would =o y them the best and cheapest. He thought it would be ad- 
visable to refer this report, under all the circumstances, back to the works 
committee. 

The question was then put and the motion was carried. 


excite competition amongst the companies. He believed that he wasrightin | 
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Tue Dramace Worxs at Norwicu.—The Norwich Local Board of | 
Health having determined to carry out the drainage of the northern district 
of the city, as recommended by their surveyor—by which one outfall for the 
whole drainage was to be constructed upon land belonging to Mrs. Sutton, | 
nearly opposite the Cow Tower, and at which outfall it was also vpeeety to! 
construct certain depositing-beds or tanks for the reception of the solid portions | 
of the sewerage to be periodically removed—it was feared that such an aceu- | 
mulation of putrid feculent matter would not only be a nuisance to the 
neighbourhood, but also injurious to health ; and a notice having been given, 
in the early part of February last, to the owners and occupiers of the property | 
adjoining the outfall, that the Board of Health would cause the sewer and | 
works to be made, a memorial was sent to the Local Board of Health, from 
such owners and occupiers, complaining of the consequences likely to ensue, 
and requesting that the works might be carried beyond the limits of the city. | 
To this memorial the board, at the latter part of February last, replied that 
the prayer of the memorialists would not be — with. In the early part 
of March another memorial, numerously signed by the owners and occupiers 
of houses and estates adjoining the river below Bishop’s Bridge, and the whole 
length of King Street, complaining of the impropriety and injustice of con- 
taminating the water in the river, rendering it totally unfit for manufacturing | 
and other purposes, and thus relieving the inhabitants above the outfall at 
the expense of those below it, and praying that the works might be carried 
beyond the limits of the city, was presented to the Local Board of Health; to 
which a reply was sent that the contracts had been entered into, and that the 
works would be commenced immediately, About a month prior to this, a 
report had been sent up by the surgeon of the 15th Hussars, stationed in 
Norwich, to the director-general of the army and medical department, in which ' 
it was stated that it was in contemplation by the local authorities to have | 
the whole of the sewerage of the northern part of Norwich collected together | 
in one large closed drain, which would pass along in front of the barracks, and 
empty itself into the river about 170 yards from the hospital; and that it 
was proposed to have ventilating shafts and a large deodorizing tank in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the barracks’ entrance; and the medical officer 
concluded by expressing his fears that the foul air from the ventilating shafts, | 
deodorizing tank, and river itself, especially in the summer season, would 
prove prejudicial to the health of the troops. In consequence of this report, | 
a Government engineer was sent down by the Board of Ordnance, who also | 
reported that it would be desirable, for the health of the troops and the | 
immediate neighbourhood, to endeavour to have this part of the project} 
extended at once further from the barracks, with its outfall beyond the limits 
of the city. It will thus be seen that every possible means were used to 
induce the Local Board of Health to alter their plans so as not to inflict an | 
injury upon the neighbourhood of the rohement works; but all such repre- | 
sentations were disregarded, and the Board of Health expressed their determi- | 
nation to commence their proposed works at once. Neither the military | 
authorities nor the public generally were in a position to take any active | 
measures to restrain the Board of Health from carrying out their scheme, | 
because until a nuisance had actually arisen they had no legal remedy. | 
Under these circumstances it was that Mrs. Sutton, by her solicitors, gave) 
notice to the Local Board of Health that, if they persisted in carrying out | 
their ap see works, legal proceedings would be taken against them; to which | 
a reply was sent that the committee had given directions that the works | 
should be proceeded with as quickly as possible. Thereupon the bill for the 
injunction was filed and an injunction granted on the 30th ult., as —— 


from the judgment given in another column. 

Tue Dustin ALLIANCE Gas Company.—The half-yearly meeting of this | 
——— was held on Wednesday, the 3lst ult. The report and accounts | 
were fully as satisfactory as could be expected, looking at the serious reduc- 


) 1 trac | tion made in the price of gas. The net profits were £5340, from which a 
they found gentlemen standing up in that board and exclaiming, ‘* Would | 


dividend of 4s. 9d. per share, free of income-tax, was declared, being a little | 
less than 7 per cent. The report states that the directors have been able to 
meet the reduction in the price of gas by a very favourable contract for coal 


| and reduced freights. They state their intention of adhering to the pledge | 


given to the public last year, of making a further reduction on the Ist of | 
January next. Unless, however, there is a very large increase in consump- | 
tion, it will be an exceedingly tight fit to keep up the rate of dividend, and | 


| the accounts certainly do not shadow forth much chance of an opening for a 

| new company. The total receipts for gas being £17,000, at ds. per 1000, a} 
| reduction to 3s. 6d. would exactly absorb the whole of the profits, leaving | 
| nothing at all for the shareholders, and this in a yay woe which is, perhaps, | 


one of the best managed in the kingdom, both by its board and officers. The 


{ usual resolutions were passed unanimously, and theretiring directors re-elected. 
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A Water Company in DirricuLties.—A deputation from the new water 
company waited upon the Woolwich Local Board of Health at their last meet- 
ing, for time to pay their rates, as their funds were in a depressed state. 
The deputation consisted of Messrs. Barry, Lintott, and Huslett.—Mr. Dixon 
remarked that the company was not in a very flourishing condition, as he 
(Mr. Dixon) had purchased £700 worth of shares which he would now be 
glad to get rid of for the same number of shillings.—Mr. Barry, in urging 
their request, said they came to ask the board to excuse the company at pre- 
sent paying their rate. The company had struggled on, and it was not till 
they were driven up in a corner that they made this application. They 
were in a painful condition; the company had been worked for the last six 
months with the private funds of the directors. wa hoped their applica- 
tion would meet with the favourable consideration of the board, as every one 
must consider their company had greatly benefited the parish. Some time 
0, a charge of about 5s. per room - ouse was paid for water, now the 

p ad was 2s, 6d. The company had also greatly benefited the parish in a 
sanitary point of view, and, considering all the circumstances, they hoped they 
would meet with some indulgence. ew | did not ask this as a matter of 
right, and they would be prepared to meet the board upon equitable terms, and 
happy to a 8 them with water. The company had also been in the habit of 
supplying 24 gallons of fresh water daily per head to their customers. They 
rent the board would not look upon this matter as relating to individuals, 
but asa parish matter.—It was stated that the amount in default was £50. 
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—The Chairman asked why the company could not supply their material at 
a remunerative price.—Mr. Barry said they were competing with qmothes | 
company, and he believed he might state as a fact that the Kent Water. | 
works Company were going comet to their (the new company’s) customers | 
stating that if they would be served from them (the Kent — oe 
they should have the water six months for nothing; andif they refuse 
to do so, they were told the new company would soon break up, and 
then they would not supply them at all — e Chairman said the board 
could only look at matter in a trading point of view.—Mr. Barry 
said the company still looked forward to prosperity, as something 
would be done if they once got their upper reservoir in good order.—The 
Chairman said the board could not take their water from them, as they could 
not supply them at the high level.—The deputation then withdrew.—Mr. 
Cowen asked what the company was rated at >—The surveyor replied that the 
new oy oy J were rated at £200, and the old £445,—Mr. Sloman appre- 
hended the board could only treat this matter as though they were dealing 
with tradesmen, as a omeny was the same as a tradesman on a large scale, 
—Mr. Jolly said there could be no doubt but that the new company had con- 
ferred a great benefit upon the town, and he regretted they were in such diffi- 
culties. If tradesmen came to them with a similar application, he felt sure 
the board would treat them in a liberal spirit, and grant them time for pay- 
ment.—Mr. Cowen moved that the matter be deferred for three months.— 
This motion was seconded and carried. 

















LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


| MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


| ° ‘TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. | 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. | 





JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 


ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
| 
j 


every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE [RON WoRKS, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


ROBERT MACLAREN & CO., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 





STRAND. 


MAIN-LAYER, SMITH, AND FITTER. — | WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
war TED, in a Gas-Work in Wales, 


a steady man as FOREMAN. He must be a 
good smith and fitter-up of apparatus in the works, 
and capable of laying mains in an efficient manner. | 
The situation is permanent. Wages, 24s. per week, | 
with residence on the works, light, and fuel. j &c. &e. | 

Apply, stating particulars of present or late engage- 
ment, to S.G. U., WATLING’s Newspaper Office, 409, 


THROCKLEY, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, | 

MANUFACTURERS oF EVERY DESCRIPTION oF | 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES 


LoNDON OrFices : 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in| | 
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E 


class Gas Coals will 
| NesBIT, EIGHTON 
These coals are well known as amon 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


| TyNnz. 


an improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. _ 





IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
lease to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
oor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 





R LEASED, BY 


GEORGE WALCOTT, 


— 

iver “ ele . 

four years, all of which are giving satisfaction. 
London Office, 24, Abehurch Lane, Crry. 





GAS-WORKS ERECTED, ALTERED, VALUED, 
0 “ 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
BEAUMARIS GAS-WORKS, ANGLESEA, 
who has erected twenty Gas-Works during the last 


London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. || 
Cuaistiz and Co.’s Wharf, 64, Bankside, SOUTHWARK || 


JOHN ROGERSON and CO, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE anp MIDDLESBRO’- 
SES 





| 
| 
it 
ii 
Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and | 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every || 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. {| 














59, GREAT PETER STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON. 


Station Meters, Hzxperimental Meters, and Gasholders; (Governors, Pressure Registers, By-pass and Slide-Valves, 





ii PATENT DRY METER, with 
ECCENTRIC ROTARY VALVE. 





PLAN OF DRY METER VALVE. 





THOMAS EDGE, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, 


| 
AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS AND FITTING WORKS, 


Photometers, &c. 


Surportant Notice. 


THOMAS EDGE, from his long and intimate ex- 
perience of Dry Meters, being aware of the great 
imperfections which exist in the valves of all those 
hitherto in use (whether made ¥ himself or other ma- 
nufacturers), notwithstanding their extensive use by 
several Gas Companies, has the pleasure to announce 
that he is at length enabled to introduce to their notice 
a Meter (invented by Mr. Hyams), with a Valve the 
peculiar movement of which must commend itself to 
every scientific man as not liable to become defective. 

It is well known that the Valvular Surfaces of all 
Dry Meters hitherto made, whether slide or rotary, 
very soon become separated, and allow a portion of 
the gas to pass through unregistered. The reason of 
this is, that by the erroneous principle upon which 
these valves are constructed every particle of deposit 
from the gas is constantly carried along the same path 
without ever being removed, and thus a gradual accre- 
tion of solid matter takes place, and the valve-cover is 
lifted from its seat. 

Mr. Hyams has, however, effectually remedied this 
fatal defect by the invention of his ECCENTRIC 
ROTARY VALVE, the great peculiarity of which is 
that the valve-cover revolves freely about its centre, 
while the centre itself is carried through a small circle 
about the main-shaft of the instrument by the eccen- 
tric which connects the two. The combined motions 
thereby cause every point in the surface of the valve- 
cover to describe a constantly-varying epicycloidal 
curve, and therefore produces a perfect wiping action, 
by which all extraneous matter is immediately removed. 

The Diaphragms in this Improved Meter being 
formed of almost solid plate surfaces, do not admit of 
any variation in the measuring-chambers, while the 
friction is reduced to the smallest amount by the very 
few joints in the Diaphragms; and the general simpli- 
city of the Meter will be obvious to every one. 

T. E. continues to manufacture large numbers of 
his PATENT LEVER VALVE WET METERS, so 
generally used by Gas Companies, upwards of 70,000 
of them having been called for since the Patent was 
granted, This Meter is the only one which cannot 
be tampered with to the injury of either the Gas 
y or the Consu - 
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SECTION OF DRY METER VALVE. || 


GAS-WORKS ERECTED FOR LIGHTING TOWNS AND NOBLEMEN’S AND GENTLEMEN’S MANSIONS, | 
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‘J. CLIFF’S 





MBNEWTOR. 


LORDO 








Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newron, Agent for the District, 13, 
Westbourne Terrace, BARNSBURY PARK (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and a large stock 


‘lof Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
l Wharf, 





GEORGE ANDERSON, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers. 


FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above. 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and oe to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liv-rpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
BOILER & GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipal of the large Gas Companies of the kingd 

Orders promptly executed. 











NOW READY, 


IL. VI. of the JOURNAL of GAS 


LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 


in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., IIL, 
IV., and V. are still on sale. 
W. B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1857, price 2ls., bound | . 


BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK. 





BROWN AND MAY’S PATENT. 


Above 3-inch diameter, price 103. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 
Can be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 


NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 


(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 


William Parkinson. 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 





By Royal Letters Patent. 


= 7 





PATENT EQUITABLE GAS-METER 
is the most effective preventive of fraud by ‘* tilting,” 
and is as simple in construction as the common meter. 

Manufactured only by 
. COWAN, 
60, BUCCLEUCH STREET, 
EDINBURGH. 


By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 








JOSEPH BOULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKSNWELL, 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of Noel, Coppice-row, 
LONDON. 
Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus. 





BexYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from lis. 6d. to lds. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
Bryan DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 


NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Boxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Ouk-Bark Tanned 
Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on application. 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WorkKS, FAIRFIELD STRERT, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &e. 

GASIIOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the facture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-lron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
Square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 


IRON HOUSES, either f i = 
tories, or Public Buildings, ee See 














jl 


PIPES and VALVES. f i 
90 48 bashes bone. »for Gas and Water, from 2inches 





SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

e Lantern Maker, 903, Holborn Hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas-Works, Xc., that she con- 

tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 




















JAMES SHEARS and SONS, 


PATENT WET & DRY METER MAKERS, 


Recommend their PATENT DRY GAS-METER to 
Gas Companies and the Public as the best and sim- 
plest Dry Gas-Meter in use. They are acknowledged 
to be of first-rate workmanship and accuracy of regis- 
tration.—Shears and Sons continue to supply these 
Meters on the most favourable terms; and they also | 
manufacture Wet Gas-Meters, to which they apply | 
their Patent Indices. | 

BANKSIDE, LONDON. 


J jm ES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
e SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, l‘ends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c. ; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKsIp#, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Secket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron | 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
in Gas and Water-Works. 

*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


BENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun., 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 
Near DUDLEY, 
Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &Xc., to any size 
or shape required. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MopeL oR DRawina. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gais-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England. 
References given, if required. 


GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-RoAD, CITY-ROAD, 











Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, Bett Barn Roan, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 








BIstLeyY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 

Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 

=" in London, Mr, E, M, PeRKINs, 78, Lombard 
et. 


PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS-METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LuNDON, 
Manufacturers of Wetand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 





| Meters, Governors, ExPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 


LANTERNS, &c. &e. 
Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas- 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 





| in Gas- Works supplied. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. | 

CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. | 

THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromine, 3s. per Ounce. 

BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. | 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 
INVENTED By LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S. 


REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. | 
| 
| 





STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c, | 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 





Near \ | | __FIRECLAYRETORTS Leeds. 

















W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 

beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. | 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. | 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. | 
London Agents, CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. 


N.B.—Eaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


JAMES OAKES and CO. | 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, | F. & C. 0 s L E R, 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF 20, WHARF ROAD | 44, OxFORD STREET, LONDON; 
pert ON} "| Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 


CITY ROAD, LONDON, | 
eg to tale Ces oe ee retinal | MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 


that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 

best cold-blast Iron Retorts, — —— — 

yo pet myn — ee (Made from “‘ReGisTERED’’ DesiGNs), with Gass Brancugs, &c.; suitable || 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, |- for venice tana a = eg oye The + —— = 4 Gas in 1] 

i i ings, wi i die j private dwellings has induce essrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
Cylinders, ond all ieveguier castings, will Rave immedi- | tion to the manufacture of this clase of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


ate attention. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLt Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LoweEsT TERMS. 


























CHARLES HoRSLEY, Agent. 

C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- | 
— of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 

n gene! 





ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, - 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. | 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHRD INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 1] 
composition used in — up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACB CRACKS, thus, im a great measure, preventing || 
leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior service. | 
‘© meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House. j 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 

LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 

For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 

p HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 

FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 














HULETT AND (CO., 55 anv 56, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 

GAS -CHANDELIERS GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 


by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann's Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 
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